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OUR VISION
As a Parish Catholic Primary School, we at St Mary’s are committed to
creating a vibrant educational community which is safe and nurturing
for all children, allowing each child to achieve their full potential,
imbued with the Good News of Jesus: one in which each person in our
community is enabled to grow in dignity, developing a living, loving
relationship with Christ and others.

Treat others the way you would like
to be treated.
Respect Our School
Do Your Best
Help Others to Succeed

IMPORTANT DATES
TERM 1

● 22nd & 23rd March - Learning Conversations
● 26th March - Assembly - live streamed
● 1st April - Holy Thursday - End of Term 1 - Casual clothes - EARLY FINISH OF
2.15pm

TERM 2

● 19th April - Pupil Free Day - Staff RE PD
● 20th April - Start of Term 2
● 22nd April - Parent Information for the Sacrament of Reconciliation - 7pm
at MacKillop Centre
● 23rd April - ANZAC Day Ceremony at Monivae
● 25th April - ANZAC Day Ceremony - TBC
● 27th April - 10th Anniversary of being at Hiller Lane site
● 7th May - Mother’s Day Celebration - format to be confirmed
● 23rd May - Sacrament of Confirmation
● 25th June - last day of Term 2

Dear Parents and Carers,
Another week has flown by - just two weeks left of this term! The beautiful autumn
weather has certainly made playtimes most enjoyable.
Last Monday at our morning check-in, we congratulated all areas of the school on the
positive way they have approached Term 1. From Prep to Gr 6 we have seen
engagement and enthusiasm! It has been a delight for us all! Thanks to all our families for
the way you support your children in this area too.
Learning Conversations are on next Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd. Just a reminder to
enter your child’s homeroom via their external door and don’t forget to bring your child
with you!
There is lots on in the next two weeks so make sure you keep up with it all in the
newsletter.
Thanks for a great week!
Have a wonderful long weekend with the people you love,

Terrielynn

CATHOLIC SCHOOL CULTURE

Parish News

MASS TIMES – 2021
Hamilton:
Saturday 6pm
Sunday 10.30am
Dunkeld:
Sunday 8.30am
Glenthompson:
Sunday 8.30am
Penshurst:
Sunday 8.30am

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Our children will receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation on Wednesday 24th of March,
Thursday the 25th and Friday the 26th. Please keep them in your prayers as they prepare.

RECONCILIATION
If you haven’t already please Book your night to Celebrate Reconciliation NEXT WEEK
Wed.24, Thur.25 or Fri.26.
St Mary’s Church @ 6-7pm.
Booking list will be available with Children’s Liturgy Leaders this weekend.

LEARNING AND TEACHING
School Wide Positive Behaviours (SWPB)

This week our focus is on safety, particularly in the playground. We are looking at using our play
equipment for what it is intended.

Teaching Position

As you know from my message on Monday, our Art teacher Shelley Waters is taking 12 months
leave to travel with her husband Matt. We are very excited for them both and wish them well on
their adventure. Below is the advertisement for the teaching position that can also be found on
our website and in The Spectator.

St Mary's Primary School
Hamilton
Part Time Teacher
Applications are invited from suitably experienced and graduate persons for a fixed term
position for a part time teacher to commence on the 20th April 2021 to the 7th April 2022. This is a
Teacher Category position under the Victorian Catholic Education Multi Enterprise Agreement
2018 with remuneration subject to a salary assessment.
The position is a .47 role, working across three days, delivering the Art Curriculum to students from
Prep to Gr 6.
The successful applicant will have a demonstrated commitment to Catholic education and to
the safety and wellbeing of children.
The successful applicant will possess the skills and abilities necessary to provide students with a
rich and rewarding educational experience and will embrace a collegial, team-based
approach to teaching and learning.
The successful candidate will be appropriately qualified, demonstrate enthusiasm and ability to
deliver the appropriate curriculum to a range of educational abilities, and be able to provide
care and support for students whilst supporting and respecting the ethos of the school and its
environment.
The successful applicant will hold Victorian Institute of Teaching Registration.
How to apply:
A detailed position description and application requirements are available by accessing the
school website at www.smhamilton.catholic.edu.au
Applications should include a personal letter, current resume, document addressing the
selection criteria and completed application form and should be emailed to
principal@smhamilton.catholic.edu.au
Applications close: Monday 29th March, 2021 at 4pm
Our school community promotes the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.

