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OUR VISION
As a Parish Catholic Primary School, we at St Mary’s are committed to
creating a vibrant educational community which is safe and nurturing
for all children, allowing each child to achieve their full potential,
imbued with the Good News of Jesus: one in which each person in our
community is enabled to grow in dignity, developing a living, loving
relationship with Christ and others.

Treat others the way you would like
to be treated.
Respect Our School
Do Your Best
Help Others to Succeed

IMPORTANT DATES
TERM 2
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

21st May - Confirmation Workshop - 9.30 - 12.30
21st May - Assembly
22nd May - Working Bee
23rd May - Sacrament of Confirmation
23rd - 28th May - Catholic Education Week
24th May - Open Morning 9.30-11am
26th May - Catholic Education Week Liturgy @ Monivae
27th May - School Photos
4th June - Assembly - Peg Collery Awards announced
3rd or 10th June - Step Into Prep (choice of day)
14th June - Queen’s Birthday Long Weekend
18th June - Assembly
25th June - last day of Term 2

ADVANCE NOTICE

● OUR PD DAY HAS BEEN CHANGED FROM THE FIRST DAY OF TERM 3 TO A DATE THAT
IS YET TO BE CONFIRMED. OUR APOLOGIES!
● 12th July - First day of Term3

Dear Parents and Carers,
It was wonderful to see so many mums, grandmas and special friends here last Friday,
enjoying a cuppa and the company of each other. We were certainly blessed with the
beautiful weather!
At our Monday morning Check-In Assemblies, we have been sharing with our students
their highs, lows and hopes from Term 1. This information was collected by our School
Councillors last term and is an important part of our planning for Term 2. We highly value
what our children have to say and will continue to listen to their voices in all facets of
school life here at St Mary’s. The Preps did ask for a trampoline which I unfortunately had
to say no to!
Thanks for a great week!
Have a wonderful weekend with the people you love,

Terrielynn

CATHOLIC SCHOOL CULTURE

This week’s Gospel tells of Jesus’ Ascension into Heaven. Since Easter Sunday,
when Jesus rose from the dead, it has been forty days. During this time the
stories contained in the Sunday gospels have told us how Jesus was present with
his disciples – reassuring them about their belief in God and trust in Jesus and
preparing them to continue to teach people about being good and faithful
people.
This message is the same for us today – two thousand years later! In our own
lives, in our own families and communities – how can we be good and faithful
people, be Christians?

Parish News

MASS TIMES – 2021
Hamilton:
Saturday 6pm
Sunday 10.30am
Dunkeld:
Sunday 8.30am
Glenthompson:
Sunday 8.30am
Penshurst:
Sunday 8.30am

Catholic Education Week

Catholic Education Week begins on Sunday 23rd May until Friday 28th May. This year’s
celebration is extra special as we acknowledge 200 years of Catholic Education in Australia.
During Catholic Education Week we will hold our Open Morning and join with Monivae for a
liturgy.

Confirmation

This weekend our Confirmation preparation
Sessions will continue at our Parish Masses Saturday at 6pm or Sunday at 10.30am.

LEARNING AND TEACHING
NAPLAN

This week our Gr 3 and 5 students have completed the National Assessment Program – Literacy
and Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests. This is just one aspect of our assessment and reporting process
and provides parents and our school with an understanding of how a student is performing at
the time of the test. Our children participated keenly and completed tasks to the best of their
abilities.

