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OUR VISION
As a Parish Catholic Primary School, we at St Mary’s are committed to creating a
vibrant educational community which is safe and nurturing for all children,
allowing each child to achieve their full potential, imbued with the Good News of
Jesus: one in which each person in our community is enabled to grow in dignity,
developing a living, loving relationship with Christ and others.

Acknowledgement of Country

SCHOOL VALUES
Treat others the way you would like to be
treated.
Respect Our School Hormati Sekolah Kita
Do Your Best Lakukan Yang Terbaik

Help Others to Succeed Bantu Teman Untuk Berhasil

IMPORTANT DATES
Term 2
● Mon 23rd May - start of Catholic Education Week
● Mon 23rd May - Open Morning @ 9.30 - 11am
● Tues 24th May - School Photos
● Wed 1st June - Catholic Education Week Mass with Monivae
● Sun 5th June - Sacrament of Confirmation
● Fri 10th June - Pupil Free Day - Wellbeing PD
● Mon 13th June - Queen’s Birthday public holiday
● Fri 24th June - Last day of Term 2
● Mon 11th July - First day of Term 3
● Thurs 14th & Thurs 21st July - Step Into Prep

Dear Parents and Carers,
Hopefully like me, you feel a great sense of pride at being part of a Catholic school. Our
school and parish community has much to celebrate when we consider our facilities, our
amazing children, families and staff, our traditions and the learning opportunities and
challenges that are offered to us daily. Students and staff will have the chance to reflect
on these concepts next week as we celebrate Catholic Education Week.
Don’t forget that our school photos will be taken on Tuesday. Please ensure your child is
in their full school uniform, including their jumper. Girls may wear their kilt or pants.
Enjoy the weekend shared with those you love most,

Terrielynn

CATHOLIC SCHOOL CULTURE
Christ our Teacher,
You dwell deep within each of our students:
In those who struggle academically,
and in those who excel;
In those who seek attention,
and in those who try to hide from notice;
In those surrounded by friends,
and in those feeling lonely.
Give us the grace to know your presence in each of them and to respond to
their needs
as you would to ours.
Amen

Parish News

MASS TIMES – 2022
Hamilton:
Saturday 6pm
Sunday 10.30am
Dunkeld:
Sunday 8.30am
Glenthompson:
Sunday 8.30am
Penshurst:
Sunday 8.30am

Prayers

Please keep our staff member Jenni Kanoniuk in your prayers. Jen has recently resigned from her
LSO role due to ill health. We send all our love and best wishes to her. The children have been
very busy making cards and writing letters which have given Jenni great joy and more than a few
laughs!
We also offer our prayers to other members of our community who are experiencing poor health
or other struggles.

Sacramental Program - Confirmation

The preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation continued on Wednesday evening with an
online meeting. The children and their families are encouraged to attend the weekly Parish
Masses. The Sacrament of Confirmation will be received on Sunday 5th June at 10am, St Mary’s
Church.

LEARNING AND TEACHING
School Wide Positive Behaviours

School Wide Positive Behaviour Support is: A multi-tiered framework for establishing the social
culture and behavioural supports needed for a school to achieve behavioural and academic
outcomes for all students.

At school we are working with our students on the following:
RESPECT - listen to and follow instructions given by adults
SAFETY - use sport and playground equipment for its correct purpose
We have also just recently reviewed our Behaviour Matrix and will share that with you in the
coming weeks, once staff and students have road-tested it!

Gr 6 Position
We are delighted to announce that Mr Adam Nankivell will be joining the Gr 6 team as Mrs Bec
Sherlock moves into maternity leave. We thank Bec for her hard work during the last term and
a half and congratulate Adam on his appointment.

NAPLAN
Last week our Gr 3 and Gr 5 students participated in NAPLAN. We thank them all for their ‘can
do’ attitude in completing this task. We also thank Chris Minney and Leroy Perez for their work
in coordinating NAPLAN and the Gr 3 and 5 staff for preparing and assisting the children.

Students Arriving Late to School
Staff have expressed their concerns regarding children arriving late to school. Even being 5 or
10 minutes late means that your child has missed the very important first instructions of the day,
which can often leave them feeling unprepared for their learning. We understand the busyness
of family life, however we also ask that children are here on time. Thanks for your support with
this.
If your child isn’t attending school for the day - please notify the school before 9.30am, as this is
a legal requirement. Each morning we phone parents who haven’t advised the school that
their child will not be attending. Imagine if there was a child in trouble one day and we had
lost time making unnecessary phone calls?

Sports Catch Up

Division Cross Country – Monday 23rd May
This coming Monday, we have five students who are representing our school at the Division
Cross Country, to be held at Deakin University, Warrnambool. Notes were sent home to those
families earlier in the week. We wish Tatum Bell, Charlotte Morton, Oliver Winnell, Sydney Smith
and Bryce McArthur all the best for their respective event on Monday.
Hooptime Basketball – Term Three
Last week, notes were sent home in regard to the Junior and Senior Hooptime carnivals to be
held early in Term Three. Thank you to those families who have already returned their form. The
notes must be returned by Wednesday May 25th, so teams can be registered and organised in
time.
With the number of students who are interested in playing, this means that we need plenty of
adult support to coach and score for our teams. Without adequate support, we may not be
able to give all students the opportunity to play. If you are able to help out, could you please
make sure you put yourself down for one of the roles. I am happy to be contacted to find out
further information about these roles if you are unsure.
If you have not received a form or require a new one, please contact me urgently, as late
forms will not be accepted.
Junior Football Clinic – Thursday 2nd June
I have been fortunate to secure an AFL football clinic for all students in Prep, Grade One and
Grade Two. During the day, junior homerooms will go outside for an hour, and will participate in
a range of skills, drills and games! There are no costs to families for this clinic, but we do ask that
your children come in their sports uniform. Let’s hope that the forecast is looking good for the
day!
Dates for your Diary
Division Cross Country (Monday 23rd May @ Deakin University, Warrnambool)
Regional Cross Country (Monday 30th May @ Deakin University, Warrnambool)
Junior Football Clinic (Thursday 2nd June @ St. Mary’s)
Junior Hooptime (Thursday 21st July @ HILAC)
Senior Hooptime (Monday 25th July @ HILAC)
Latham Wishart
lwishart@smhamilton.catholic.edu.au

