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OUR VISION
As a Parish Catholic Primary School, we at St Mary’s are committed to
creating a vibrant educational community which is safe and nurturing
for all children, allowing each child to achieve their full potential,
imbued with the Good News of Jesus: one in which each person in our
community is enabled to grow in dignity, developing a living, loving
relationship with Christ and others.

Treat others the way you would like
to be treated.
Respect Our School
Do Your Best
Help Others to Succeed

IMPORTANT DATES
TERM 1

8th March - Long Weekend
12th March - Assembly - live streamed
16th March - Gr 6 Monivae Come and Try Day
17th March - St Patrick’s Day - wear a splash of green
19th March - National Day of Action Against Bullying and Violence - wear a
splash of orange
● 22nd & 23rd March - Learning Conversations
● 26th March - Assembly - live streamed
● 1st April - Holy Thursday - End of Term 1
●
●
●
●
●

ADVANCE NOTICE

● 19th April - Pupil Free Day - Staff RE PD
● 20th April - Start of Term 2

Dear Parents and Carers,
Another very busy week has passed us by and already we are well over half way
through the term! Hard to believe!
Wednesday was a fantastic event for our school community, as we enjoyed a wonderful
day of athletics up on the beautiful Monivae oval. Our students are to be commended
for the way in which they participated in the events and, more importantly, the manner
in which they supported each other. The Gr 6s were particularly impressive, showing
outstanding leadership throughout the whole day.
A huge thank you to Latham Wishart, all staff and the amazing family helpers who
worked tirelessly to make this day a success. We are so lucky to have you all! We would
also like to extend a most heartfelt thank you to Monivae for sharing this outstanding
facility with us.
I’m sure I don’t need to remind you that Monday is the Labour Day holiday! Enjoy the
extra day off.
Thanks for a great week!
Have a wonderful long weekend with the people you love,

Terrielynn

CATHOLIC SCHOOL CULTURE

Prayers

Please remember staff member Jenni Kanonuik in your prayers as she mourns the loss of her
mother-in-law, Rita. We extend our love and support to Jenni and her family.

Parish News

MASS TIMES – 2021
Hamilton:
Saturday 6pm
Sunday 10.30am
Dunkeld:
Sunday 8.30am
Glenthompson:
Sunday 8.30am
Penshurst:
Sunday 8.30am

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Preparation for the Sacrament of Reconciliation is well under way, following our first meeting last
week and the first children sessions at the Masses on the weekend. It is wonderful to work with
the children in getting them ready to receive the Sacraments. If you would like to know more,
please contact the Parish House on 55711161.

LEARNING AND TEACHING
Monivae Come and Try Day

On Tuesday 16th March, Monivae is having their Gr 6 Come and Try Day. Please contact
Monivae to register.

Sports Catch Up

Division Swimming – Friday 12th March
Thank you to those families who got times into me. Entries have now closed, and I will be sending
home a note shortly outlining further details.
Dates for your Diary
District Athletics – Thursday 11th March @ Pedrina Park
Division Swimming – Friday 12th March @ Aquazone, Warrnambool
Regional Swimming – Friday 19th March @ Horsham

St Mary’s Athletics day - Age champions

Grade 1 age champions
Marlee Lucas & Harry Kearney

Grade 2 age champions
Rhys Jackson &
Johannah Winnell

9 yr age champions
Tatum Bell & Dexter McIntosh

10 yr age champions
Oliver Winnell & Sydney Smith

11 yr age champions
Ruby Fitzpatrick &
Dustyn Cooper

12 yr age champions
Ruby Cleaver & Jobe Dunn

House Champions LORETO - Captains Shannon Mhasho & Jay Casey

WELLBEING
Child Safety

The Child Safe Standards are compulsory minimum standards for all organisations that provide
services to children including Victorian schools. The aim of the standards is to ensure
organisations are well prepared to protect children from abuse and neglect. Each week we will
take a look at a standard to further increase our understandings as a community.
STANDARD Four - Screening, supervision, training and other human resources practices that
reduce the risk of child abuse by new and existing personnel.
Child Safe Standard 4 requires schools to use policies and procedures for recruitment,
supervision, training and managing performance that support a child safe school environment.
Strong human resources practices promote child safe school environments and reduce the risk
of child abuse.
How does the St Mary’s achieve this?
·
Follows the CECV Guidelines on the Employment of Staff in Catholic Schools
·
Conducts thorough background checks on all employees
·
Induction program which includes Child Safety
·
Strategies statement which outlines how the school will address this standard.

