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OUR VISION
As a Parish Catholic Primary School, we at St Mary’s are committed to
creating a vibrant educational community which is safe and nurturing
for all children, allowing each child to achieve their full potential,
imbued with the Good News of Jesus: one in which each person in our
community is enabled to grow in dignity, developing a living, loving
relationship with Christ and others.

Treat others the way you would like
to be treated.
Respect Our School
Do Your Best
Help Others to Succeed

IMPORTANT DATES
TERM 1

● 17th February - Ash Wednesday - liturgy at school for students & staff
● 25th February - Sacramental Meeting @ MacKillop Centre
● 26th February - 2021 Opening Mass - 10am at St Mary’s Church for
students, staff & Gr 6 parents/carers
● 26th February - Assembly - live streamed
● 3rd March - Athletic Sports
● 8th March - Long Weekend
● 12th March - Assembly - live streamed
● 26th March - Assembly - live streamed
● 1st April - Holy Thursday - End of Term 1

ADVANCE NOTICE

● 19th April - Pupil Free Day - Staff RE PD
● 20th April - Start of Term 2

Dear Parents and Carers,
I am very pleased to let you know that we have continued to have very settled times
here at school! The children are happily learning, and working and playing beautifully
together. Congratulations everyone!
Thank you for the way you support our community ensuring your children are happy to
come to school and are ready for learning. We appreciate the strong partnership that
we have.
Thanks for a great week!
Have a wonderful weekend with the people you love,

Terrielynn

CATHOLIC SCHOOL CULTURE
Next week is Ash Wednesday. As we begin our Lenten journey, we pray for the humility
to walk back into the open arms of God. Jesus teaches us to give, pray, and fast in
private, and in this way show that we are followers of Jesus.

Congratulations!

We have heard wonderful news from several families this week who are expecting new arrivals in
the coming months! Congratulations! We look forward to welcoming these new babies to our
community.

Parish News

MASS TIMES – 2021
Hamilton:
Saturday 6pm
Sunday 10.30am
Dunkeld:
Sunday 8.30am
Glenthompson:
Sunday 8.30am
Penshurst:
Sunday 8.30am

Ash Wednesday Liturgy

Ash Wednesday is on the 17th February. As Fr Paddy will be away on that day, the students
and staff will participate in a Liturgy at school.

Opening School Mass

This year our Opening School Mass will be on Friday 26th February at 10am at St Mary’s Church.
Due to Covid restrictions, students and staff will attend this Mass. We also invite our Gr 6 families
to attend as the Gr 6 students will receive their leadership badges on this day.

Sacramental Program 2020/2021

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM
St Mary MacKillop Parish
invites candidates from Gr 3-6 for the

Sacraments of Initiation: Reconciliation,
Confirmation & First Communion
Parent meeting
Thursday 25th February 7-8pm
in MacKillop Centre (formerly Dunworth Centre)
ENROLMENTS
Please contact Parish office:
Kymhan on a Wed/Thurs.
5571 1161 or admin@westernborder.church

Candidates enrolled in 2020 program,
please reconfirm with Parish Office, 55711161
You ARE NOT required at the parent meeting but are welcome!

LEARNING AND TEACHING
Information Evening
This year we have decided to use our new found love of technology to deliver a Covid safe
Information Evening. On WEDNESDAY 24th FEBRUARY, we will be uploading information sessions
from all the areas of the school for you to view at your leisure in the comfort of your home. Pop
the date on your calendar so you know when to look out for the videos.

Sports Catch Up

Saturday Morning Netball
Saturday morning netball begins this weekend! I would like to thank Sue Wilson and Tamara
Milne for taking on the coaching roles for both teams. It is a big commitment to do this, and I
thank you for your time and efforts with the kids! Please ensure that the medical and media
forms are brought with you on Saturday morning. We wish you the best of luck, but most of all,
have fun!
School Athletics – Wednesday 3rd March
Our Athletics Day is being held on Wednesday 3rd March! It will run from 9.30am – 2.30pm on the
Monivae Oval. On Wednesday, a letter was sent home to the eldest in the family asking for
parent helpers and volunteers on the day. If you are able to help in any way, could you please
return the bottom slip of the letter by Friday 19th February.
Division Swimming – Friday 12th March
With the unforeseen circumstances surrounding last year and us being unable to run a school
swimming carnival, qualification for the Division Swimming is different this year. If your child has
turned 9, 10, 11, 12 or 13 by the 30/12/2020, they are eligible to register.
If you wish to enter your child, please send through the 50m times for their events. Please email
these to me as soon as possible, so we can begin organising this. Thank you for your
understanding in this.
Dates for your Diary
Saturday Morning Netball begins – 13th February
District Tennis – Friday 5th March
School Athletics – Wednesday 3rd March @ Monivae
District Athletics – Thursday 11th March @ Pedrina Park
Division Swimming – Friday 12th March @ Aquazone, Warrnambool
Regional Swimming – Friday 19th March @ Horsham