Sports Catch Up

District Cross Country – Thursday 13th May
The weather held off long enough for the District Cross Country yesterday. 45 students lined up in
the wintery conditions to test their abilities against other Hamilton school students. Each one of
our students did our school and community proud with their efforts. I could not be more
delighted the manner in which our students participated to the best of their abilities. I am still
awaiting official results for some age groups, so they will be posted in next week’s newsletter.
Division Cross Country – Monday 24th May (Warrnambool)
As soon as I find out who has qualified for the next level of cross country, I will send home a note
immediately to give you enough time to plan your schedule.
Junior Swimming Program – Term 2
Today is the last day of our Junior Swimming Program. Thank you to all parents who have
volunteered their time to help our kids at the pool. It is a big job, and your help has made
everything run much more smoothly! Another thank you to Casey Pye and the HILAC swimming
instructors for teaching our students valuable life skills in and around water.
Division Athletics – Friday 7th May
Results from the Division Athletics carnival held in Warrnambool last Friday:
Shannon Mhasho – Discus (4th)
Jobe Dunn – 200m (6th), 100m (12th) & Long Jump (3rd)
Emily Beattie – 800m (9th)
Ruby Fitzpatrick – 1500m (9th)
Sydney Smith – 800m (8th)
Congratulations to our students who went up against some tough competition! You certainly did
yourselves and our school proud!
Hoop Time Basketball – Term 3
The dates have been confirmed for Hoop Time basketball in Term 3.
Grade 3/4: Thursday 22nd July
Grade 5/6: Monday 26th July
We have currently entered 8 teams for the Grade 3/4 competition, and 5 teams in the Grade
5/6 competition. With plenty of teams, we are looking for people who are willing to coach our
teams. If this is something that would interest you, could you please email or message me on
Seesaw. Thank you in advance.
Dates for your Diary
Division Cross Country – May 24th @ Warrnambool
Regional Cross Country – May 31st @ Warrnambool
Latham Wishart lwishart@smhamilton.catholic.edu.au

WELLBEING
Child Safety ~ eSafety's Guide to Parental Controls
This webinar will be presented on a number of dates over the next month. Click on this link to
register. https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/webinars

Child Safety Tips From the Students
Teachers are always there to help if something goes wrong.
Finn Beattie Gr 4
We name our trusted adults and then put them on Seesaw so our families know who they are
too.
Stella Osborn Gr 4

Pastoral Care

Hello again this week I am continuing with the article on Growth Mindset vs Fixed Mindset.
Contrary to the growth mindset, a fixed mindset means that you believe that your abilities,
talents, intelligence, or personality traits are given and unchangeable. You’re born with what
you’re born with—and that’s it.
How we view what we consider to be our personality is one of the most basic beliefs a human
being carries around through life. Dr. Dweck found that people with a fixed mindset believe that
success is just the affirmation of our inherent traits—our intelligence, abilities, or talents. There is no
point in trying to do or learn new things, because if you were to be good at it—you already
would have known it.
Dr. Dweck claims that these two mindsets manifest from an early age, and shape a great deal
of our behavior, relationships, and approach to failures and successes. In her words:
Believing that your qualities are carved in stone creates an urgency to prove yourself over and
over. If you have only a certain amount of intelligence, a certain personality, and a certain
moral character, well then you’d better prove that you have a healthy dose of them. It simply
wouldn’t do to look or feel deficient in these most basic characteristics.
As you can see, unlike the growth mindset, a fixed mindset is very debilitating and can cause
different hurdles throughout our lifespans. The fear of failure forces us to stick with what we’re
good at, and never take a step forward.
What’s even worse is that a fixed mindset doesn’t only affect a person who has this attitude, but
their whole social sphere. These people tend to see others as competition, rather than find them
as inspiration. The fixed mindset causes people to have a hard time being happy for other
people’s successes. Therefore, it’s hard to be true friends with them.
This table shows growth and fixed mindset examples, derived from Dr.Dwecks theory.
FIXED MINDSET

GROWTH MINDSET

Intelligence is static

Intelligence can be developed

“I desire to look smart”

“I desire to learn new stuff”

Avoids challenges

Embraces challenges

Gives up easily

Persists even when it’s hard

Ignores constructive negative feedback

Sees criticism as a chance to learn

Sees the success of others as a threat

Sees the success of others as inspiration

“Failure is the limit of my abilities”

“Failure is an opportunity to grow”

Deterministic worldview

Sense of free will

“Efforts are fruitless, I can achieve what I can achieve”

“Efforts are a path to mastery”

Reaches the plateau early in life and achieves less than
they’re capable of

Has higher levels of achievement

Just a reminder that my contact details are 0400 994 032. Please note that I am available to
parents and family 8.30 – 4.30. Kind regards and have a wonderful week
Lisa Gonnet, School Pastoral Care Worker

Standing Tall School Based Mentoring Program

The Standing Tall school based mentoring program is a fantastic community initiative. It is
expanding this year to include our school and many other primary and secondary schools
based in Hamilton. The program is aimed at students from grades 4-6 (in the primary setting) and
matches members of the community as a mentor for them. The program is all about
strengthening positive student mental health and wellbeing. Although in the preliminary stages,
our school vision for this program would be to have it run over lunchtime once a week. We are
currently in the recruitment phase and gauging interest from families as parents can refer their
child to the program. While not a guarantee as we have yet to be allocated mentors, we would
love to hear from you. If you are interested please contact myself on a Tuesday or Thursday at
school or via email lhaeusler@smhamilton.catholic.edu.au
Lauren Haeusler

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Assembly

Our next assembly will be on Friday 21st
May at 2.40pm. We will continue to live
stream these events so everyone can view
them.

