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OUR VISION
As a Parish Catholic Primary School, we at St Mary’s are committed to creating a
vibrant educational community which is safe and nurturing for all children,
allowing each child to achieve their full potential, imbued with the Good News of
Jesus: one in which each person in our community is enabled to grow in dignity,
developing a living, loving relationship with Christ and others.

Acknowledgement of Country

SCHOOL VALUES
Treat others the way you would like to be
treated.
Respect Our School Hormati Sekolah Kita
Do Your Best Lakukan Yang Terbaik

Help Others to Succeed Bantu Teman Untuk Berhasil

IMPORTANT DATES
Term 1

● Monday 14th March - Long Weekend
● Wednesday 16th March - Learning Conversations
● Thursday 17th March - St Patrick’s Day - wear a touch of
green
● Tuesday 22nd March - Learning Conversations
● Tuesday 22nd March - Baimbridge College Transition Day
Gr 6s
● Thursday 31st March - Performance - ‘Attack of the Plastic
Monster’ - Gr 1-6 - Monivae PAC
● Friday 1st April - Teacher PD - Pupil Free Day
● Sacrament of Reconciliation - Wednesday 6th April,
Thursday 7th April & Friday 8th April
● Friday 8th April - Last day of Term 1 - 2.15 finish

Term 2
● Tuesday 26th April - First Day of Term 2

Dear Parents and Carers,
As we watch and listen to the news each day, it is heartbreaking to see the tragic events
going on in our world, from the floods here in Australia to the atrocities going on in
Ukraine. The people affected are very much in our prayers. It is more important than ever
that we celebrate and give thanks for the peace and calm in our own lives.
On a much more pleasant note, I will be taking Long Service Leave for the last two weeks
of this term. Our daughter Alexandra and her fiance Angus are to be married on Friday
8th April at our farm. We postponed in November due to Covid but we are much more
hopeful that it will happen this time!
Have a most wonderful long weekend, shared with those you love.

Terrielynn

CATHOLIC SCHOOL CULTURE

Parish News

MASS TIMES – 2021
Hamilton:
Saturday 6pm
Sunday 10.30am
Dunkeld:
Sunday 8.30am
Glenthompson:
Sunday 8.30am
Penshurst:
Sunday 8.30am

Enhancing Catholic School Identity Survey (ECSI)

I write to invite you to participate in the ECSI Survey which will assist us in better understanding
how our Catholic identity is expressed in work and practice here at St Mary’s.
The Catholic University in Leuven was commissioned by the Catholic Education Commission of
Victoria Ltd (CECV) to design a process and tools, based on sound research, to accomplish
the goal of understanding our current Catholic identity and where the school community
might like to see itself in the future.
The ECSI Survey is a key element of this process and I write to request your participation. The
online survey gathers responses from students in Years 5 and 6, staff and a representative
sample of parents.
You may receive a letter asking you to complete the survey online; it may take up to an hour
to do so. Try not to get caught up in the questions, simply respond intuitively. We would be so
very grateful if you could take the time to complete the survey. Please contact us at school if
you have any questions or queries.

LEARNING AND TEACHING
School Wide Positive Behaviours

School Wide Positive Behaviour Support is: A multi-tiered framework for establishing the social
culture and behavioural supports needed for a school to achieve behavioural and academic
outcomes for all students.

At school we are working with our students on the following:
RESPECT - using please and thank you
SAFETY - sharing the school’s resources with others

Learning Conversations

On Wednesday the 16th of March and Tuesday 22nd March, homeroom teachers will be
conducting Learning Conversations with students and families. If you could please enter
through your child's outside classroom door and you are required to show your vaccination
certificate. If you are unable to show your vaccination certificate we can conduct these
conversations outside.
This is a wonderful way for you to catch up together. Your child/s date and time was sent out
via SeeSaw this week.

Change to Pupil Free Day

We were to have a Religious Education day for our teaching staff on Tuesday 26th April. This has
now been changed to Friday 1st April (this is not an April Fool’s Day joke!) This also means that
Term 2 will start on Tuesday 26th April, not Wednesday 27th April as previously advertised.

