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OUR VISION
As a Parish Catholic Primary School, we at St Mary’s are committed to creating a
vibrant educational community which is safe and nurturing for all children,
allowing each child to achieve their full potential, imbued with the Good News of
Jesus: one in which each person in our community is enabled to grow in dignity,
developing a living, loving relationship with Christ and others.

Acknowledgement of Country

SCHOOL VALUES
Treat others the way you would like to be
treated.
Respect Our School Hormati Sekolah Kita
Do Your Best Lakukan Yang Terbaik

Help Others to Succeed Bantu Teman Untuk Berhasil

IMPORTANT DATES
Term 2
● Monday 25th April - ANZAC Day and March
● Tuesday 26th April - First Day of Term 2
● Friday 29th April - School Cross Country
● Mon 2nd May - Fri 6th May - Gr 1/2 Swimming Program
● Fri 6th May - Mother’s Day celebration - format to be confirmed
● Mon 9th May - Fri 13th May - Prep Swimming Program
● Fri 10th June - Pupil Free Day
● Mon 13th June - Queen’s Birthday public holiday
● Fri 24th June - Last day of Term 2

Dear Parents and Carers,
What a celebration! We have completed a full term with all children onsite for the first
time in two years. It hasn’t been without its (Covid) challenges, but thank you to all of
you who have worked together to keep our community safe and our school open to
allow so much wonderful learning to take place this term. Thank you very much to all the
staff as well who have shown great flexibility and teamwork this term. We certainly are a
blessed community here at St Mary’s!
This Sunday is Palm Sunday, which marks the beginning of Holy Week. The coming week
provides us with the opportunity to take time to reflect on our Easter story and the gift of
the risen Jesus. There are many Church services during the holidays to mark the events of
Holy Week and the wonderful mystery of the resurrection. No matter where you are for
Easter, please take the time to investigate the service times in your location.
Thanks for a wonderful term. Enjoy the Easter break - relax and enjoy.
Take care,

Tania

CATHOLIC SCHOOL CULTURE
Parish News

MASS TIMES – 2022
Hamilton:
Saturday 6pm
Sunday 10.30am
Dunkeld:
Sunday 8.30am
Glenthompson:
Sunday 8.30am
Penshurst:
Sunday 8.30am
See Easter Mass times at the bottom of this newsletter.

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Congratulations to the children who have celebrated the Sacrament of Reconciliation this week.
We keep them in our prayers as they continue on their journey to full initiation into the Catholic
church.

Stations of the Cross

On Tuesday, the whole school came together to walk the Way of the Cross - Jesus' journey. The
children had worked together in their homeroom groups to develop 'freeze frames' to represent
each of the stations. It was a beautiful and reverent time together as we prepare for Holy Week
and the death and resurrection of Jesus.

LEARNING AND TEACHING
School Wide Positive Behaviours

School Wide Positive Behaviour Support is: A multi-tiered framework for establishing the social
culture and behavioural supports needed for a school to achieve behavioural and academic
outcomes for all students.

At school we are working with our
students on the following:
RESPECT - Give everyone the right to learn
SAFETY - Move safely around the space

Gr 6 Teaching Position

As you know, Bec Sherlock (Gr 6) will be leaving us in the middle of Term 2 when she welcomes
her new baby. Below is the advertisement for the teaching position that can also be found on
our website and in The Spectator.