Latham Wishart
lwishart@smhamilton.catholic.edu.au

WELLBEING
Child Safety

The Child Safe Standards are compulsory minimum standards for all organisations that provide
services to children including Victorian schools. The aim of the standards is to ensure
organisations are well prepared to protect children from abuse and neglect. Each week we will
take a look at a standard to further increase our understandings as a community.
STANDARD ONE - Strategies to embed an organisational culture of child safety
Schools must plan, implement and review strategies that will embed a culture of child safety,
including through effective leadership arrangements. It is crucial that child safety is part of the
everyday thinking and practice of all within the school or the community.

How does St Mary’s achieve this?
•
Allocation of a designated Child Protection Officer (Tania Stevens)
•
Regular agenda item at all SAC meetings, governance meetings and staff meetings
•
Commitment to achieving a culture of Child Safety

Child Safety Tips From Our Students

We participated in an online Cyber safety session on Monday. We learnt about how to
recognise fake information. Aiden Mhasho Gr 4
We know that our school keeps us safe even when we are at home. Adults who work with us at
school have to have a Working With Children card. Willow Colliton Gr 4

Pastoral Care

Hello again, this week I am continuing to share the following article on sleep which can be
accessed on:
https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/sleep/understanding-sleep/school-age-sleep
Relaxing Before Bed
After a big day at school, your child might still be thinking about the day’s events and worries. If
your child’s mind is still busy at bedtime, it can cause a restless night or bad dreams.
You can help your child settle and relax for sleep by keeping activities quiet in the hour before
bed. For example, you could play gentle music or read a story together. Making a bath part of
your child’s bedtime routine can also help with relaxation.
Relaxing before bed also helps with better sleep for pre-teens and teenagers.
Good Sleep Habits
Your child might sleep better at night if they:
● keep regular sleep and wake times, even on the weekend
● turn computers, tablets and TV off an hour before bedtime
● have a quiet and dimly lit place to sleep
● get plenty of natural light during the day, especially in the morning
● avoid caffeine in tea, coffee, sports drinks and chocolate, especially in the late afternoon
and evening.
Some sleep problems are behaviour issues that you can manage at home with good sleep
habits. It’s a good idea to talk with your GP if you’ve been trying good sleep habits and they
don’t seem to be helping. Sleep medications usually aren’t the solution to children’s sleep
problems.
Bedwetting
Bedwetting happens when children don’t wake up in the night when they need to do a wee.
Some children wet the bed because they sleep very deeply. Other children wet the bed
because they produce larger than usual amounts of wee at night, or because their bladder
spasms during sleep.
Children can’t control bedwetting, and they almost always grow out of it. Reassure your child
that bedwetting is normal. It might help to explain in simple terms some of the reasons for
bedwetting.
It might be a good idea to see the GP if your child is still wetting the bed regularly at 7-8 years
and:
● you’re concerned about how your child will handle sleepovers or overnight school camps
● bedwetting is starting to bother or worry your child.
I continue to work 8.30 – 4.30.: Monday – Penshurst. Tuesday – Hamilton. Thursday – Coleraine.
My contact details are 0400 994 032 or email lisa.gonnet@centacarewarrnambool.org.au
Kind regards and have a wonderful week
Lisa Gonnet
Schools Pastoral Care Worker

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Assembly

Our next assembly will be on Friday 26th February at 2.40pm. We will continue to live stream
these events so everyone can view them.

School Advisory Council (SAC)

Our School Advisory Council met for the first time on Wednesday evening. One of the things that
was discussed was an idea from Tara Kuilboer to donate our student’s old share folders and
pencil cases to Indigenous communities in the Northern Territory. What a great idea! Each year
our students get new share folders and pencil cases and often (not always!) the ones from the
previous year are still in good condition. Tara has kindly offered to give them all a wash and then
we can send them off. So...if you have some share folders and pencil cases at home that are in
good condition and you would like to donate them, start sending them our way next week.
Thanks!

