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OUR VISION
As a Parish Catholic Primary School, we at St Mary’s are committed to creating a
vibrant educational community which is safe and nurturing for all children,
allowing each child to achieve their full potential, imbued with the Good News of
Jesus: one in which each person in our community is enabled to grow in dignity,
developing a living, loving relationship with Christ and others.

Acknowledgement of Country

SCHOOL VALUES
Treat others the way you would like to be
treated.
Respect Our School Hormati Sekolah Kita
Do Your Best Lakukan Yang Terbaik

Help Others to Succeed Bantu Teman Untuk Berhasil

IMPORTANT DATES
Term 4
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

15th November - Pupil Free Day - Writing PD
16th November - 2022 Prep Transition Day
20th November - Sacrament of First Eucharist
7th December - Orientation Day
10th December - End of year Mass for students and staff @ school
15th December - Gr 6 Graduation, 6pm @ St Mary’s Church
16th December - last day of 2021 for students - 3.15 finish

2022 DATES

Friday 28th Jan - Staff PD Day
Monday 31st Jan - Staff Day
Tuesday 1st Feb - First Day For Students

Dear Parents and Carers,
Yesterday Austin, Ruby, Fr Paddy and I were
fortunate enough to attend the
Remembrance Day community ceremony at
Melville Oval. We stood proudly together,
knowing that we were representing our school
community in paying our respects to those
that have died for our country while at war.
Back at school, Tania led the rest of the
students and staff in a similar ceremony. The
children were outstanding in the respect they
showed for the occasion.
It has been brought to our attention that
when parents are waiting in the car park after
school to pick up their children, a number of
little ones are running in between the parked
cars. As I’m sure you would agree, this is very
dangerous and I would ask that you keep
your toddlers either in the car or very close to
you. Thanks for your assistance with this
matter.

Thanks for a wonderful week here at school. Have a restful weekend with the people you
love.

Terrielynn

CATHOLIC SCHOOL CULTURE

Parish News

MASS TIMES – 2021
Hamilton:
Saturday 6pm
Sunday 10.30am
Dunkeld:
Sunday 8.30am
Glenthompson:
Sunday 8.30am
Penshurst:
Sunday 8.30am

Sacrament of First Eucharist

We are very pleased to let you know that the final group of Sacramental candidates will be
receiving the Sacrament of First Eucharist on Saturday 20th November at the 6pm Parish Mass.

End of Year Mass

On Friday 10th December, we will celebrate the end of the year with a Liturgy at school for
students and staff. We are very much looking forward to celebrating the year that was 2021 with
Fr Paddy. We have much to be grateful for!

Gr 6 Graduation

We will celebrate our Gr 6s on Wednesday 15th December, 6pm at St Mary’s Church. The Gr 6
students will be able to attend with two parents/carers who are fully vaccinated. We are very
much looking forward to this very special celebration.

LEARNING AND TEACHING
School Wide Positive Behaviours

As the children return to school we are working with them on the following:
RESPECT - using people’s names
SAFETY - hands off
We are also fine tuning some of our usual processes such as sitting down to eat and answering
the bell when it rings.

2022 Prep Transition Day

We enjoyed the most wonderful day with our 2022 Preps on Tuesday. What an independent and
enthusiastic group of children they were! Thanks to Erin, Madeleine and Renee for working with
the children and providing them with a little taste of school life. We look forward to seeing them
again next Tuesday from 9.30-11.30am.

Staffing For 2022

We have finalised our homeroom structures for next year. We have very carefully considered the
needs of our students given the last two years and what each cohort looks like going forward.
The children are always at the centre of every decision we make.
We are delighted to let you know that these will be our structures for 2022.
Prep
3
Prep
4/5
1/2
4/5
1/2
4/5
1/2
6
We are now working on placing teachers in their teams. In 2022 we are also very pleased to be
providing additional teachers to work in the 1/2, 3 and 4/5 areas, providing support during
Literacy and Numeracy time.

Classlists 2022
Teachers are currently working on class lists for next year and many hours are spent on this task.
Please be assured that teachers use their professional knowledge of students and their
judgement of what is best for each individual child when considering groupings. The approach
to learning we use at St Mary’s actually means that homeroom groupings do not have as much
bearing as they have in the past. Our students, no matter which homeroom they are in, engage
in learning with many teachers during the day.
In assigning students to classes, teachers consider the following criteria to ensure an even spread
of:
● learning abilities
● boys and girls
● even grade levels
● learning friends - these are not necessarily playground friends but students they enjoy and
work well with
● friendship groups
A great deal of consultation occurs between teachers and leadership before lists are finalised.