WELLBEING

Child Safety

This term, we have asked each homeroom to give us some Child Safety tips to share with our
school community. This week, we have some more safe technology tips from 4/5W.
●
●
●
●

Sydney - be mindful of the language you use online.
Isabel - only friend people online that you know and trust.
Gemma - if you see something that you don’t think is safe, tell a trusted adult.
Owen - be careful about clicking on links online.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Environmental Sustainability
I had to share this very clever idea that I stumbled across in the
Grade 3 classroom last week.
If you are looking for an alternative to single use plastic but want to
make eating fruit easier for your child
and NO WASHING UP…
Why not try this hack?
The apple is cut into slices and then held
together with a rubber band. The rubber
band goes back in your lunchbox and
the core goes to the chooks!

Catherine Egan

School Photos
Just a reminder to return your photo forms to school. The school photos will be taken next Tuesday
24th May.

In The Art Room…
I am very excited to share our new St Mary’s Art Room Instagram page with families and friends.

For those that use Instagram and would like to follow along, the handle is @stmarysartroom.
Some new projects for each year level will make an appearance on this page, as will some of the
art processes we use. You may even get a sneak peak of some finished pieces! We look forward
to sharing our students’ creativity and some of the magic that happens in the art room.
Hannah Black

⭐

Christmas Parade
We are in talks (STILL) with our council regarding the reimagining/reemerging of our Christmas
Parade for 2022. Watch this space!

SAC AGM
Our School Advisory Council Annual General Meeting was held on Wednesday 11th May. Paul
Kuilboer and Peta Richards were both happy to continue for another two year term in their roles,
along with Jace Hollard and Elise Rhook who are just in their second year. Paul Kilboer was
nominated as our Chairperson. We thank Jace who fulfilled that role in 2021.
We also said thank you and farewell to Staff Representative Kerry Stevens. Kerry has given so very
generously of her time and energy over many, many years.
Catherine Egan has very kindly offered to take over from Kerry.

Assembly
Our next assembly is on Friday 3rd June at 2.40pm. Parents are welcome to attend and are
invited to enter via the Gr 4/5 outside doors. Ask at the office if you are unsure where to enter.

SeeSaw
We have noticed that SeeSaw may need an update - if your device doesn’t automatically
update, can you please (in your spare time) update the SeeSaw app.

Icy pole day
Last term our icy pole money went to Hillcrest Primary in Tasmania - after their devastating
jumping pillow accident. Below is a certificate of appreciation we received in the mail from
Hillcrest s Primary. Well done St Mary’s!!

LEADERSHIP & STEWARDSHIP
Covid Update

Face Masks
From 11:59 pm Friday 22 April, face masks, while recommended, are not required in any school
setting. This means students in grades 3 to 6, staff and visitors in primary schools are no longer
required to wear face masks. Any student or staff member who wishes to wear a mask may do
so, including those who are medically at-risk.
Rapid Antigen Test Screening Requirements
Students who have tested positive for COVID-19, and have completed their 7-day isolation
period, now do not need to undertake rapid antigen test (RAT) screening for 12 weeks after
their release from isolation. This was previously 8 weeks.
Household Contacts
Students who are household contacts of a COVID-19 case are not required to quarantine. They
may return to school as long as they undertake rapid antigen tests (RAT) 5 times during their
7-day period. They are required to notify the school that they are a household contact.
Students aged 8 years and above who are household contacts are required to wear face
masks when indoors at school unless they have a valid exemption.
If a student household contact returns a positive RAT result, they must isolate for 7 days.
Vaccination Requirements for Visitors to Schools
Parents, carers and other adult visitors (not performing work) are no longer required to show
evidence of two doses of COVID-19 vaccine.
RAT Screening Program Reminder
RATs will continue to be supplied for the first 4 weeks of Term 2 to support the early detection of
COVID-19 in our school.
The testing recommendations will remain the same this Term for students and staff with:
● mainstream schools – recommended to test at home twice a week
● specialist schools – recommended to test 5 days a week at home due to the higher risk
of severe illness for medically vulnerable children.
As we approach winter and flu season, the vaccination of children aged 5 to 11 and booster
shots for students 16+ remains the best way to ensure protection for students and staff.
If you have any concerns about getting your child vaccinated, please get in contact with your
GP or another health professional who can answer your questions.

Bus travel
Face masks are still required to be worn on all school buses by students aged 8 (Year 3) and
above.
School buses are classed as Public Transport by the Education Dept.
I know that this is awkward given that face masks are no longer required in school settings. Bus
drivers are still reporting that students are saying they don’t have to wear masks on buses now.
School buses are not school settings.

