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OUR VISION
As a Parish Catholic Primary School, we at St Mary’s are committed to creating a
vibrant educational community which is safe and nurturing for all children,
allowing each child to achieve their full potential, imbued with the Good News of
Jesus: one in which each person in our community is enabled to grow in dignity,
developing a living, loving relationship with Christ and others.

Acknowledgement of Country

SCHOOL VALUES
Treat others the way you would like to be
treated.
Respect Our School Hormati Sekolah Kita
Do Your Best Lakukan Yang Terbaik

Help Others to Succeed Bantu Teman Untuk Berhasil

IMPORTANT DATES
Term 4
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

9th November - 2022 Prep Transition Day
11th November - Remembrance Day
16th November - 2022 Prep Transition Day
15th November - Pupil Free Day - Writing PD
20th November - Sacrament of First Eucharist
7th December - Orientation Day
16th December - last day of 2021 for students - 3.15 finish

2022 DATES

Friday 28th Jan - Staff PD Day
Monday 31st Jan - Staff Day
Tuesday 1st Feb - First Day For Students

Dear Parents and Carers,
It may have been a short week but we certainly jammed plenty into it!
Mission Day was a perfect way for the children to raise money for Catholic Mission and
have some much needed fun. It was so wonderful to see the children enjoying
themselves so much! A huge thank you to our families for the amazing way they
supported this day.
Today was Catholic Social Teaching Day where we worked with the students on the
‘why’ of Mission Day. Some outstanding learnings and ‘light bulb’ moments from the
children, as they made important connections with how the little things we do help
others in our world so much.
We continue to look after the wellbeing of our precious students. Some of them are
finding the social side of school the most challenging. Know that we always work with
them at their point of need and always with love and kindness.
Thanks for a wonderful week here at school. Have a restful weekend with the people you
love.

Terrielynn

CATHOLIC SCHOOL CULTURE

The feast of All Saints remembers Catholics who gained a
reputation for holiness. They were recognised as worthy of
reverence and people prayed through them to God. From the early
days of Christianity, the shrines of martyrs were places of prayer to
which Catholic authorities gave importance. To pray through the
martyrs gave power and force to Christians who were forced to
reckon with what it might cost to follow Jesus’ path. As time went
on, a similar reverence was given to Christians who had died
peacefully after living exceptionally devoted lives. Many Catholics
saw praying to the saints as like a visit to the family doctor. They
could have a good relationship with saints; praying to them helped
them to think about their spiritual health; hearing of the lives of
saints helped them to see what a healthy Christian life was like.
Saints were like the rainbow. They refracted the light of Christ into
the many different ways of following Jesus.

Parish News

MASS TIMES – 2021
Hamilton:
Saturday 6pm
Sunday 10.30am
Dunkeld:
Sunday 8.30am
Glenthompson:
Sunday 8.30am
Penshurst:
Sunday 8.30am

Congratulations!

We are beyond excited to welcome Rosie Gordon to our St Mary’s family! Rosie arrived on
Wednesday to delighted parents Elise and Laurie. We wish them every blessing as they get to
know each other. We can’t wait to meet Rosie!

Sacrament of First Eucharist

We are very pleased to let you know that the final group of Sacramental candidates will be
receiving the Sacrament of First Eucharist on Saturday 20th November at the 6pm Parish Mass.

Mission Day and Catholic Social Teaching Day

What a wonderful two days we have shared here at St Mary’s! Mission Day was a day filled with
fun activities (and more lollies than I’ve seen in a very long time!) all to raise money for Catholic
Mission. CST was a day to learn about why we need to raise money. A huge thank you to John,
Lindy and the 5/6 team of students and staff for making these days possible. Also, a huge thanks
to our families for supporting the fund raising.

LEARNING AND TEACHING
School Wide Positive Behaviours

As the children return to school we are working with them on the following:
RESPECT - using people’s names
SAFETY - hands off
We are also fine tuning some of our usual processes such as sitting down to eat and answering
the bell when it rings.

2022 Prep Transition Day

Our first Prep Transition Day will be next Tuesday from 9.30 until 11am and we are very excited!
Parents and carers will be able to bring their child to the external Prep doors for drop off and we
will bring the children to the St Mary’s Stop and Go for pick up. We can’t wait!