Sports Catch Up

District Athletics – Thursday 17th March
A note was sent home earlier this week to students who are representing St. Mary’s at the
District Athletics Carnival. Please ensure that this note and the program are brought on
Thursday, and that your child is aware of the times of their event(s). Thank you to parents who
have volunteered to assist with running high jump. We look forward to sharing some results next
week!
Saturday Morning Netball
Please note that there is no Saturday Morning Netball this weekend, due to the Labour Day
long weekend.
Division Swimming – Friday 4th March
Pippa Richards and Carter Rhook both represented our school in the Division Swimming
Carnival last Friday. They both achieved PB’s in their respective freestyle races. Pippa placed
12th out of 41 participants, while Carter placed 14th out of 22 in freestyle. A super effort,
congratulations!

Dates for your Diary
●

District Athletics – Thursday 17th March
@ Pedrina Park

Latham Wishart
lwishart@smhamilton.catholic.edu.au

WELLBEING
Child Safety
eSafety’s parent guide to cyberbullying and online drama - March 10, 15 & 23
This Term 1 webinar will provide parents and carers with the tools to support young people to
have safe and respectful online relationships. It will also offer advice about what to do when
things go wrong. It is designed for parents and carers of young people aged 11 to 18 years old.
It will cover:
- -starting conversations with your child about their online friendships and positive ways to
deal with changing relationships
- understanding the rights, laws and community expectations that govern social media use
- where to seek help if your child is involved in a cyberbullying incident.
Register here for this webinar. https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/webinars
Keeping our children safe is a priority at St Mary’s. All our Child Safe policies are available to view
on our website. For more information regarding child safety and to view presentations of the
Seven Child Safety Standards you can log on to the following webpage:
https://ccyp.vic.gov.au/child-safety/resources/videos-presentations/#TOC-1

National Day of Action Against Bullying and Violence

On Friday 18th March we will acknowledge that bullying and violence is never okay. In
homerooms our students will focus on this, learning about what is and isn’t bullying and how to
develop the skills and voice to call it out.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Environmental Sustainability

Clean Up Australia Day - for schools

What a fabulous job we did together, cleaning up our school yard
last Friday.
Our Leaders did a wonderful job explaining where we put different
types of rubbish and why we must separate it rather than placing it all
in the same bin.
We were lucky to have some Southern Grampians Shire
representatives join us in our efforts and we thank Brett Holmes and
Ashlea Sealey for taking interest in this special annual event and
supporting our school’s efforts.
New data that was requested this year was the amount of disposable
face masks that were gathered.
Clean Up Australia Day is a time to raise awareness about keeping our environment clean and
learning where to put rubbish. (Mazie)
We want the natural beauty of Australia to stay as we expect it to be. (Ollie)
It’s a time for people to clean up their own communities. (Scott)
I think it’s a good idea to do our bit for the environment. (Olivia)
Everyone participated well on Friday - it was fun! (Sam)
Catherine Egan

ANZAC DAY

As in past years, we will pay our respects on ANZAC Day by participating in the community
ceremony at 10.30am. This is an opportunity for our school families to march together. All children
must be accompanied by an adult and wear their school uniform. We will share more details as
they come to us.

Assembly

Our next assembly will be on Friday 18th March at 2.40pm.

Icy Poles

This term we are selling icy poles every Friday for $1.00 each. We are raising money for the
Hillcrest Primary School in Tasmania where tragically the lives of six students were taken in a freak
accident at the end of Term 4 last year. Thanks for supporting this wonderful cause.

LEADERSHIP & STEWARDSHIP
Covid Update
●
●
●
●
●

Following the recent government announcement, RATs will continue to be used until the
end of this term.
Masks will continue to be worn.
QR Codes will no longer be required in schools.
Parents/carers/visitors are able to come into the school building via the office, wearing
a mask and showing vaccination status.
Continuity of Learning - Where staff are affected by Covid – 19, every effort will be made
to replace the staff member with relief staff, school leadership and part time staff. There
may be an occasion when a homeroom will be asked to stay home if all efforts to staff
the class has been exhausted. This will be our last resort.

School Fees

School Fees for 2022 have been sent home today. Direct Debit forms are available from the
office or if you would prefer to set up your own Direct Debit, the account details are located on
the top right hand side of your fee statement. All accounts are due by 31st August, 2022 unless
you are on a regular payment plan.
If you have any queries concerning your account, please contact me at the office or via email
helen@smhamilton.catholic.edu.au
Thank you, Helen

