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OUR VISION
Inspired by the person of Jesus and in partnership
with our community, we pursue fullness of life for
all, nurturing lifelong learning.

Acknowledgement of Country

SCHOOL VALUES
Treat others the way you would like to be
treated.
Respect Our School Hormati Sekolah Kita
Do Your Best Lakukan Yang Terbaik

Help Others to Succeed Bantu Teman Untuk Berhasil

IMPORTANT DATES
Term 3
● Fri 12th August - School Closure Day
● Mon 15th August - School Closure Day
● Thurs 18th August - Learning Conversations
● Wed 24th August - Book Week Dress Up
● Fri 26th August - Pupil Free Day - Wellbeing PD
● Fri 2nd September - Father’s Day Celebration @
school - details to come
● Sun 4th September - Father’s Day
● Sun 11th Sept - First Eucharist
● Fri 16th Sept - End of Term 3

Dear Parents and Carers,
It has been lovely to be back at school this week following my Long Service leave.
Again, I am most grateful to Tania, our Leadership Team and staff who stepped into new
and varied roles in my absence. I am very lucky!
I am also very grateful to the staff, parents and students who attended camp last week
in Roses Gap. By all accounts it was a fantastic camp and I commend the children for
their excellent behaviour.
We have a few shorter weeks coming up with our extra long weekend. It is certainly very
timely with the amount of illness we have in the school. We hope you enjoy this time to
recharge ready for the rest of the term.
Enjoy the weekend with those you love most,

Terrielynn

CATHOLIC SCHOOL CULTURE

Feast of Saint Mary MacKillop

Parish News

MASS TIMES – 2022
Hamilton:
Saturday 6pm
Sunday 10.30am
Dunkeld:
Sunday 8.30am
Glenthompson:
Sunday 8.30am
Penshurst:
Sunday 8.30am

Sacramental Program

We are now preparing for the Sacrament of First Eucharist. Children’s Liturgy at the weekend
Masses will begin on Saturday 20th/Sunday 21st August. The Sacrament of First Eucharist will be
celebrated on Sunday 11th September. Please register your participation with the staff at the
Parish House.

Whole School Parish Mass

It was wonderful to gather with the Parish on Sunday morning to celebrate the Feast of Saint
Mary MacKillop. Thanks to all those families who were able to attend.

LEARNING AND TEACHING
School Wide Positive Behaviours

School Wide Positive Behaviour Support is: A multi-tiered framework for establishing the social
culture and behavioural supports needed for a school to achieve behavioural and academic
outcomes for all students.

At school we are working with our students on the following:
RESPECT - Treat EVERYONE with kindness
SAFETY - Allow others to be safe at school
RESPONSIBILITY - Do what you are meant to do at school - be open to learning

Learning Support Officer Position

In the coming week we will be advertising for a Learning Support Officer to work in the 1/2
area, four mornings a week. Please let anyone that may be interested know.

Learning Conversations

This week we held our first evening of Learning Conversations. We greatly value the
opportunity to chat with families and share the wonderful celebrations of the students. We
continue these conversations next Thursday.

Sports Catch Up

Usually, sport tends to get a little quieter later in Term Three, but we are now ready to go with
some more exciting opportunities for our kids.
Golf – Thursday 8th September (Parklands Golf Club)
A golf tournament is being held later this term for interested students in Grades 3-6. I went
around to students on Wednesday to register their expression of interest and sent home further
information. If your child is interested in giving this a go, please get in contact with me to
register your child. Please note that no staff will be attending on the day, so you will need to
transport and supervise your child at this event.
Aussie Footy Afternoon (AFL 9’s) – Pedrina Park (Date - TBC)
Students in Grade’s 5 and 6 have been given the opportunity to participate in this event later
this term. It is most likely that the date will be either Tuesday 13th September or Wednesday 14th
September (the last week of Term Three). The event will start at 2:30pm and conclude at
approximately 5:00pm. Unfortunately, parents will need to find transport for their child to and
from Pedrina Park. I will send home a note early next week to students who have registered
their interest.
Saturday Morning Netball – Term Four
It’s that time again to get organised for another round of Saturday Morning Netball! Students in
Grade’s 3-6 have put in an expression of interest, and a note was sent home today to those
families. If you didn’t receive a note and your child is interested, please get in contact with me
for more information.
The slip on the bottom must be returned to me by Wednesday 17th August, so that teams can
be registered in time.
Once again, we need your help with coaching and umpiring our teams. The games are
played as a learning experience for the kids, so the jobs are more of a supportive role, rather
than competitive. If you are able to put your hand up to help, please circle which one you
would prefer on the slip. We cannot enter teams without these vital people!