Staffing For 2022

We have finalised our homeroom structures for next year. We have very carefully considered the
needs of our students given the last two years and what each cohort looks like going forward.
The children are always at the centre of every decision we make.
We are delighted to let you know that these will be our structures for 2022.
Prep
3
Prep
4/5
1/2
4/5
1/2
4/5
1/2
6
We are now working on placing teachers in their teams. In 2022 we are also very pleased to be
providing additional teachers to work in the 1/2, 3 and 4/5 areas, providing support during
Literacy and Numeracy time.

Classlists 2022
Teachers are currently working on class lists for next year and many hours are spent on this task.
Please be assured that teachers use their professional knowledge of students and their
judgement of what is best for each individual child when considering groupings. The approach
to learning we use at St Mary’s actually means that homeroom groupings do not have as much
bearing as they have in the past. Our students, no matter which homeroom they are in, engage
in learning with many teachers during the day.
In assigning students to classes, teachers consider the following criteria to ensure an even spread
of:
● learning abilities
● boys and girls
● even grade levels
● learning friends - these are not necessarily playground friends but students they enjoy and
work well with
● friendship groups
A great deal of consultation occurs between teachers and leadership before lists are finalised.

2022 Pupil Free Days

At our last SAC meeting, the following Pupil Free Days were approved for 2022.
Friday 11th Feb - Scaffolding Literacy
Tuesday 26th April - RE PD (Please note that the day before is the ANZAC Day holiday, so Term 2
will start on Wednesday 27th April.)

Sports Catch Up

Grade 3-6 Swimming Program - HILAC
A massive thank you to all the families who returned their swimming notes so promptly throughout
the week. It has been an incredibly difficult job to get the program going so quickly this year, so
your efforts are truly appreciated. The kids are certainly looking forward to getting back in the
water and learning some vital life skills!
Grade 3-6 Swimming Sports Carnival
With the uncertainty about what restrictions will look like for schools once we hit the 90% double
dosed population, I am currently unable to determine whether we will be able to run a
Swimming Sports Carnival in 2021.
Such an event requires a team of parent helpers to assist in timing and marshalling for the day.
Due to the majority of primary school students being unable to access a vaccine currently,
primary schools are considered as ‘high risk’, and therefore, I am unsure about whether parent
helpers will be permitted under the next round of restrictions. Furthermore, swimming in an indoor
facility may add in extra complexities!
I would love to run the carnival this year, however, there are a few hurdles and announcements
that need to be crossed before this can be confirmed. Watch this space!
Saturday Morning Netball – HILAC
Great news! Saturday morning netball returns this weekend at HILAC. The kids playing have been
asking for weeks about when it will be up and running again. I’m glad to share this wonderful
news with you. It really does show the passion and excitement around sport in our school
community. Thank you to all who are involved and being very flexible in registering and paying
fees so promptly.
A note was sent home earlier in the week outlining all of the information that you need to know.
Please ensure that you abide by the current restrictions governed by the HNA and HILAC
(wearing masks, checking in etc).
The medical form and social media policy form need to be given to our coaches on Saturday
morning (Tamara Milne – U/11’s & Sue Wilson – U/13’s).
Make sure you wear your sports uniform and enjoy the return of netball!
Under 11’s: 9:30am (Court 1 HILAC) vs Gray St. White
Under 13’s: 8:30am (Court 4 HILAC) vs Tarrington
Junior Athletics Carnival
I am excited to share that we are able to run our Junior Athletics Carnival in 2021. The date for
this is Thursday 2nd December from 11:30 – 1:30.
As noted above in the Grade 3-6 Swimming Carnival section, we are unsure about whether
parents will be permitted to attend on the day. Luckily, our wonderful Grade 6’s will be assisting
on the day with the running of the event, so the kids won’t miss out on such a great day! Once
we receive more guidance around parents on school grounds, we will let you know.
Get Active Kids Voucher Program
This program helps eligible families engage their kids (aged 0-18) in organised sport and
recreation activities. The vouchers reimburse costs such as membership and registration fees,
uniforms and equipment. The link below contains a short video and details regarding eligibility
criteria. https://www.getactive.vic.gov.au/vouchers/
Dates for your Diary
Grade 3-4 Swimming Program – HILAC (Monday 8th Nov – Friday 12th Nov)
Grade 5-6 Swimming Program – HILAC (Tuesday 16th Nov – Friday 19th Nov)
Grades 3-6 Swimming Carnival - TBD
Junior Athletics Carnival – Thursday 2nd December
Latham Wishart
lwishart@smhamilton.catholic.edu.au