Environmental Sustainability

A huge thank you to the families who are working hard to limit plastic
and food packaging in our school. It is wonderful to see so many
reusable containers being used.
Our Environmental Sustainability Leaders are doing a stellar job of
collecting the scrap buckets, feeding the chooks and cleaning the
buckets each day.
Did you know? Food waste that is placed in general rubbish adds to the
harmful gases that are destroying our ozone layer.
We have made a commitment at St. Mary’s to do our bit to help
eradicate these gases.
Keep up the great work everyone!
Left: Chase and Arlo are happy Environmental Warriors!

Catherine Egan

Canteen

Due to continued Covid restrictions, we will not be having canteen from Monivae for Terms 1
and 2. Watch this space for Term 3!

Icy Poles

This term we are selling icy poles every Friday for $1.00 each. We are raising money for the
Friends of the Botanic Gardens and the fantastic projects they are working on. We will be selling
them at second lunch near the 5/6 tables.
Ruby Cleaver

LEADERSHIP & STEWARDSHIP
Toys at School
Just a reminder that students are not to bring toys
or sports equipment to school. It is extremely
hard to manage the extras that might come in
from home and they often get broken or lost. If
toys could remain at home it would save a lot of
heartache!

Car Park

Unfortunately due to safety issues, we are unable to use the Monivae car park any more. A
number of our staff have generously offered to park at Monivae to free up some more
parking spots here at St Mary’s, which you are welcome to use should you need to park. The
parking at school is tight and we are currently exploring our options to increase the
capacity. Your patience and understanding in the meantime is greatly appreciated.

Town Bus Fares

The town bus service (Buses 8 and 14) is again charging for this service. The cost is $1.20 one
way and $2.40 for a daily ticket. If you would like a weekly, term or yearly bus pass, please
contact Trotters Coaches directly. Thank you.

School Fees:
School Fees for 2021 have been sent home today. Direct Debit forms are available from the
office or if you would prefer to set up your own Direct Debit, the account details are located on
the top right hand side of your fee statement. All accounts are due by 31st August, 2021 unless
you are on a regular payment plan.
The Family Fee Assistance scheme will be available again in 2021. Families who qualify for the
scheme (if you hold a Health Care Card or Pension card) will pay $520 per annum for primary
school tuition fees. The discounted fee covers tuition and capital fees only. It does not cover
additional charges such as camps, student fees, and excursions. Please note that students who
are holders of Health Care Cards are not eligible. An application form needs to be completed
and are available at the office. These forms, plus a copy of your current Centrelink card, must
be received by Friday 19th February, 2021. If during the year your circumstances change and
you become eligible for Centrelink, please come and discuss this with Helen.
If you have any queries concerning your account, please contact me at the office or via email
helen@smhamilton.catholic.edu.au
Thank you, Helen

Family Fee Assistance

The Education Maintenance Allowance is no longer funded by the Government. However, the
Ballarat Diocese has maintained their commitment to continue the Family Fee Assistance
Scheme. The scheme offers a tuition fee concession to families who hold a current
Centrelink or Veteran Affairs concession card. Please note that students who are holders of
Health Care Cards are not eligible. Families who qualify for the scheme will pay $520 per
annum for primary school tuition fees. The discounted fee covers tuition and capital fees only.
It does not cover additional charges such as camps, student fees, and excursions. Please find
enclosed a brochure which outlines the details of the scheme. An application form needs
to be completed and are available at the office. These forms must be received by
Friday 19th February, 2021. If during the year your circumstances change and you become
eligible for Centrelink, please come and discuss this with Helen. Although a family may be
eligible to receive a fee discount, families may choose not to apply for the fee discount and
pay the full school fee.
CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)
School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great outdoors. Excursions
encourage a deeper understanding of how the world works while sports teach teamwork,
discipline and leadership. All are a part of a healthy curriculum. CSEF is provided by the
Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and
sporting activities. If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster
parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration category also exists for asylum
seeker and refugee families. The allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses

relating to camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child.
The annual CSEF amount per student is:
• $125 for primary school students
• $225 for secondary school students
HOW TO APPLY
New applicants should contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form.
If you applied for CSEF last year, you do not need to complete an application form this
year unless there has been a change in your family circumstances.
You only need to complete an application form if any of the following changes have
occurred:
·
new student enrolments; your child has started or changed schools this
year.
· changed family circumstances; such as a change of custody, change of
name, concession card number, or new siblings commencing this year.
Please check at the school office if you are unsure.
Application forms are available at the office. Please return these forms, with a copy of your
concession card. Completed forms must be returned by Friday 19th February, 2021. If you would
like further information, please see Helen or Shannon in the office.

