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OUR VISION
As a Parish Catholic Primary School, we at St Mary’s are committed to creating a
vibrant educational community which is safe and nurturing for all children,
allowing each child to achieve their full potential, imbued with the Good News of
Jesus: one in which each person in our community is enabled to grow in dignity,
developing a living, loving relationship with Christ and others.

Acknowledgement of Country

SCHOOL VALUES
Treat others the way you would like to be
treated.
Respect Our School Hormati Sekolah Kita
Do Your Best Lakukan Yang Terbaik

Help Others to Succeed Bantu Teman Untuk Berhasil

IMPORTANT DATES
Term 4
●
●
●
●
●

7th December - Orientation Day
10th December - End of year Liturgy for students and staff @ school
15th December - Gr 6 Graduation, 6pm @ St Mary’s Church
16th December - Final Assembly at 2.40pm
16th December - last day of 2021 for students - 3.15pm finish

2022 DATES

Friday 28th Jan - Staff PD Day
Monday 31st Jan - Staff Day
Tuesday 1st Feb - First Day For Students
Friday 11th Feb - Pupil Free Day - Scaffolding Literacy PD
Monday 28th Feb - Wed 2nd March - Gr 6 Bridgewater Camp
Monday 14th March - Long Weekend
Friday 8th April - Last day of Term 1 - 2.15 finish

Dear Parents and Carers,
The year is really zooming by and next week will be our last newsletter for 2021. Not sure if
it’s been a long term or a quick one but I do know we have been busy!
There continues to be great scenes of celebration up and down the Learning Street as
students and staff have shared amazing learning progress. From Prep through to Year 6
there has been very impressive gains by students. Well done students, staff and families!
Thanks for a wonderful week here at school. Have a restful weekend with the people you
love.

Terrielynn

CATHOLIC SCHOOL CULTURE
Second Sunday of Advent

Parish News

MASS TIMES – 2021
Hamilton:
Saturday 6pm
Sunday 10.30am
Dunkeld:
Sunday 8.30am
Glenthompson:
Sunday 8.30am
Penshurst:
Sunday 8.30am

Prayers

Our prayers are with teacher Kara Dean following the death of her grandfather this week. Kara
and her family are very much in our thoughts.

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal

Once again we are reaching out to our community for donations of Christmas cakes and
puddings to be distributed in our community. Please start sending these along to school at your
earliest convenience. Thank you so much to all those families who have already made a
donation.!

End of Year Liturgy

On Friday 10th December, we will celebrate the end of the year with a Liturgy at school for
students and staff. We are very much looking forward to celebrating the year that was 2021 with
Fr Paddy. We have much to be grateful for!

Gr 6 Graduation

We will celebrate our Gr 6s on Wednesday 15th December, 6pm at St Mary’s Church. The Gr 6
students will be able to attend with family members who are fully vaccinated. We are looking
forward to this very special celebration.

Our Diocesan Community

Please find below the link for the November edition of “Our Diocesan Community”.
https://www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/ODC-November-2021-w.pdf

LEARNING AND TEACHING
School Wide Positive Behaviours

As the children return to school we are working with them on the following:
RESPECT - following instructions
SAFETY - using the playground equipment properly

Office Hours End of Year
The School office will close at 4pm Thursday 16th December. It will reopen Tuesday 1st February
at 8:30am.

Headphones

We have decided to add headphones to the Prep stationary list in a similar way that we do with
calculators. Covid has contributed to this decision as well as the hope that the children will treat
their own headphones with more respect than some children treat the ones supplied by school.
We still have class sets for the Gr 1-6s so this will be a gradual phase in. This was passed at our
recent School Advisory Council Meeting.

2022 Pupil Free Days

At our last SAC meeting, the following Pupil Free Days were also approved for 2022.
Friday 10th June - ReLATE Program (Wellbeing)
Friday 26th August - ReLATE Program (Wellbeing)

Orientation Day

On Tuesday 7th December, all students will experience a taste of 2022 when they work in their
learning groups for next year. Information indicating grades and teachers for 2022 will be sent
home on Monday 6th December.

Sports Catch Up

Grade 3-6 Swimming Program (2022)
I am currently looking at our sporting calendar for next year, and I am hoping to complete our
Grades 3-6 swimming program and carnival early in Term One at Monivae.
However, the major hurdle at this present moment is the availability of qualified swim instructors. If
you are one, or know of somebody who is, I would love to get in touch with them! We would love
to have you for approximately 2 hours per day, over a period of 4 weeks in mid-late February
and early March. This is a paid role, and you are teaching our kids one of the most valuable life
skills!
Please get in touch with me via Seesaw or email if you are interested!
Saturday Morning Netball – HILAC
This weekend marks the last Saturday Morning Netball for 2021. It was unfortunate that we missed
out on so many weeks! The competition will run again in Term One, 2022. If you haven’t returned
your Medical Indemnity Form or haven’t paid the registration fees, please make sure that you do
so by this Saturday.
Please remember that the vaccination requirements to enter HILAC have now changed. For
people over the ages of 12 years and 2 months, you must be double vaccinated to enter the
facility.
Saturday 4th December:
Under 11’s: 8:30am (Court 1 HILAC) v College Owls
Under 13’s: 8:30am (Court 3 HILAC) v Cavendish Cats
Junior Athletics Carnival
What an amazing day it was yesterday with our Junior Athletics Carnival. Everyone involved had
an absolute ball! A big congratulations to all students who did their best with every event! It
doesn’t matter whether you ran the fastest, jumped the highest or threw the furthest, it was great
to see so many smiles on their faces! Thank you also to our wonderful Grade 6’s who assisted our
students during every event.
Get Active Kids Voucher Program
This program helps eligible families engage their kids (aged 0-18) in organised sport and
recreation activities. The vouchers reimburse costs such as membership and registration fees,
uniforms and equipment. The link below contains a short video and clear details regarding
eligibility criteria. https://www.getactive.vic.gov.au/vouchers/
Dates for your Diary
2022 Athletics Carnival – TBC
Latham Wishart
lwishart@smhamilton.catholic.edu.au