Sports Catch Up

Saturday Morning Netball
The HNA have released a draw for the next few rounds. I will be publishing these each week as a
reminder. The HNA has decided that to make up for the weekend that was missed due to the
lockdown, this game will be played as a catch-up game on the 27th March (2 games on that
day). Please note that this is only for the Under 11’s team.
Saturday 20th March
U/11’s: 8:30am v Tarrington (Court 9)
U/13’s: 9:30am v Dunkeld Rams (Court 9)
Saturday 27th March
U/11’s: 9:30am v Gray St Maroon (Court 4)
10:30am v Good Shepherd (Court 5)
U/13’s: 9:30am v College Magpies (Court 2)
Division Swimming – Friday 12th March
Jobe Dunn and Phoebe Rhook took to the pool last Friday at the Division Swimming Carnival in
Warrnambool. Both students represented our school in the highest manner. Phoebe finished 9th in
freestyle and set a new personal best, as well as finishing 10th in backstroke. Jobe finished equal
8th in freestyle and he also set a new personal best. Jobe has qualified for the Regionals that are
today in Horsham. We wish you the best of luck!
Latham Wishart
lwishart@smhamilton.catholic.edu.au

Library Monitors - 2021

Students from the senior area of our school have been invited to apply for the position of Library
Monitor for the year 2021. Several students have taken up this invitation and their applications
have been accepted.
The families and friends of these students…………...
Layla Sheldrake, Mazie Perriman, Erin Houlihan, Jacob Hill, Ally Holmes, Emma Clarkson and
Ruby Read,
are invited and encouraged, to stream our next assembly, which is to be held on Friday, 26th
March, 2021, to witness these students as they are presented to our school community and
receive their Library Monitor badges.
We welcome and thank you for your support.
Miss Kerry Stevens (Teacher/Librarian)

WELLBEING
Child Safety

The Child Safe Standards are compulsory minimum standards for all organisations that provide
services to children including Victorian schools. The aim of the standards is to ensure
organisations are well prepared to protect children from abuse and neglect. Each week we will
take a look at a standard to further increase our understandings as a community.
STANDARD Six - Strategies to identify and reduce or remove risks of child abuse
Child Safe Standard 6 requires schools to develop, implement, monitor and evaluate risk
management strategies to ensure child safety in school environments. A child safety risk
management strategy is a formal and structured approach to managing risks associated with

child safety.
How does St Mary’s achieve this?
·
Strategies statement which outlines how the school will manage the risk of child abuse.
·
Detailed Risk Assessment which is regularly reviewed.

Child Safety Tips From Our Students

If we feel unsafe at school, we tell a teacher or one of our trusted people. At school we could
tell Mrs Wolfe, Mrs Bell, Renee, Adam, Mrs Minney and Mrs Groves.

Prep W

eSafety Webinars for Parents

The eSafety Commissioner, through the Australian Government, are offering free eSafety
webinars for parents. The one coming up next week is entitled:
eSafety's Parent Guide to Cyberbullying and Online Drama
This webinar will look at how parents and carers can support young people to have safe and
respectful online relationships and what to do if things go wrong.
It will cover:
- starting conversations with your child about their online friendships and positive ways to
deal with changing relationships
- understanding the rights, laws and community expectations that govern social media use
- where to seek help if your child is involved in a cyberbullying incident.
The webinar will include case studies, research and targeted advice so you can support the
young people in your life to have safe, enjoyable online experiences.
These webinars run for one hour and are offered at different times and dates to suit all families.
To register, simply visit the website below and click on the links.
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/webinars

National Day of Action Against Bullying and Violence

Today we acknowledged that bullying and violence is never okay by wearing a touch of
orange. In homerooms our students have focused on this, learning about what is and isn’t
bullying and how to develop the skills and voice to call it out.