WELLBEING
Child Safety

Have you ever had your child ask to download an app that you’ve never heard of before, but
they tell you that ‘everyone is on it’? I know I have! Sometimes the number of apps available
can be overwhelming and it’s hard to know what is suitable for our kids. The eSafety
Commissioner has a guide to apps with a brief overview of what they are about, the age
restrictions and any warnings that may be relevant to the app. There is also a parent guide to
each app available too. Well worth a look the next time you hear ‘....but everyone else is on it!’
Click here to access the guide. Tania Stevens

Pastoral Care

If you have any questions or just want to chat please don’t hesitate to contact me on: 0400 994
032 or lisa.gonnet@centacarewarrnambool.org.au Have a good week, kind regards.
Lisa Gonnet, School Pastoral Care Worker

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Environmental Sustainability
Did you know???

Imagine if everyone did their bit - what could we achieve?
Catherine Egan

Art Room Messages
Year 6 ONLY

Year 6 students will need to bring an item for our upcoming tie-dying session. It MUST BE minimum
90% (or close to) cotton fabric and MUST BE WHITE. It might be a t-shirt, pillow case or socks.
Please no thick or very large items, such as trousers. These must be at school by Wednesday 10th
November. Thanks!

Thank you for your generous donations!

An enormous thank you goes out to all families who donated yarn and containers to the art
room. We are very appreciative!
Thanks,
Hannah Black

LEADERSHIP & STEWARDSHIP
COVID Update

Current Covid restrictions include ● Wearing of masks inside and outside (if you can’t socially distance outside)
● Masks mandated for students in 3-6
● Masks recommended for students in P-2
● Visitors limited to those deemed essential
● Signing in on entry to school office
● Children staying home if unwell
As mandated by the government, all visitors to school grounds that are doing more than picking
up or dropping off children, will be required to show proof of their double vaccination statues.
Please contact me if this causes concerns for you.

School Fees

The swimming program is now shown on your account for Grade 3 - 6 students. If you have a
HILAC membership and have sent your membership number into the office, your attendance fee
for each day of swimming will be credited off your school fees once we receive the invoice from
HILAC. The credit will also apply to any days that your son/daughter does not attend swimming
i.e. due to illness, appointments etc. No late memberships will be accepted as changes cannot
be made to HILAC’s invoice. If you have any queries please contact the office. Thank you.

Term 4 Uniform

Now that we have returned to school after the Melbourne Cup holiday we will move into full
Summer Uniform. Please read this extract from our Uniform Policy.
It is the policy of St Mary’s School that all children be required to wear a school uniform. The
uniform should be serviceable, practical and affordable. The Uniform Policy of St Mary’s School
aims to:
1. maintain and protect an atmosphere of unity, equality and belonging.
2. promote pride in the school and in the individual.
3. instill a sense of belonging to a community.
4. maintain a positive and consistent appearance amongst the children of the school
community.
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

The school uniform should be worn at all times. All pupils should be neat and tidy.
Any review of this Policy and its guidelines should be done in consultation between
parents, students and staff.
Parents are expected to send a note along to explain any temporary deviations from the
school uniform in their children in order to prevent misunderstanding.
The school uniform requirements will be published each year in the Information Book.
Any alteration to the school uniform should allow for a “phase in” period of 2 years.
Parents are asked to clearly label articles of clothing.
Lost items can be found in the lost property basket located near the disabled toilet.
Hair, if long, should be tied back with navy hair ties/ribbon.
Jewellery is not to be worn with the exception of a watch, fitness tracker and stud or
sleeper earrings.
Nail polish, temporary tattoos etc are not to be worn to school.

A reminder that school hats must be worn during Term 4. No hat - no play!