WELLBEING
Child Safety

The eSafety Commissioner has announced the topics and times for their parent webinars for Term
One next year. These are very worthwhile webinars and they are excellent resources when
working with our children around how to be safe and respectful online.
Please click this link here to access all of the information, dates and links.
Tania Stevens

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Environmental Sustainability

Thanks to the students who have entered a poem into our competition. We are so impressed with
what we have read so far. Poems are due today!
I'd like to do a special shout out to the Environmental Leaders in our school who willingly give up
their own time every day to ensure scraps are collected, Red cycling is correct and basically do
whatever needs doing for the betterment of sustainability at St Mary's. Well done kids, we
couldn't do it without you!
Catherine Egan
"We don't need a handful of people doing zero waste perfectly. We need millions of people doing it imperfectly." (Anne
Marie Bonneau, the Zero-Waste Chef)

Lucky Draw!
It would be an understatement to say that 2021 has been a challenging year! So, we have
decided that we will once again have two lucky draws at the end of the year – one for our
parents and one for our students.
Groves Real Estate is donating a $500 gift card that can be spent anywhere and Daktari a $150
voucher to be spent in store. Parent Cat Moore has very generously donated an hour long
massage too! Thank you Cat!
Each family and student will be put into this draw for free. It is the very least we can do! We are
very grateful to both local businesses for generously donating to our school. The prizes will be
drawn at our last assembly on THURSDAY 16th DECEMBER. Good luck!

Dress to impress

LEADERSHIP & STEWARDSHIP
COVID Update

Current Covid restrictions include ● Wearing of masks inside and outside (if you can’t socially distance outside)
● Masks mandated for students in 3-6
● Masks recommended for students in P-2
● Visitors limited to those deemed essential
● Signing in on entry to school office
● Children staying home if unwell
As mandated by the government, all visitors to school grounds that are doing more than picking
up or dropping off children, will be required to show proof of their double vaccination status.
Please contact me if this causes concerns for you.
COVID regulations and related restrictions are rapidly changing.
Last week the Victorian Government announced important changes to the management of
COVID-19 cases and close contacts in schools as we reach the 90% double vaccinated
milestone. This means that students who are exposed persons (previously identified as primary
close contacts in education settings) from an exposure at school, no longer have to quarantine
for between seven and 14 days. They can instead return to school immediately after providing
evidence of a negative result from a standard PCR test.
In exceptional circumstances the Department of Health may determine that close contacts in
significant school outbreaks are still required to quarantine for seven days. In this scenario,
students will be notified directly by the Department of Health of any additional quarantine
arrangements.
If your child is in quarantine as a non-household close contact, you are now able to send your
child back to school if you follow these steps:
1. Your child returns a negative standard PCR test at your local COVID-19 testing site. Results must
be provided to the school.
2. Your child has a rapid antigen test at home each school day for 5 mornings. These testing kits
will be available from testing centres from Monday 22 November.

3. Rapid Antigen test results are provide to the school for 5 mornings.
If a Rapid Antigen Test result is positive, your child must have a standard PCR test and isolate until
they receive a negative result PCR result. The school must be notified of the results.
Rapid antigen tests are strongly recommended for those students who have returned a negative
PCR result and return to school. They are a great tool for families to use to keep our school safe
and ensure that positive cases are identified at the earliest possible time.
If you or your child test positive...
Step 1: Make sure you are safe and supported
Step 2: You and your household contacts must quarantine at home for 7 days if fully
vaccinated, or 14 days if not
● Step 3: Tell your ‘social contacts’ to get tested
● Step 4: Tell your workplace
● Step 5: Tell school/childcare/uni
Thank you for supporting these important strategies, which will help keep our school safe and
reduce the disruption to the entire school community.
●
●

School Fees

School Fees have been sent home today.
At our School Advisory Council meeting on Wednesday 24th November, 2021 an increase in school fees for
2022 was approved. In order to meet our increasing costs and provide the learning programs that we do,
it was agreed to raise the fees by 3.0%. This calculates to the following:
Family fee

$1240

(increase of $36 per family)

Capital fee

$196

(increase of $6 per family)

Student fee

$275

(increase of $8 per student)

Please note that our fees only make up the difference between the Government (Federal and State)
funding we receive and the amount the Government determines as the cost of educating a Primary
student. Fees do not mean that we have extra money in our budget to expend on additional resources.
The Family Fee Assistance scheme will be available again in 2022. Families who qualify for the scheme will
pay $520 per annum for primary school tuition fees. The discounted fee covers tuition and capital fees
only. It does not cover additional charges such as camps, student fees, and excursions.
If you have any queries regarding school fees or funding please do not hesitate to contact me. Helen

