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OUR VISION
As a Parish Catholic Primary School, we at St Mary’s are committed to creating a
vibrant educational community which is safe and nurturing for all children,
allowing each child to achieve their full potential, imbued with the Good News of
Jesus: one in which each person in our community is enabled to grow in dignity,
developing a living, loving relationship with Christ and others.

Acknowledgement of Country

SCHOOL VALUES
Treat others the way you would like to be
treated.
Respect Our School Hormati Sekolah Kita
Do Your Best Lakukan Yang Terbaik

Help Others to Succeed Bantu Teman Untuk Berhasil

IMPORTANT DATES
Term 4

● 15th December - Gr 6 Graduation, 6pm @ St Mary’s Church
● 16th December - Final Assembly at 2.40pm
● 16th December - last day of 2021 for students - 3.15pm finish

2022 DATES

Friday 28th Jan - Staff PD Day
Monday 31st Jan - Staff Day
Tuesday 1st Feb - First Day For Students
Friday 11th Feb - Pupil Free Day - Scaffolding Literacy PD
Sunday 27th Feb - Beginning of the Year Mass
Monday 28th Feb - Wed 2nd March - Gr 6 Bridgewater Camp
Monday 14th March - Long Weekend
Friday 8th April - Last day of Term 1 - 2.15 finish

Dear Parents and Carers,
This is our last newsletter for 2021! And what a year it has been! We have faced many
challenges but also experienced much joy.
I would like to wish all of our St Mary’s staff, students, parents, families and friends a very
holy and peaceful Christmas. Please take the time to enjoy being in each other’s
presence and celebrating the real meaning of this beautiful liturgical season. It is a time
of year that brings us new strength and hope in ourselves, each other and all that we
hold close – especially our faith. This year more than ever, take the time at Christmas to
reflect on the story of Jesus’ birth and the gift that His life and teachings provide for us.
Have a most wonderful holiday, shared with those you love. Take care and we look
forward to 2022 with great hope.

Terrielynn

CATHOLIC SCHOOL CULTURE
Third Sunday of Advent

Parish News

MASS TIMES – 2021
Hamilton:
Saturday 6pm
Sunday 10.30am
Dunkeld:
Sunday 8.30am
Glenthompson:
Sunday 8.30am
Penshurst:
Sunday 8.30am

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal

Wow what a wonderful collection of Christmas cakes and puddings families have donated for
this year's appeal. They are being collected today to be distributed amongst the community. If
you missed out on donating please forward your pudding onto St Mary’s Church in Hamilton.
Thank you so much to all those families who have made a donation!

End of Year Liturgy

This morning we gathered as students and staff with Fr Paddy and Sr Marg to give thanks for the
year that has been 2021. What a wonderful celebration! Taking time to join together to thank
God for the gift of each other and all that we have is a very special and important event in our
school.

Gr 6 Graduation

We will celebrate our Gr 6s on Wednesday 15th December, 6pm at St Mary’s Church. The Gr 6
students will be able to attend with family members who are fully vaccinated. We are looking
forward to this very special celebration.

LEARNING AND TEACHING
School Wide Positive Behaviours

At school we are working with our students on the following:
RESPECT - following instructions
SAFETY - using the playground equipment properly

Office Hours End of Year
The School office will close at 4pm Thursday 16th December. It will reopen Tuesday 1st February
at 8:30am.

Headphones

We have decided to add headphones to the Prep stationary list in a similar way that we do with
calculators. Covid has contributed to this decision as well as the hope that the children will treat
their own headphones with more respect than some children treat the ones supplied by school.
We still have class sets for the Gr 1-6s so this will be a gradual phase in. This was passed at our
recent School Advisory Council Meeting.

2022 Pupil Free Days

At our last SAC meeting, the following Pupil Free Days were also approved for 2022.
Friday 10th June - ReLATE Program (Wellbeing)
Friday 26th August - ReLATE Program (Wellbeing)

Orientation Day

We enjoyed a great day on Tuesday when all students moved into the homeroom they will be in
next year. The place was buzzing with excitement, and some nerves, as the students and staff
took some time to get to know each other.

Sports Catch Up

Grade 3-6 Swimming Program (2022)
I am currently looking at our sporting calendar for next year, and I am hoping to complete our
Grades 3-6 swimming program and carnival early in Term One at Monivae.
However, the major hurdle at this present moment is the availability of qualified swim instructors. If
you are one, or know of somebody who is, I would love to get in touch with them! We would love
to have you for approximately 2 hours per day, over a period of 4 weeks in mid-late February
and early March. This is a paid role, and you are teaching our kids one of the most valuable life
skills!
Please get in touch with me via Seesaw or email if you are interested!