Part Time Classroom Teacher 2022
Applications are invited from suitably experienced and graduate persons for a part time, fixed
term position of Classroom Teacher to commence on the 18th May 2022 until the 20th
December 2022. This is a Teacher Category position under the Victorian Catholic Education
Multi Enterprise Agreement 2018 with remuneration subject to a salary assessment. The position
is for three days a week – Wednesday, Thursday and Friday in a Gr 6 homeroom.
The successful applicant will have a demonstrated commitment to Catholic education and to
the safety and wellbeing of children.
The successful applicant will possess the skills and abilities necessary to provide students with a
rich and rewarding educational experience and will embrace a collegial, team-based
approach to teaching and learning.
The successful candidate will be appropriately qualified, demonstrate enthusiasm and ability to
deliver the appropriate curriculum to a range of educational abilities, and be able to provide
care and support for students whilst supporting and respecting the ethos of the school and its
environment.
The successful applicant will hold Victorian Institute of Teaching Registration.
How to apply:
A detailed position description and application requirements are available by accessing the
school website at www.smhamilton.catholic.edu.au
Applications should include a personal letter, current resume, document addressing the
selection criteria and completed application form and should be emailed to
principal@smhamilton.catholic.edu.au
Applications close: Friday 22nd April, 2022 at 4pm
Our school community promotes the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.

Sports Catch Up

Division Athletics Carnival
We have a small number of students who have qualified for the Division Athletics Carnival next
term. I have sent home a letter this week to those students who have qualified.
Prep to Grade Two Swimming Program
Our junior school will be given the opportunity to participate in a vital swimming program that
teaches them the fundamentals of swimming and water safety. Students in Grade One and
Two will be swimming each day in Week Two of Term Two, while the Preps will be in Week Three.
Parent helpers are essential during this program, so if you are able to help out, could you
please return the slip as soon as possible. If your child/ren have a HILAC membership can you
please forward those details to Latham ASAP, as we need to get this information to HILAC
before swimming begins. lwishart@smhamilton.catholic.edu.au
This must be received by Wednesday 27th April.
The blue medical form was also sent home this week. This must be completed in full and
returned by Wednesday 27th April.
School Cross Country
We will be hosting our school cross country on the first Friday of Term Two (29th April), beginning
at 12:15pm and concluding at approximately 1:30pm. All students from Prep to Grade Six will
be involved.
Thank you to those who have offered to help for this event. I do still require a few more helpers
for the event to run smoothly. If you are able to, could you please return the slip or message
me directly.
Dates for your Diary
Grade One and Two Swimming Program – (Mon 2nd May – Fri 6th May)
Prep Swimming Program – (Mon 9th May – Fri 13th May)
School Cross Country (Fri 29th April)
Division Athletics Carnival (Friday 6th May @ Brauerander Park, Warrnambool)
Latham Wishart
lwishart@smhamilton.catholic.edu.au

WELLBEING
Child Safety
Our Grade 6 leaders have some more child safety tips for us this week. These come from two of our
student leaders, Ruby and Eliza
Ruby - When you are out and about, make sure that a trusted adult knows where you are and who you
are with.
Eliza -If someone says something mean to you online or in real life, make sure to tell a trusted adult
straight away. They can help you.

Term 2 Webinars - Parental controls - eSafety Commissioner
Find out how to set up devices and apps to help keep young people safe online.
This webinar will include practical tips, demonstrations and advice - designed for parents and carers
of kids aged 4 to 13 years old.
The presentation will cover:
• the benefits and limitations of parental controls
• how to safely set up iOS and Android devices
• how to safely set up popular games and apps, like YouTube and Roblox

•
•

family tech agreements and other parenting strategies to manage online risks
how eSafety can help you when things go wrong.

The dates for this webinar are:
Tuesday 10 May 7.30 - 8.30 pm
Thursday 19 May 12.30 – 1.30 pm
Tuesday 31 May 12.30 – 1.30 pm
Click here to register, or visit https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/webinars

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Environmental Sustainability
Thank you for all of our environmental sustainability efforts this term. We have:
● Set up a responsible and environmentally aware waste system
● Endeavoured to reduce single use plastic waste from our school
● Participated in Clean Up Australia Day
● Introduced a worm farm
● Planted herbs and trees in our school garden
● Continued being part of the ‘bread tags for wheelchairs’ initiative
Not bad for one term. Our beautiful Sustainability team will meet and make a plan for Term 2.
Until then, we encourage all families to try and be plastic free in lunch boxes moving forward.
We wish everyone a safe, happy and healthy Term 1 break!
FYI! - Not sure how to get rid of all the chocolate egg foil in a sustainable way? GATHER, SCRUNCH
into at least a golf ball size and place in the recycling bin!