2022 Pupil Free Days

At our last SAC meeting, the following Pupil Free Days were approved for 2022.
Friday 11th Feb - Scaffolding Literacy
Tuesday 26th April - RE PD (Please note that the day before is the ANZAC Day holiday, so Term 2
will start on Wednesday 27th April.)

Sports Catch Up

Grade 3-6 Swimming Program (2022)
I am currently looking at our sporting calendar for next year, and I am hoping to complete our
Grades 3-6 swimming program and carnival early in Term One at Monivae.
However, the major hurdle at this present moment is the availability of qualified swim instructors. If
you are one, or know of somebody who is, I would love to get in touch with them! We would love
to have you for approximately 2 hours per day, over a period of 4 weeks in mid-late February
and early March. This is a paid role, and you are teaching our kids one of the most valuable life
skills!
Please get in touch with me via Seesaw or email if you are interested!

Grade 3-6 Swimming Program - HILAC
A massive thank you to all families who returned their swimming notes so promptly throughout the
week. It has been an incredibly difficult job to get the program going so quickly this year, so your
efforts are truly appreciated. The kids are certainly looking forward to getting back in the water
and learning some vital life skills!
Grade 3-6 Swimming Sports Carnival
With the uncertainty about what restrictions will look like for schools once we hit the 90% double
dosed population, I am currently unable to determine whether we will be able to run a
Swimming Sports Carnival in 2021.
Such an event requires a team of parent helpers to assist in timing and marshalling for the day.
Due to the majority of primary school students being unable to access a vaccine currently,
primary schools are considered as ‘high risk’, and therefore, I am unsure about whether parent
helpers will be permitted under the next round of restrictions. Furthermore, swimming in an indoor
facility may add in extra complexities!
I would love to run the carnival this year, however, there are a few hurdles and announcements
that need to be crossed before this can be confirmed.
Watch this space!
Saturday Morning Netball – HILAC
A great first week of netball was enjoyed by everyone! All of the feedback that I received from
our kids was incredibly positive. Good luck to all who are participating this weekend!
Under 11’s: 11:30am (Court 3 HILAC) vs GSC Emeralds
Under 13’s: 8:30am (Court 2 HILAC) vs Baimbridge
Junior Athletics Carnival – St Mary’s
I am excited to share that we are able to run our Junior Athletics Carnival in 2021. The date for
this is Thursday 2nd December from 11:30 – 1:30.
As noted above in the Grade 3-6 Swimming Carnival section, we are unsure about whether
parents will be permitted to attend on the day. Luckily, our wonderful Grade 6’s will be assisting
on the day with the running of the event, so the kids won’t miss out on such a great day! Once
we receive more guidance around parents on school grounds, we will let you know.
Get Active Kids Voucher Program
This program helps eligible families engage their kids (aged 0-18) in organised sport and
recreation activities. The vouchers reimburse costs such as membership and registration fees,
uniforms and equipment. The link below contains a short video and clear details regarding
eligibility criteria.
https://www.getactive.vic.gov.au/vouchers/
Dates for your Diary
●
●
●

Grade 5-6 Swimming Program – HILAC (Tuesday 16th Nov – Friday 19th Nov)
Grades 3-6 Swimming Carnival - TBD
Junior Athletics Carnival – Thursday 2nd December

Congratulations to Jobe Dunn & Ruby Cleaver for being selected to attend the BasketBall
Victoria Golden Nugget Camp Academy. Well done, such a golden opportunity!
Latham Wishart
lwishart@smhamilton.catholic.edu.au

WELLBEING
Child Safety

Have you ever had your child ask to download an app that you’ve never heard of before, but
they tell you that ‘everyone is on it’? I know I have! Sometimes the number of apps available
can be overwhelming and it’s hard to know what is suitable for our kids. The eSafety
Commissioner has a guide to apps with a brief overview of what they are about, the age
restrictions and any warnings that may be relevant to the app. There is also a parent guide to
each app available too. Well worth a look the next time you hear ‘....but everyone else is on it!’
Click here to access the guide. Tania Stevens

Pastoral Care

Hello, As we are now half way thru Term 4 I thought the following article from the Victorian
government education website, would be of interest to parents whose children are transitioning
from grade 6 to High school visit
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/going-to-school/Pages/tips-starting-school.aspx for
more information.
Moving from primary school to secondary school is a major step. It's a time of big changes in your
child's life. Talking about the changes with your child will help make the move positive.
What's different
Some of the main differences between primary and secondary school are:
·

more subjects and teachers

·

more homework

·

more challenging school work

·

the responsibility of getting to classes in different rooms on time

·

the need to manage themselves, their learning and their equipment

·

using lockers and carrying books between classes

·

adapting to different teaching styles

·

having no 'home' classroom. (Many schools have a designated area for year 7 students).

