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OUR VISION
As a Parish Catholic Primary School, we at St Mary’s are committed to creating a
vibrant educational community which is safe and nurturing for all children,
allowing each child to achieve their full potential, imbued with the Good News of
Jesus: one in which each person in our community is enabled to grow in dignity,
developing a living, loving relationship with Christ and others.

Acknowledgement of Country

SCHOOL VALUES
Treat others the way you would like to be
treated.
Respect Our School Hormati Sekolah Kita
Do Your Best Lakukan Yang Terbaik

Help Others to Succeed Bantu Teman Untuk Berhasil

IMPORTANT DATES
Term 1
●

●
●
●
●
●

Friday 11th Feb - Pupil Free Day - Scaffolding Literacy PD
Friday 25th Feb - Start of School Year Liturgy at School
Saturday 26th Feb - Gr 6 Leadership Mass @ 6pm
Monday 28th Feb - Wed 2nd March - Gr 6 Bridgewater Camp
Monday 14th March - Long Weekend
Friday 8th April - Last day of Term 1 - 2.15 finish

Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome back to school for 2022! We are all very excited to start the school year and
see what opportunities come our way. We already know about the difficulties - we are in
the middle of dealing with them! Covid continues to provide us with many challenges
and together we are working through them, just as we have done for the past two years.
Please continue to refer to our 2022 Covid Guidelines for information about the current
situation.
A very warm and friendly welcome to the students and families who have begun their

school journey with us this year. We hope that St Mary’s provides you with a positive and
strong educational experience. We also welcome back the families that are already part
of our community - we hope to see more of you than we did in 2020 and 2021!
Please remember that I am always more than happy to assist with any queries, concerns
and ideas or just to be a listening ear. You are always welcome to contact me by phone
at school or call in for a chat (once we get past the next few weeks!) If you would like to
use e-mail or Seesaw to make a suitable time that would be great, otherwise ring the front
office to check my diary. My door is always open - literally and virtually!
For those that are new, you will notice that the information in our newsletter is under five
headings - Catholic School Culture, Learning and Teaching, Wellbeing, Community
Engagement and Leadership and Stewardship - which are considered the important
characteristics highly effective Catholic Schools focus on. All the work we do at school
with staff comes under these headings.
Have a most wonderful weekend, shared with those you love.

Terrielynn

CATHOLIC SCHOOL CULTURE

Dear Lord, use my eyes to see new friends.
Open my ears to hear my teacher.
Open my mind to learn new things.
Let my heart remember you are near
when I am afraid.
Help me to love others like you do.
I want to shine your light so brightly in my school.
Amen

Prayers

Over the holidays a number of our families and staff lost loved ones and many were unable to
farewell them due to the different Covid restrictions across our states. Know that you are all very
much in our thoughts and prayers.

Congratulations!

We are delighted to announce that Bec Sherlock (Gr 6 teacher) and her husband Nick will
welcome a new baby in the middle of the year. Wonderful news! The baby boom continues at St
Mary’s!

Parish News

MASS TIMES – 2021
Hamilton:
Saturday 6pm
Sunday 10.30am
Dunkeld:
Sunday 8.30am
Glenthompson:
Sunday 8.30am
Penshurst:
Sunday 8.30am

LEARNING AND TEACHING
School Wide Positive Behaviours

School Wide Positive Behaviour Support is: A multi-tiered framework for establishing the social
culture and behavioural supports needed for a school to achieve behavioural and academic
outcomes for all students.

At school we are working with our students on the following:
RESPECT - following instructions
SAFETY - hand off others

Information Evening

Again this year we have decided to use our love of technology to deliver a Covid safe
Information Evening. On WEDNESDAY 23rd FEBRUARY, we will be uploading information sessions
from all the areas of the school for you to view at your leisure in the comfort of your home. Pop
the date on your calendar so you know when to look out for the videos.