Saturday Morning Netball – HILAC
Thank you to everyone who was involved with this term's Saturday morning netball program. It is
amazing to have such wonderful and passionate coaches, umpires and parents who went and
supported our kids each week. Well done to all students who were involved, and I look forward
to continuing this program into Term One next year!
Get Active Kids Voucher Program
This program helps eligible families engage their kids (aged 0-18) in organised sport and
recreation activities. The vouchers reimburse costs such as membership and registration fees,
uniforms and equipment. The link below contains a short video and clear details regarding
eligibility criteria. https://www.getactive.vic.gov.au/vouchers/
Dates for your Diary
2022 Athletics Carnival – TBC
Latham Wishart
lwishart@smhamilton.catholic.edu.au

Student Leaders 2022

We are delighted to announce our Student Leaders for 2022. We will celebrate these children
further at our beginning of the year Mass on Sunday 27th February, 2022.
Congratulations to the following students -

School Captains - Erin Houlihan & Xander McIntosh
Lourdes House Captains - Isaac Robbins & Dustyn Cooper
Fatima House Captains - Ruby Read & Layla Sheldrake
Rosaria House Captains - Maddie Anson & Alan Burrowes
Loreto House Captains - Ally Holmes & Charli Lewis
Sustainability Leaders - Ollie Tarrant, Sam Handreck, Scott Crupi & Mazie Perriman
School Councillors - Stella Krasoudakis, Conor Knight, Bentley Bacon, Lachlan
Hiatt & Bryce Mc Arthur

WELLBEING
Child Safety

The eSafety Commissioner has announced the topics and times for their parent webinars for Term
One next year. These are very worthwhile webinars and they are excellent resources when
working with our children around how to be safe and respectful online.
Please click this link here to access all of the information, dates and links.
If you missed any of the online webinars this year, click here to access short videos and
downloadable parent information sheets to accompany this year's webinars.
I look forward to bringing you more information in this space in 2022.
Tania Stevens

Pastoral Care

Hello All, as this is the final message of the year I would like to thank you all for your continued
support and wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, enjoy your family time
together.
We have all experienced lots of change and uncertainty over these last couple of years so I
hope you manage to have a relaxing and bonding time with family and friends. We can only
hope that 2022 is a more settled year.
Just to let you know that I will be working the first week before Christmas, Monday, Tuesday and
then Thursday, after which I will be on leave until the end of January.
Once again many thanks for a productive year and I look forward to working with you in 2022.
Merry Christmas, Kind regards
Lisa Gonnet, Schools pastoral care worker 0400994032

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Environmental Sustainability

Wow! What an amazing response we had to our poetry competition. Thank you one and all for
your participation, the quality of your entries and the enthusiasm in which you took part.
The main thing we as an Environmental Sustainability working team noticed is the varied topics
covered in the poems. The poems show that children care about our planet and know many
things we can do to protect it.
The team worked together using a rubric to help judge the pieces. I can honestly say that it was
a very hard task but we have come up with a 4 winners as follows:
Congratulations to the winners:
Prep: Indiana Perriman
1/2: Johannah Winnell
3/4: Luella Causer
5/6: Emily Beattie.
We look forward to running some more competitions next year.
From the Environmental Sustainability team, happy festive season.
Thank you for supporting our Sustainability projects this year. We
are very keen for an environmentally sustainable 2022!
Catherine Egan

Lucky Draw
It would be an understatement to say that 2021 has been a challenging year! So, we have
decided that we will once again have two lucky draws at the end of the year – one for our
parents and one for our students.
Groves Real Estate is donating a $500 gift card that can be spent anywhere and Daktari a $150
voucher to be spent at Daktari. Parent Cat Moore has very generously donated an hour-long
massage too! Thank you Cat!
Each family and student will be put into this draw for free. It is the very least we can do! We are
very grateful to both local businesses for generously donating to our school. The prizes will be
drawn at our last assembly on THURSDAY 16th DECEMBER. Good luck!

LEADERSHIP & STEWARDSHIP
COVID Update

Current Covid restrictions include ● Wearing of masks inside and outside (if you can’t socially distance outside)
● Masks mandated for students in 3-6
● Masks recommended for students in P-2
● Visitors limited to those deemed essential
● Signing in on entry to school office
● Children staying home if unwell
As mandated by the government, all visitors to school grounds that are doing more than picking
up or dropping off children, will be required to show proof of their double vaccination status.
Please contact me if this causes concerns for you.

School Fees

At our School Advisory Council meeting on Wednesday 24th November, 2021 an increase in
school fees for 2022 was approved. In order to meet our increasing costs and provide the
learning programs that we do, it was agreed to raise the fees by 3.0%. This calculates to the
following:
Family fee
$1240
(increase of $36 per family)
Capital fee
$196
(increase of $6 per family)
Student fee
$275
(increase of $8 per student)
Please note that our fees only make up the difference between the Government (Federal and
State) funding we receive and the amount the Government determines as the cost of educating
a Primary student. Fees do not mean that we have extra money in our budget to expend on
additional resources.
The Family Fee Assistance scheme will be available again in 2022. Families who qualify for the
scheme will pay $520 per annum for primary school tuition fees. The discounted fee covers
tuition and capital fees only. It does not cover additional charges such as camps, student fees,
and excursions.
If you have any queries regarding school fees or funding please do not hesitate to contact me.
Helen