Child Safety Tips From Our Students

At school you need to push your chair in so other people don’t trip over.
Ollie Porter Gr 2
There are some sites we can’t get into at school when we are on devices because they are not
safe for kids.
Sydney Smith Gr 4

National Day of Action Against Bullying and Violence

On Friday the 19th March, we will be acknowledging the National Day of Action Against Bullying
and Violence. Classes will be participating in activities and learning that highlights the need to
prevent bullying and violence occurring in our community. Children, staff and family members
are encouraged to wear a splash of orange on this day.

Pastoral Care

Hello, here we are mid-way thru the term and I have had a few conversations around resilience,
which led to me researching specific topics of concern. This week I sourced the following article,
on helping a child who is being teased, which I found quite practical. If you wish to access it on
line the website is: http://kidshealth.org/en/parents/lip-tease.html
How to support a child being teased at school.
Adults can help by letting all kids know that teasing and making fun is never OK — that it is
unkind, unfair, and hurtful.
Still, many kids will experience occasional teasing, and it can be difficult for them to handle. Kids
with physical differences can be easy targets because the differences are so visible.
Kids who get teased may need help knowing how to respond. Encourage your child to tell you if
they get teased. Calmly listen and show them that you understand their feelings. Then talk

together about some ways they can deal with it if it happens again.
For example, depending on the situation and your child’s age, you may want to teach them to:
●
Use a confident voice to tell the child who is making fun to stop.
●
Ignore or calmly walk away from the teasing.
●
Avoid acting too upset by teasing (getting a big reaction can satisfy the
teasers and make them likely to try again).
●
Think of a short phrase or joke to say in response.
●
Walk away and find a friend to be near.
●
Tell a teacher or another adult.
Talk with your child about which of those ideas might work best for them and practice them by
role-playing. Remind your child not to tease back, fight, or say something hurtful in return, which
can only make the situation worse.
You also can help them become more resilient by offering your support and encouraging
activities and friendships that develop their strengths and confidence. When you're hearing
about their day, be sure to focus on what they enjoyed and what went well, in addition to any
difficult moments they faced.
Many schools now have programs to deal with teasing and bullying and promote positive
relationships between kids. Ask the school staff (a teacher, guidance counselor, or principal) if
your child’s school has such a program. If teasing tends to occur in specific settings (like at the
bus stop or during recess), work with school personnel to make sure that an adult in charge
responds to the situation when it happens.
If teasing becomes an ongoing issue or if you notice sudden changes that concern you (like
your child doesn't want to go to school, seems sad, or seems to have a hard time separating
from you or family members), talk with a counsellor or mental health professional for additional
support.
As always I hope this is of interest and can be of help, if you wish to discuss this or any other
issue/topic please contact me on 0400 994 032.
Kind regards,
Lisa Gonnet,
Schools pastoral care worker.

The Get Active Kids Voucher Program
Helps eligible families get their kids involved in organised sport and recreation activities by
reimbursing the cost of membership and registration fees, uniforms and equipment. Eligible
children may be able to receive up to $200 each.
https://www.getactive.vic.gov.au/vouchers/
 hildren must be aged 4 to 18 and named on a valid Health Care Card or Pensioner
C
Concession Card and Medicare card to be eligible. Find out if you can apply, what costs are
covered and how much can be reimbursed.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Assembly

Our next assembly will be on Friday 12th March at 2.40pm. We will continue to live stream these
events so everyone can view them.

Environmental Sustainability

Clean up Australia Day
A very big thank you to our Environmental Leaders who organised
our Clean Up Australia Day event today. They really put a lot of
thought into making it a fun event. Who would have thought
picking up rubbish could be fun? We aim to have some photos and
information about our efforts in next week's newsletter. Why don't
you participate in Clean Up Australia Day on Sunday by cleaning
up around your own home and neighbourhood? It's also a great
time to step up and make a pledge to do something that can clean up, fix up or conserve our
environment, which is the aim of this annual event! Catherine Egan

Icy Poles

This term we are selling icy poles every Friday for $1.00 each. We are raising money for the
Friends of the Botanic Gardens and the fantastic projects they are working on. We will be selling
them at second lunch near the 5/6 tables.
Ruby Cleaver

LEADERSHIP & STEWARDSHIP
Covid Update
●
●

Masks are not mandatory at school but should be worn when physical distancing is not
possible
There is no requirement to limit the number of visitors to school premises but density limits
of one person per two square metre will apply