Sports Catch Up

Welcome back to another year of sport at St. Mary’s!
Saturday Morning Netball
Saturday Morning Netball is happening again for Term One this year! It is open to students in
Grades Three – Six. Please note that your child does not need to have had any experience in
playing netball to participate. If your child is interested in playing, could you please either send
me a Seesaw message or email expressing your interest. The turnaround in getting the teams
organised is very short, so I appreciate your diligence with this.
Teams will also need one umpire and one scorer. Without these volunteers, teams are unable to
play. You also need a current Working With Children Check to participate in these roles. If you
could assist in one of these roles, could you also message me outlining your interest.
The season begins on Saturday 19th February, so teams must be finalised by the end of next
week. More information will be sent out soon.
School Athletics – Thursday 3rd March
Our Athletics Day is being held on Thursday 3rd March! It will run from 9.30am – 2.30pm on the
Monivae Oval. We thank Monivae again for allowing us to use their wonderful facilities and
equipment. A helper slip note was sent home to all families except Prep earlier in the week. If
you can help by taking a group of students around the events for the day or help setting up
equipment in the morning, could you please return the slip as soon as possible.
District Tennis – Friday 18th February
The Hamilton District Tennis Tournament is running again in 2022. If your child is in Grade 4, 5 or 6
and is currently playing in an organised tennis competition or is undertaking lessons, they are
welcome to enter. They will need to be able to serve consistently, be familiar with the rules of
tennis and be able to score a set on their own. If you are interested, please see Mr. Wishart by
Wednesday 9th February for an information note and entry form.
Division Swimming – Date to be Confirmed
With the unforeseen circumstances surrounding last year and us being unable to run a school
swimming carnival, qualification for the Division Swimming is different this year. If your child has
turned 9, 10, 11, 12 or 13 by the 30/12/2021, they are eligible to register.
If you wish to enter your child, please send through the 50m times for their events. Please email
these to me as soon as possible, so we can begin organising this. Thank you for your
understanding.

Dates for your Diary
Saturday Morning Netball begins – 19th February
District Tennis – Friday 18th February
School Athletics – Thursday 3rd March @ Monivae
Division Swimming – @ Aquazone, Warrnambool - Date to be confirmed
District Athletics – Thursday 17th March @ Pedrina Park
Regional Swimming – Friday 18th March @ Horsham
It is going to be a huge year of sports at St. Mary’s this year. If you have any questions, please
do not hesitate to email me at any time, and I will endeavour to get back to you as soon as
possible!
Latham Wishart
lwishart@smhamilton.catholic.edu.au

Library 2022
“The only thing that you absolutely have to know, is the location
of the library.” Albert Einstein
What is a Library? A definition…
Harrods librarian’s glossary and reference book defines Library as:
“1) a collection of books and other literary material kept for reading, study and consultation.
2) A place, building, rooms, set apart for the keeping and use of a collection of books etc.”
S.R. Rananathan [said] “A library is a public institution or establishment charged with the care of
books, [and] the duty of making them accessible [to] those who require the use of them.”
Where is our school Library?
●
Our Library is situated in the centre of our school.
●
It is in the middle of our Learning Street.
● Library Miss Stevens’ workroom is at the west end of our Learning Street.
Who is our school Librarian?
● Library Miss Stevens is our Teacher/Librarian.
Where and when will my child(ren) have their Library lessons this year?
●
Library lessons will take place in your child(ren)’s homeroom.
●
Library Miss Stevens will teach these lessons.
●
Our students will have their Library lessons on the following days –

What will our children need to be able to access our school Library?
● Our students are encouraged to borrow books each week from our school Library
collection, to take home and read for pleasure with their families and/or independently.
● They will need a Library Bag, clearly named, to put these books in to ensure the books
are cared for and enjoyed by all.
● This year our students will be able to visit our Library at lunchtimes on Wednesdays.

