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OUR VISION
Inspired by the person of Jesus and in partnership
with our community, we pursue fullness of life for all.

Acknowledgement of
Country
We would like to acknowledge the
Gunditjmara People, the Traditional
Owners of the land on which we are
gathered and pay our respects to their
elders past, present and emerging.
We respect their deep and continuing
connection to land, water and
community.

SCHOOL VALUES
Treat others the way you would like to be
treated.
Respect Our School Hormati Sekolah Kita
Do Your Best Lakukan Yang Terbaik

Help Others to Succeed Bantu Teman Untuk Berhasil

IMPORTANT DATES

Term 4
● Mon 3rd Oct - First day of Term 4
● Sat 8th Oct - Working Bee - 8-10am
● Mon 10th Oct - Catholic Social Teaching Day
● Tues 11th Oct - Mission Day - both days are school
days for students and staff - more details to come
● 17th, 18th, 19th and 20th Oct - Art Show
● Fri 21st Oct - Pupil Free Day - ReLATE PD - Day 2
● Mon 31st Oct - Pupil Free Day - Report Writing
● Tues 1st Nov - School Closure Day - Melbourne Cup
ADVANCE NOTICE
● 8th and 15th November - 2023 Prep Transition Days more details to come in Term 4

Dear Parents and Carers,
It is amazing to think that Term 3 is
completed and holidays are upon us!
While this term has not been without its
challenges, as a community we have
worked tirelessly to ensure continuity of
learning and teaching for the children.
We have also prioritised the wellbeing
of all of us, making sure that we are
thriving again at school. We should
feel very proud of what we have been
able to achieve and we look forward
to continuing to grow and improve as
we end the year.
I would like to thank our staff for their hard work this term - they really are outstanding and I
am blessed to work with them. I hope you all have a restful and relaxing holiday and we
look forward to all the wonderful opportunities that Term 4 will bring.
Have a lovely holiday, shared with those you love,

Terrielynn

CATHOLIC SCHOOL CULTURE
Parish News

MASS TIMES – 2022
Hamilton:
Saturday 6pm
Sunday 10.30am
Dunkeld:
Sunday 8.30am
Glenthompson:
Sunday 8.30am
Penshurst:
Sunday 8.30am

Sacramental Program

The Sacrament of First Eucharist was celebrated last Sunday. It was a
beautiful celebration. Congratulations to all those students who
received this sacrament and to their families and staff who have
supported them on the journey.

May you always know the peace of Jesus,
the light of His love
and the joy of His life within you.
Amen

LEARNING AND TEACHING
School Wide Positive Behaviours

School Wide Positive Behaviour Support is: A multi-tiered framework for establishing the social
culture and behavioural supports needed for a school to achieve behavioural and academic
outcomes for all students.

At school we are working with our students on the following:
RESPECT - respond when you are spoken to
SAFETY - make sure your behaviour keeps everyone safe
RESPONSIBILITY - be the boss of your learning

NAPLAN

We have recently received our NAPLAN results and we are so pleased with how the students
have done, particularly in the area of writing. Congratulations everyone!
We always remember that this assessment is just a snapshot of the children’s learning on one
day and, with the test going online, we also acknowledge the challenges that this presented
to the students.

Sports Catch Up

Grade 3-6 Swimming Program – Term 4 (HILAC)
Thank you to everyone who has returned their blue note. The Grade 4-6 students are looking
forward to hopping in the pool on the first day back of Term Four!
Golf – Date TBD (Parklands Golf Club)
We are still awaiting a new date to be set for this event.
Aussie Footy Afternoon (AFL 9’s) - Wednesday 14th September (Pedrina Park)
Our Grade 5 and 6 students who participated in the Aussie Footy Afternoon had an absolute
ball! Thank you especially to Jodie Nicholson and Joe McKew who coached one of our teams
on the day. We were also fortunate to have some secondary school students umpiring our
games, so a big thank you as well!