Regional Athletics – Friday 7th October (Term Four) – Llanberris Reserve, Ballarat
Take your minds back to early Term Two, where we had three students qualify for the Regional
Athletics Carnival. Cooper Kearney, Tatum Bell and Taya Sherlock are representing St. Mary’s in
the discus, 800m and 200m events respectively.
Dates for your Diary
Golf - (Thursday 8th September @ Parklands Golf Club)
Aussie Footy Afternoon - (Tuesday 13th September OR Wednesday 14th September @ Pedrina
Park)
Saturday Morning Netball - (Beginning Saturday 8th October)
Regional Athletics Carnival - (Friday 7th October @ Llanberris Reserve, Ballarat)
Latham Wishart

lwishart@smhamilton.catholic.edu.au

Library News
Exciting News!
BOOK WEEK 2022 is on its way!
In a nutshell…..
●
●
●

Book Fair – Week 6 - commencing Monday 15th August, 2022
Book Week – Week 7 – commencing Monday 22rd August, 2022
Book Week Parade – Wednesday 24th August, 2022

I am Library Miss Stevens and I am very happy to announce that Book Week commences on
Saturday 20th August 2022, with the announcement of this year’s Children’s Book Council
award winners and concludes on Friday 26th August, 2022.

BOOK FAIR – Week 6 – Tuesday 16th –Thursday 18th August, 2022

WOULD LIKE YOU LIKE TO BUY A BOOK?
If you do decide to purchase a book for your child(ren),
ONLINE – BOOK FAIR number 7022440

·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

You can do this ONLINE
www.scholastic.com.au/payment
Select VIC as your state
Type in St Marys Primary School (please note do NOT include an apostrophe after the
letter y)
Select the third choice Hamilton
Type in your details
Make your payment
Record your receipt number on your child(ren)’s WISHLIST and indicate the books you
have purchased.
Send the WISHLIST to school with you receipt number written on it and the students will
receive the book(s) you have paid for.
Or WITH CASH

·

If you wish to purchase the books with CASH, indicate on the WISHLIST which books you
are paying for and send the WISHLIST, with the cash to school with your child(ren) and
your child(ren) will receive the books you are paying for.

·

Should your child(ren) come to school and the supplies of the book you have paid for
have run low or are unavailable due to popularity, a reorder will be placed. Your
child(ren) will need to be patient until the reorder arrives at our school.

BOOK WEEK – Week 7 – commencing Monday 22nd August, 2022

Throughout this week the students will have the opportunity to take part in several activities
centred on this year’s Book Week theme and the 2022 Shortlisted books, during their library
sessions.
In addition, students are invited and encouraged to take part in a ……..
Book Week Parade

The students are invited
·
to dress up as a book character of their choice
OR
·
to dress up in a costume related to this year’s Book Week theme –
‘Dreaming with eyes open…’
·
The students will be invited to parade their costumes on Wednesday 24th August 2022 at
lunchtime.
·
They are encouraged to carry the book that matches their book character’s costume.
·
It is not compulsory to dress up or take part in the parade.
·
Respectfully, you are not encouraged to spend money unnecessarily on costumes. We
ask that costumes be made from what you have readily available to use at home, if
possible.
If you have any questions regarding our Book Week celebrations, please contact Library Miss
(Kerry) Stevens on 55519000.

WELLBEING

Child Safety
This week the Prep W students have been talking about being safe at school and how
our School Wide Positive Behaviours can help. The children came up with ideas around
how we can ‘keep others safe by keeping our hands to ourselves’.
- “Tell a teacher if we see others with hands on”
- “If it happens to us we say ‘Please stop, I don’t like it.’”
- “Footy at school has no tackling.”
- “Take turns on the playground.”
- “Use our words and take a deep breath to calm down instead of hurting
someone.”
eSafety Parent Webinars for Term 3
The eSafety Commissioner has a number of parent webinars coming up to help keep our children
safe online.