How does our Library work?
Our Library collection is divided into three sections –
1. FICTION books, which includes Picture Story books and Novels or Chapter books,
2. NON-FICTION books and
3. REFERENCE books.
● Books can be borrowed from both the FICTION and NON-FICTION sections.
● REFERENCE books remain at school so all students have the opportunity to refer to them.
● To keep our collection relevant, new items are regularly purchased and out-dated or
woven items removed.
● This year will continue to improve our NON-FICTION collection.
● Library Miss Stevens has allocated time to manage this task and others each week.
● Library Monitors (students from Grade 5) will assist in our Library.
Who can borrow from our school Library?
● All members of our school community are welcome to browse our collection and borrow
books to read, remembering that it is a place of learning.
● Library Miss Stevens is only too happy to show you how to do this.
● All who access this valued and valuable resource are to be mindful of its location in the
Learning Street.
● The Learning Street is that, a place of learning and our three school rules are to be
adhered to at all times.
*Respect Our School *Do Your Best *Help Others to Succeed
What is Book Club?
● A couple of times each term, families have the opportunity to purchase books from the
Scholastic Book Club.
● A form, to select books from, is sent home with the students.
● Kristi Lewis is our school’s Book Club Co-Ordinator. We sincerely thank Kristi for her
continued support of our school.
● Orders are sent back to our school office with the money. Orders can also be placed
online and Kristi will be happy to assist you to do this.
● Purchasing is not compulsory, however our school does receive reward vouchers as
purchases accumulate and the vouchers can be spent on other educational resources.
● Books as gifts are treasured.
Dates to Remember!
● Wednesday 25th May 2022 – National Simultaneous Story-time Day, (N.S.S.D.) organised
by the Australian Library and Information Association (A.L.I.A.)
● 20th -26th August, 2022 – The Children’s Book Council of Australia (C.B.C.A.) run BOOK
WEEK. This year’s theme is ‘Dreaming with eyes open……’
● BOOK FAIR – Week of the 15th August, 2022

What have you read lately?

Happy reading Everyone!

WELLBEING
Child Safety

Welcome back to another year! We look forward to bringing you more information in this space.
To begin the year, we have asked our school captains, Erin Houlihan and Xander McIntosh for
some of their Child Safe tips:
Erin - When you are online, make sure you are using kind words to others, just like you would in real
life and if something happens, make sure you tell someone straight away.
Xander - When you are playing outside, make sure you are treating each other the way you
would like to be treated - with kindness and respect.
Keeping our children safe is a priority at St Mary’s. All our Child Safe policies are available to view
on our website. For more information regarding child safety and to view presentations of the
Seven Child Safety Standards you can log on to the following webpage:
https://ccyp.vic.gov.au/child-safety/resources/videos-presentations/#TOC-1

Nut Free School

As we have children who have severe nut allergies please do not include nuts/peanut
butter/Nutella in lunchboxes. Please encourage children to wash hands before and after eating.
Food is also not to be shared. Labels that read ‘Traces of nuts’ or ‘May contain nuts’ are okay to
have at school. This is a learning time for us all so be patient as we continue to read labels and
give you all the information you will need as families. Thank you!

Annual School nurse visit for Preps

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Environmental Sustainability

TerraCycle
Thank you to everyone who gave their old markers for recycling
at the end of last year.
We dropped the markers off at Officeworks during the holidays
and it felt wonderful knowing that the old markers would be
recycled in a sustainable way. Remember it's the small things we
can manage each day that really do make a difference!
Catherine Egan

Welcome!

As well as our many new families, we also welcome new staff members. Teachers Mrs. Lee-Ann
Elmes in 1/2 and Miss Teagan Wishart in 4/5 and Learning Support Officers Mrs Dana Smith in 1/2,
Mrs Tegan Beaton in Gr 3 and Mr Ben Starkie in Gr 3. We are very lucky to have them working
alongside our already amazing team.

Assembly

Our next assembly will be on Friday 18th February at 2.40pm.

