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OUR VISION
As a Parish Catholic Primary School, we at St Mary’s are committed to
creating a vibrant educational community which is safe and nurturing
for all children, allowing each child to achieve their full potential,
imbued with the Good News of Jesus: one in which each person in our
community is enabled to grow in dignity, developing a living, loving
relationship with Christ and others.

Treat others the way you would like
to be treated.
Respect Our School
Do Your Best
Help Others to Succeed

IMPORTANT DATES
TERM 2

● 14th June - Queen’s Birthday Long Weekend
● 18th June - Assembly
● 25th June - last day of Term 2

Term 3
●
●
●
●
●

12th July - First day of Term 3
15th & 22nd July - Step Into Prep - choose one day
15th July - Eucharist Parent/Child Evening 7pm @ MacKillop Centre
16th July - Peg Collery Awards Assembly
30th July - Pupil Free Day - RE PD for staff

Dear Parents and Carers,
It was with great excitement and relief that we received the news yesterday that the
lockdown was ending. Thank you all so much for your outstanding support of your
children and their learning. We are very grateful for your hard work and that of our
dedicated staff. Great teamwork!
At the end of next week, I will be taking two weeks long service leave. While I am very
doubtful that we will get to Darwin as planned, I am sure we will find plenty to do at
home. Tania Stevens will be looking after the school in my absence and I thank her and
the leadership team for allowing me this time.
Thanks for a busy and probably quite challenging week!
Have a wonderful weekend with the people you love,

Terrielynn

CATHOLIC SCHOOL CULTURE

This week we celebrate National Reconciliation Week (27 May – 3 June). These dates
commemorate two significant milestones in the reconciliation journey— the successful 1967
referendum, and the High Court Mabo decision respectively. 2021 marks twenty years of
Reconciliation Australia and almost three decades of Australia’s formal reconciliation process.
Reconciliation Australia’s theme for 2021, More than a word. Reconciliation takes action, urges
the reconciliation movement towards braver and more impactful action.
Reconciliation is a journey for all Australians – as individuals, families, communities, organisations
and importantly as a nation. At the heart of this journey are relationships between the broader
Australian community and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
We all have a role to play when it comes to reconciliation, and in playing our part we
collectively build relationships and communities that value Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples, histories, cultures, and futures.
Source: nrw.reconciliation.org.au

Vision Statement

Last year we began work on revising and rewriting our school Vision Statement. We started by
working with staff and then our School Advisory Council, and then just this week I worked with
our Gr 5/6 students. I would invite you to read our Vision Statement at the top of the newsletter
and let me know via Seesaw or an email what key words or phrases stand out to you.

Parish News

MASS TIMES – 2021
Hamilton:
Saturday 6pm
Sunday 10.30am
Dunkeld:
Sunday 8.30am
Glenthompson:
Sunday 8.30am
Penshurst:
Sunday 8.30am

LEARNING AND TEACHING
Sports Catch Up

Hoop Time Basketball – Term 3
The dates have been confirmed for Hoop Time basketball in Term 3.
Grade 3/4: Thursday 22nd July
Grade 5/6: Monday 26th July
I have sent home a note to all families in Grades Three to Six about their child’s interest to play
Hoop Time next term. On the slip is also a spot for parents to volunteer their time to either coach
or score a team. Thank you to those who have already voiced an interest in undertaking one of
these roles. We cannot do it without you! We still require more parents to be involved to give all
interested students an opportunity to participate in Hoop Time. This note needs to be returned by

Friday 11th June, so that teams can be made and finalised before the holidays. Thank you for
your cooperation in this.
Dates for your Diary
Regional Cross Country – POSTPONED @ Warrnambool
Hoop Time (Grade 3/4) – July 22nd @ HILAC (Term 3)
Hoop Time (Grade 5/6) – July 26th @ HILAC (Term 3)
Latham Wishart
lwishart@smhamilton.catholic.edu.au

WELLBEING
Child Safety

The Principles

The Child Safe Standards are underpinned by the understanding that all children are vulnerable.
However, three overarching principles require organisations to consider the increased
vulnerability of:
● Aboriginal children
● those from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds
● children with disabilities.
These groups of children and young people may be particularly vulnerable to being victimised
and may face challenges in reporting an incident of abuse.
We also encourage you to consider the needs of same sex attracted and intersex children and
young people, and recognise gender diversity in providing a safe environment.
Research shows that providing safe environments for vulnerable children has positive, lifelong
impacts that cannot be underestimated.

Student Pickup

When pulling out of Monivae College at the end of the day please be aware of cars driving up
and down Hiller Lane. There have been a few near misses and cars cut off when cars have
pulled out of Monivae recently. Stay safe. Also when you are waiting on the road between
Monivae and St Mary’s in your car can you please park on the road as it is apparently wide
enough for two cars (one parking, one driving past). Please don’t pull up on the grass as it will
start to make a mess with all this rain.

Pastoral Care

Hello, here we are in lockdown again but hoping it really will only be for this week. Here is a link
to the Victoria government webpage re home learning. I first posted it last year but thought I
would share again.
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/learning/Pages/home-learning.aspx
If you are struggling or just want to chat/be listened to for whatever reason please do not
hesitate to contact me. Just a reminder that my contact details are 0400 994 032. Please note
that I am available to parents and family 8.30 – 4.30. Kind regards and have a wonderful week.
Lisa Gonnet, School Pastoral Care Worker

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Assembly

Our next assembly will be on Friday 18th June at 2.40pm. We will continue to live stream these
events so everyone can view them.

Environmental Sustainability

It is with excitement that we can now announce that we have been awarded a Woolworths
Junior Landcare Grant!
This grant will allow us to upgrade our recycling system and hopefully move towards being a more
sustainable and environmentally aware school community.
Please visit the promo page that has a summary of our project, and leave a review:
https://juniorlandcare.org.au/woolworthsgrants/map/index.php/grant-round-3/reduce-waste-and-r
ecycle-for-a-sustainable-future/
New recycling bins/systems coming soon!
Catherine Egan

Pizza Day

Due to our recent lockdown pizza orders will be taken until 10th June. No orders accepted after
this date.

LEADERSHIP & STEWARDSHIP
COVID Update

Along with the lockdown, it is now mandatory that all adults wear masks both inside and
outside. Restrictions on coming into school are now also back in place.

Australian Early Development Census

Every three years since 2009, the Australian Government has undertaken a census of all children
in their first year of full-time schooling. This information is used to identify communities where
families and children may require extra support and to help shape the future and wellbeing of
Australian children. The 2021 AEDC will take place in Term 3. You will receive a parent
information letter from school before data collection commences.

Peg Collery Awards

Each year, the Peg Collery Awards are presented to three students, one each from the Junior,
Middle and Senior areas of the school. These scholarships are in memory of Peg Collery, a
former student and Parish member, established by her husband Joe. These very special awards
will be announced at our assembly on Friday 16th July.

Above: Mrs Peg & Mr Joe Collery

Photos from our Catholic Education Mass at Monivae