Tips to prepare during the school holidays
·

Be positive and enthusiastic. Your child is more likely to look forward to starting school if
you’re positive about it.

·

Organise school uniform. Your child should wear their new school shoes around the house to
make sure they are comfortable

·

Get books and stationery. The school will give you a book list.

·

Learn about school routines. What time does school start and finish, what time is recess and
lunchtime?

·

Learn about travel to school. Make a plan around the public transport timetable. Have a
backup plan in case they miss public transport. If you plan to drive your child to school, do a
trial drop off and pick up, and check for parking.

·

Talk to your child about their timetable. It will list subjects and classroom numbers. It’s good to
make a few copies of the timetable to keep in different places.

·

Create a comfortable place for your child to study. This should be a quiet place away from
distractions.

·

Remind your child that is normal to feel nervous about starting high school. These nerves may
last past the first day. Encourage your child to talk about what they might be worried about.

·

Encourage your child to keep in touch with their primary school friends.

·

Have an emergency safety plan. Be clear about who your child should contact and what
you expect them to do in an emergency.

If you have any questions or just want to chat please don’t hesitate to contact me on: 0400 994
032 or lisa.gonnet@centacarewarrnambool.org.au Have a good week, kind regards.
Lisa Gonnet, School Pastoral Care Worker

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Environmental Sustainability

COMPETITION COMPETITION COMPETITION COMPETITION COMPETITION COMPETITION
Are you passionate about the environment? Do you love to write?
We are running a competition for anyone Prep-6 who would like to enter!
All you have to do is write a poem about the environment - it can be about anything to do with
the environment. Please make it look colourful.
Poems can be handed in to classroom teachers by Friday, December 3rd.
Our Sustainability Leaders will judge all entries and award a Junior, Middle and Senior winner who
will all receive their prizes at the following assembly. HAPPY WRITING!
Catherine Egan

2022 Monivae Student Leaders
Each year at this time we get very excited when we find out who the Monivae Student Leaders
are and this year is no exception. We congratulate the following past St Mary’s students on this
outstanding achievement. We are very proud!
College Captain - Hamish Kearney
FFrench House Captain - Nick O’Brien
Glenelg House Captain - Amalie Rowe

Art Room Messages
Thank you for your generous donations!

An enormous thank you goes out to all families who donated yarn and containers to the art
room. We are very appreciative!
Thanks,
Hannah Black

Mission Day Photos

We made $230 from our Mission Day online cookbook! Once we have tallied our Mission day
totals we will post the total dollar amount in the next newsletter.

LEADERSHIP & STEWARDSHIP
COVID Update

Current Covid restrictions include ● Wearing of masks inside and outside (if you can’t socially distance outside)
● Masks mandated for students in 3-6
● Masks recommended for students in P-2
● Visitors limited to those deemed essential
● Signing in on entry to school office
● Children staying home if unwell
As mandated by the government, all visitors to school grounds that are doing more than picking
up or dropping off children, will be required to show proof of their double vaccination status.
Please contact me if this causes concerns for you.

School Fees

The swimming program is now shown on your account for Grade 3 - 6 students. If you have a
HILAC membership and have sent your membership number into the office, your attendance fee
for each day of swimming will be credited off your school fees once we receive the invoice from
HILAC. The credit will also apply to any days that your son/daughter does not attend swimming
i.e. due to illness, appointments etc. No late memberships will be accepted as changes cannot
be made to HILAC’s invoice. If you have any queries please contact the office. Thank you.

Real Pigeons
Write for Life!
FRIDAY 19 NOVEMBER, 4PM
Join Andrew McDonald and Ben Wood, the creators of the Real Pigeons series, as they celebrate the
release of Real Pigeons Spy High with a very special writing and illustrating workshop for kids.
You’ll learn how to draw coo-ky characters, write them into hilarious situations and bring your
action-packed stories to life with a combination of words and illustrations.
With Andrew and Ben's guidance, participants will create their own mini-book or comic, written and
illustrated all by themselves. Very coo’.
Suitable ages 8 - 13
Tickets: $5 per child - limited spaces available
https://tickets.hamiltonpac.com.au/event/1004:569/1004:740/