Saturday Morning Netball – Term 4
We are still on the lookout for an umpire for one of our Under 13 teams for netball next term. If
you know someone, or would be interested yourself, could you please contact me as soon as

possible. Thank you to those families who have already returned the media and medical form.
Fees can now be paid via either the ‘NetballConnect’ App or the following website:

https://netballconnect.worldsportaction.com/login

When you are searching for the competition, search for ‘Hamilton Netball Association’. If your
child has played Saturday Morning Netball in Term One, or played club netball this year
(Hampden, South West, Mininera or any other league), you will not have to pay the VNA fee
again. You will end up paying $50. If you have not paid any VNA fees this year, you will need
to pay the whole $115.
Please let me know if you require any support or clarification with this.
Dates for your Diary
Grade 4,5,6 Swimming Program - (Monday 3rd October – Friday 7th October @ HILAC)
Saturday Morning Netball – (Beginning Saturday 8th October)
Regional Athletics Carnival – (Friday 7th October @ Llanberris Reserve, Ballarat)
Grade 3 Swimming Program (Wednesday 2nd November – Friday 4th November)
Golf - (Date TBD – Term Four @ Parklands Golf Club)
Latham Wishart

lwishart@smhamilton.catholic.edu.au

WELLBEING

Child Safety
The eSafety Commissioner has some wonderful resources for both parents and children to access if
you have any questions or concerns about online safety.
The parent webinar series for Term 4 has recently been released onto the eSafety website. The
theme for Term 4 is digital technologies and mental health.
In this webinar, you will learn how games, apps and social media can influence young people’s
mental wellbeing. This webinar is designed for parents and carers of young people aged 10 to 18.
It will cover:
●
●
●
●
●

current research on young people, time online and mental health
what to do about accidental exposure to content about suicide, self-harm or eating
disorders
using games, apps and social media to support mental wellbeing
the pros and cons of digital mental health platforms
strategies for young people to support friends online.

Term 4 dates for this webinar are as follows
●
●
●

Wednesday 12 October 7.30 to 8.30 pm
Monday 17 October 12.30 to 1.30 pm
Thursday 27 October 12.30 to 1.30 pm

Please click here to register, or alternatively, visit https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/webinar

Eleven new Child Safety Standards came into place on July 1st.
Key changes include new requirements:
● to involve families and communities in organisations’ efforts to keep children and young
people safe
● for a greater focus on safety for Aboriginal children and young people
● to manage the risk of child abuse in online environments
● for greater clarity on the governance, systems and processes to keep children and
young people safe.
For more information, visit the Commision for Children and Young People (CCYP)

Healthy Kids Advisor

Please see the flyer further on in the newsletter that shares news of our partnership with Monique
Sobey who is the Southern Grampians’ Healthy Kids Advisor.

Lisa Gonnet

Lisa will be taking Long Service Leave next term until the end of November. CatholicCare is in the
process of filling her position for the eight weeks Lisa will be on leave. We wish Lisa all the best for
her time away.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Environmental Sustainability
A reminder that we are setting a challenge for our students
for Mission Day. We will be selling withdrawn Library books 10 for 1 ticket.
If students MAKE their own bag to carry their books in on
Mission Day,
they will score
an extra book
and their
name will go
into a draw for
a special prize
at the end of the day. So, this is your notice to start
getting creative. We can't wait to see some home
made bags!
Catherine Egan

Christmas Parade
Our latest Christmas Parade newsletter was sent out yesterday. Please be sure to have a read and
see how your family can help!

Assembly
Our next assembly is in Term 4 on Friday 7th October at 2.55pm. Parents are welcome to attend
and are invited to enter via the Gr 4/5 outside doors. Ask at the office if you are unsure where to
enter.

School Instagram Page
We have recently set up an Instagram page for St Mary’s. We would love to see
you there - our handle is st_marys_school_hamilton. It is another way to connect to our wonderful
community.

LEADERSHIP & STEWARDSHIP
Covid Update

We are still very aware of the Covid risk in our school and remind families that masks are still the
best form of defence against the virus. We have not yet received formal confirmation that the
isolation period had reduced from 7 days to 5 days. We will let you know when we have that
information.

School Fees

Statements were sent home last week. All school accounts for 2022 were due and payable by
the 31/08/2022. Please send final payments into the office as soon as possible. This does not
apply if you have a payment plan in place, to the Grade 3 excursion which has just been
recently billed or if you have recently spoken to Helen about your fees.
If you are having difficulties in paying your account please contact Helen or Terrielynn.
Thank you. Helen