Catherine Egan

ANZAC DAY
Our school has once again been invited by the Hamilton branch of the RSL to take part in the
ANZAC Day parade and ceremonies. As a school, this is an important occasion to mark with our
wider community. Families are invited to meet at the front of Gray Street Primary School at
9:45am for a 10am start. Children are to wear their St Mary’s uniform. We hope that you are able
to join us.

SAC AGM
Our School Advisory Council Annual General Meeting will be held on Wednesday 11th May.
During Week 1 of Term 2, we will be asking for nominations for two parent representatives to
join the council. Stay tuned for more information.

Assembly
Our next assembly will be on Friday 6th May in Term 2 at 2.40pm. Fingers crossed we will be able
to gather together as a community!

Student Conveyance Allowance System
A Conveyance Allowance is available from the Education Department for students who live
more than 4.8km from their school. This allowance covers private car travel, private bus travel
(e.g. Portland/Heywood bus) and public transport (Guthrie’s Casterton bus and Trotters school
town bus services). To be eligible, students must live more than 4.8km by the shortest practicable
route to their nearest appropriate school (or for car travel, to the nearest bus stop) and must be
travelling on their closest transport service. If Public transport runs past your place of residence or
within 4.8kms of your residence then then you are not eligible.
[Travellers on private buses cannot also claim the car conveyance allowance.]
For further information, please contact St Mary’s Office or refer to the Website:
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/conveyance-allowance/print-all

Prep room donations
Thank you to all who have donated toys to our Prep classroom. We have a bounty of fantastic
toys the children will love to play with on inside play days. No more donations needed thank you.

Easter Raffle
What a wonderful response we had to our Easter raffle this year. Thanks so much to everyone who
sold and/or purchased tickets. Our Easter raffle is always a highlight at the conclusion of Term 1.
Thanks again to the Cleaver family for their organisation and congratulations to all of our prize
winners today. A great fundraiser for Project Compassion. The amount we have raised will be
published in the newsletter next term.

Icy Poles
This term we have been selling icy poles to raise money for the Hillcrest Primary School in
Tasmania where tragically the lives of six students were taken in a freak accident at the end of
Term 4 last year. Thanks to everyone who supported this wonderful cause. We have raised
approximately $300, a wonderful effort! We will sell icy poles again in Term 4.

LEADERSHIP & STEWARDSHIP
Covid Update
●
●
●
●
●

Following the recent government announcement, RATs will continue to be used until the
end of this term.
Masks will continue to be worn.
QR Codes will no longer be required in schools.
Parents/carers/visitors are able to come into the school building via the office, wearing
a mask and showing vaccination status.
Continuity of Learning - Where staff are affected by Covid – 19, every effort will be
made to replace the staff member with relief staff, school leadership and part time staff.
There may be an occasion when a homeroom will be asked to stay home if all efforts to
staff the class has been exhausted. This will be our last resort.

Good Friday Appeal Bake Sale

The bake sale will be held on GOOD FRIDAY THE 15th OF APRIL @ The Roxburgh from 9am until
sold out.
It's a good excuse to jump out of bed, get a cuppa and stock up on some yummy treats for
Easter. Please share this information and get the word out and support this awesome event
and raise some funds for the amazing Royal Children's hospital.
If we have any parent’s, grandparents and guardians who would like to bake for this day
please contact Erika on 0408721991.
Erika Murphy

School Dental Van
The School Dental van will be visiting St Mary’s the week of 13th June. Dental Van forms were
handed out last week and should have been returned this week if you were interested in your
child participating. Thank you!

Holy Week Mass Times - St Mary MacKillop Parish

Play Soccer in 2022
The Hamilton Soccer Club is looking for kids wanting to play soccer and be a part of our
MiniRoos program!
The focus for MiniRoos is an entry point to playing and enjoying the world game!