School Advisory Council (SAC)

The St Mary’s School Advisory Council (SAC) is the body that assists and advises the Parish Priest
and Principal in the formalisation and adoption of school policies and decision making processes.
The Advisory Council meets approximately twice per term.
2022 SAC Members – Fr Paddy (Parish Priest), Terrielynn Groves (Principal), Tania Stevens (Deputy
Principal), Helen O’Brien (Business Manager), Kerry Stevens (Staff Representative), John Hockey
(Parish Representative), Jace Hollard (Parent Representative and Chairperson), Elise Rhook
(Parent Representative), Peta Richards (Parent Representative) and Paul Kuilboer (Parent
Representative)

Icy Poles

This term we are selling icy poles every Friday for $1.00 each. We are raising money for the Hillcrest
Primary School in Tasmania where tragically the lives of six students were taken in a freak accident
at the end of Term 4 last year. We will begin selling them on Friday 11th February.

LEADERSHIP & STEWARDSHIP
Student Leaders

At the end of last year, we were delighted to announce our Student Leaders for 2022.
School Captains – Erin Houlihan and Xander McIntosh
House Captains – Maddie Anson and Alan Burrowes - Rosaria
Dustyn Cooper and Isaac Robbins - Lourdes
Ruby Read and Layla Sheldrake - Fatima
Ally Holmes and Charli Lewis - Loreto
School Councillors – Stella Krasoudakis, Conor Knight, Bentley Bacon, Lachlan Hiatt and Bryce
Mc Arthur,
Sustainability Leaders - Ollie Tarrant, Sam Handreck, Scott Crupi, Mazie Perriman, Eliza Smith and
Olivia Njoroge
We congratulate all of these students and look forward to working with them throughout the
year.

Staff Leadership Team

Our staff Leadership Team is vital to the running of our school and, in 2022, consists of the
following Terrielynn Groves, Tania Stevens, Chris Minney, Helen O’Brien, Lindy Cullinane, Mharni Gordon
and Erin Wolfe.

Student Attendance

It is a legal requirement for schools to contact parents if students are absent from school
without an explanation – ‘on the day of the absence, as soon as is practical’. As a result, our
office staff are required to contact you at 9.30am if your child is absent from school and you
have not let us know already. Please contact the school by phone (leave a message if
required), e-mail office@smhamilton.catholic.edu.au

A Few Reminders!

Please be aware of the following information regarding bell times and supervision. It is
important that you support us in our daily routine so that we can ensure the safety of all
students.

8.45 - 8.55

Organisation time

8.55 – 11.00

Learning time (fruit time @ approx. 10.00am)

11.00 – 11.20

Playtime

11.20 – 11.30

Eating time.

11.30 – 1.20

Learning time

1.20 – 1.30

Eating time

1.30 – 2.10

Playtime

2.10 – 3.15

Learning time

3.15

Dismissal bell

·
·
·
·
·

Members of staff provide supervision for students from 8.30am until 3.30pm.
Students should not arrive at school before 8.30am.
Students must be picked up promptly following the 3.15pm bell.
At least two teachers are on duty at recess and lunch times.
No child is to leave school before the dismissal bell unless permission has been granted. In
these circumstances, the student needs to be signed out in the register at the Office.
Thank you for your support in all these school matters!

Uniform

Students are to wear their summer uniform for Term 1.
Hats MUST be worn during this term at recess, lunchtime and other outdoor events. For students
who don’t have their hat, they will need to sit under the shade sails. Please ensure that your
children have their name on their hat and all items of their uniform.
Please note that St Mary’s uniform items can be purchased from Accurate Clothing in Gray St.
The students are able to wear fitness trackers (Fitbits) to school. Below are the guidelines. Please
read them carefully so you and your children know the expectations.
The children may wear plain navy or black socks with their sport uniform. Navy socks need to be
worn with the normal school uniform - NOT white or black. Please contact the school if you
have any questions or queries.

GUIDELINES FOR WEARING A FITNESS TRACKER TO SCHOOL

1. Fitness trackers can be worn at the discretion of families. No responsibility will be
taken by the school for the damage or loss of these items.
2. Fitness trackers are not to be used in class time for anything other than telling the
time unless advised by a staff member.
3. Misuse of a fitness tracker by a student will result in the item being removed from
the student until the end of the day and then sent home. The student will not be
able to wear it at school for the next four weeks. The homeroom teacher will
phone parents/carers to inform them of this decision.