Popular apps

Learn about TikTok, Instagram, Snapchat and YouTube and help your children stay safe online.
This webinar is designed for parents and carers of young people aged 8 to 13.
It will cover:
● case studies, research and targeted advice
● ways of supporting the young people in your life to have safe, enjoyable online
experiences.
Term 3 dates (Australian Eastern Standard Time)
● Monday 1 August 12:30 to 1:30 pm
● Tuesday 16 August 7:30 to 8:30 pm
● Thursday 25 August 12:30 to 1:30 pm
To sign up for one of these sessions, click here or visit
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/webinars

Eleven new Child Safety Standards will come into place on July 1st.
Key changes include new requirements:
● to involve families and communities in organisations’ efforts to keep children and young
people safe
● for a greater focus on safety for Aboriginal children and young people
● to manage the risk of child abuse in online environments
● for greater clarity on the governance, systems and processes to keep children and
young people safe.
For more information, visit:
https://ccyp.vic.gov.au/news/new-child-safe-standards-start-in-victoria-on-1-july-2022-to-better-p
rotect-children/

Closure Days
As you will already be aware, our governing authority, DOBCEL, has approved two school closure
days for all Catholic schools in the Ballarat Diocese, on Friday 12th August and Monday 15th
August as a mid term break. We are very grateful that the board has recognised the pressure our
schools have, and continue to be under as we battle the challenges of Covid and other illnesses.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Environmental Sustainability
Did you know that August is platypus month in Australia?
We are so lucky to have a platypus population in our own backyard here in Hamilton.
Click here to learn more about the Grange Burn’s Platycam.
https://www.ghcma.vic.gov.au/2022/02/platycam-on-the-grange-burn/
Here are a few ways you can help protect the platypus:
● Don’t use yabby traps to catch yabbies in freshwater
streams.
● Don’t disturb platypuses if you see them.
● Plant native plants along the stream bank, it will protect the
banks and provide areas to live.
● Clean up streams by removing broken bottles and rubbish.
● Keep your dogs on a leash if walking them near platypus
habitat.
Catherine Egan

Christmas Parade
We are putting together a ‘What’s this Christmas Parade All About?’ document that will hopefully
be ready to go at the start of next week. It will be sent out both via Seesaw and also in a hard
copy. Keep an eye out!

Assembly
Our next assembly is in Term 3 on Friday 9th September at 2.55pm. Due to upcoming closure
days, we will miss our next assembly. Parents are welcome to attend and are invited to enter via
the Gr 4/5 outside doors. Ask at the office if you are unsure where to enter.

LEADERSHIP & STEWARDSHIP
Covid Update

It is strongly recommended by the Department of Health that face masks are worn in indoor
settings, with face masks mandatory for those aged 8 and over who are household contacts
and attending school. This is because wearing masks is effective in reducing the transmission of
COVID-19.
In practice, this means that the Victorian Government is recommending that, through to the
end of winter, students aged 8 and over and staff will wear masks when in class, except where
removing a mask is necessary for clear communication or when a particular activity requires
the removal of a mask.
Masks are not required to be worn outdoors but can be worn when physical distancing is not
possible. This recommendation should not constrain student participation in the full range of
school activities, including music, sport and performances.

The period of time when someone is considered a recently confirmed case and therefore
exempt from testing and isolation requirements has been reduced to 4 weeks. Previously, this
period was 12 weeks.
This means, staff or students that have recovered from COVID-19, are not required to get
tested or isolate/quarantine again if they are re-exposed to a case within 4 weeks of ending
the isolation period.
Additionally, where a student or staff member who is a household contact wishes to attend
school (and not isolate for 7 days) they must:
○
○
○

Continually test negative using a rapid antigen test, on at least 5 days out of the
7-day period (ensure tests are spaced at least 24 hours apart)
wear a mask indoors when outside your home (for those over 8 years of age)
notify their employer/school, and not visit hospitals or care facilities.

School Fees

School Fees are due and payable by the 31st August, 2022. This does not apply if you have a
regular payment plan in place or if you have recently spoken with Helen. Please call Helen or
Terrielynn if you are unable to pay your account by this date or if you have any queries on your
account. Thank you. Helen

St Patrick’s Folkie Camping Booking Form 2023