Pastoral Care

Hello again, week 2 of the article on healthy eating for children taken from:
https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/healthy-eating-for-children Tips to encourage healthy eating
habits
Teaching your child how to eat healthily now means they will be more likely to make their own
healthy choices as they get older.
•
make meal time family time, without any screens
•
make healthy foods fun, for example by cutting fruit or sandwiches into interesting shapes
•
encourage your children to sit with you at the table
•
eat a healthy breakfast every day
•
try out new foods and show your children where food comes from; let them help you buy
food from the shops
•
cook and try new recipes together
•
don't keep junk food in the house
•
keep a bowl of fruit handy for a snack

•
wash your hands and make sure food is prepared and stored safely
Foods to limit
Some foods are not essential in children's diets. These are called 'sometimes foods' and are
generally high in kilojoules, saturated fat, added sugars or added salt.
It's OK to eat small amounts of ‘sometimes foods’ now and then as part of a balanced diet. But
you should try to limit these foods in your child's daily diet since they can lead to children
becoming overweight or developing diseases in later life.
Examples of foods to limit are:
•
sweet biscuits, cakes and desserts
•
processed meats and sausages
•
ice-cream, confectionery and chocolate
•
meat pies and other pastries
•
commercial burgers, pizza, hot chips, and fried foods
•
crisps and other fatty and/or salty snacks
•
cream and butter
•
sugar-sweetened cordials and soft drinks
Just a reminder that my contact details are 0400 994 032 or email
lisa.gonnet@centacarewarrnambool.org.au
Please note that I am available to parents and family 8.30 – 4.30.
Kind regards,
Lisa Gonnet,
School Pastoral Care Worker

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Assembly

Our next assembly will be on Friday 26th March at 2.40pm. We will continue to live stream these
events so everyone can view them.

ANZAC Day

We have been invited by the Hamilton RSL to join with them in the ANZAC Day ceremony on
Sunday 25th April. Due to Covid 19, this event is yet to be confirmed so when we have more
details we will let you know.

Environmental Sustainability

What systems do you have set up at home to ensure that waste is disposed off thoughtfully and
correctly?
Sustainability Victoria is a great resource to visit online for more information:
https://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/recycling-and-reducing-waste/at-home/avoid-waste

Here are 4 handy hints to either kick start your action or to continue doing:
1. Minimise single use items. Buy bulk and go for reusable containers.
2. Avoid food waste - did you know that the average Victorian household throws out
approximately $2,200 worth of food each year?
3. Have a go at growing your own food. Kids love helping with this!
4. Shop sustainably. Sustainable shopping recognises that everything we buy has health,
environmental and social impact.
Catherine Egan

Icy Poles

This term we are selling icy poles every Friday for $1.00 each. We are raising money for the
Friends of the Botanic Gardens and the fantastic projects they are working on. We will be selling
them at second lunch near the 5/6 tables.
Ruby Cleaver

Casual Clothes

On the last day of Term 1, Thursday 1st April, our Student Councillors are organising a casual

clothes day. The money raised from the gold coin donation will go towards Project Compassion.

Easter Raffle

It is almost Easter time and we will be having a raffle again this year. Half of the money received
from the tickets will purchase the prizes and the other half goes to Project Compassion. There will
be many chances to win a prize! The winners will be drawn on Thursday 1st April (last day of Term
1) and the draw will be live streamed. We will let you know the time next week. Tickets will be in
your eldest child's bag tonight. Extra tickets at the office.

Good Friday Appeal Bake Sale

Well, after much deliberation we are going ahead with the GOOD FRIDAY APPEAL BAKE SALE.
The bake sale will be held on GOOD FRIDAY THE 2ND OF APRIL @ The Roxburgh .
It's a good excuse to jump out of bed on the public holiday, get a cuppa and stock up on some
yummy treats for Easter. Please share this information and get the word out and support this
awesome event and raise some funds for the amazing Royal Children's hospital.
If we have any parent’s, grandparents and guardians who would like to bake for this day please
contact Erika on 0408721991.

Erika Murphy

LEADERSHIP & STEWARDSHIP
Covid Update
●
●

Masks are not mandatory at school but should be worn when physical distancing is not
possible
There is no requirement to limit the number of visitors to school premises but density limits
of one person per two square metre will apply

SAC Update

At our SAC meeting on Wednesday evening we looked at the new school policies that have
been rolled out by our new governing authority, Diocese of Ballarat Catholic Education Limited
(DOBCEL). Many of these policies are available on our website.
www.smhamilton.catholic.edu.au

School Fees

School Fees for 2021 were sent home last Friday. Direct Debit forms are available from the office
or if you would prefer to set up your own Direct Debit, the account details are located on the
top right hand side of your fee statement. All accounts are due by 31st August, 2021 unless you
are on a regular payment plan.
If you have any queries concerning your account, please contact me at the office or via email
helen@smhamilton.catholic.edu.au
Thank you, Helen