A Mayoral Visit

It was a real pleasure to have Mayor
Bruach Colliton visit our school on Tuesday.
The Gr 6 students were lucky enough to
have a meeting with Mayor Colliton to
share their ideas about what they want for
our Shire within the next 5 years.
Our students were mature, articulate and confident in sharing their amazing ideas!
“It was a good experience meeting with the mayor. It was great to be heard. Mayor Colliton
was easy to listen to and he shared lots of information about what his role is all about, which was
great.” Lily Raymond
“We had a good experience. Mayor Colliton is a really nice person. It was nice to be able to
share our ideas because people don’t always listen to what kids say.” Hamish Button

Car Park Safety!

Several parents have brought to our attention that some families are driving much faster than is
safe in our carpark. Please ensure that you are traveling at an appropriate speed to ensure the
safety of everyone.

Working Bee

There are quite a few jobs that need doing around the school so we are going to have a
Working Bee on Saturday 22th May from 8 - 10am. A note further explaining what needs doing
and what you might need to bring has been sent home. We look forward to hearing from you!
On this day we hope to add to our natural playground. Last year, some families dropped off logs
and rocks which the children thoroughly enjoy moving around our space to make cubbies and
whatever else takes their fancy!

Christmas Parade

Due to the strict Covid-19 protocols around holding a safe public event, it has been decided to
postpone our Christmas Parade for 2021. While this is disappointing, it allows us to fundraise in
other ways and may bring us some much needed spark and energy to the 2022 event!

Environmental Sustainability

It’s so exciting to be on this environmental journey at St Mary’s. We are chipping away at lots of
achievable tasks that will all make a positive difference.
Next on our list is a very easy project that we need everyone’s help with.
If all families could assist by collecting their bread tags and bringing them to school, we can help
disadvantaged children in South Africa. The bread clips are collected and recycled in Robe and
money raised from this then goes to purchasing wheelchairs.
What can you do?
Simply collect your bread clips and drop them into our collection bucket at the front office
whenever you think of it. Simple!
Thanks for your help. Catherine Egan

Absentees

If your child is absent on a particular day please make sure you make contact with the school
before 9:30am.

LEADERSHIP & STEWARDSHIP
COVID Update

While restrictions are easing all the time, in schools we are still very aware of congestion in the
building. However, we will work with this, running as many outdoor events as possible.

Peg Collery Awards

Each year, the Peg Collery Awards are presented to three students, one each from the Junior,
Middle and Senior areas of the school. These scholarships are in memory of Peg Collery, a
former student and Parish member, established by her husband Joe. These very special awards
will be announced at our assembly on Friday 4th June.

Uniform

Students are now expected to be wearing their full winter uniform.

School Photos

The date has been set for our school photos - THURSDAY 27th MAY. Children will be required
to wear their winter uniform on this day. Forms will be sent home as soon as we receive them.

Enrolments 2022

Believe it or not, we are starting to plan for 2022! If you have a child who will be ready to start
school next year, could you please contact us for an enrolment form. It is very important that we
get the enrolments of our siblings in so we know how many other students we will be able to
accommodate. We can easily send a form home with one of your children. Thanks!

School Fees

Fee statements for 2021 have been sent home. Direct Debit forms are available from the
office or if you would prefer to set up your own Direct Debit, the account details are located on
the top right hand side of your fee statement. All accounts are due by 31st August, 2021 unless
you are on a regular payment plan.
Swimming for the Prep – Grade 2’s has been added to your account.
Credits for
non-attendance and swimming memberships will be credited to your account once we receive
the invoice for swimming. There has been a slight change to the swimming charge for the 1/2‘s –
a small decrease. Original charge was $63.00, it is now $51.00 – due to changes on the bus
invoice.
If you have any queries concerning your account, please contact me at the office or via email
helen@smhamilton.catholic.edu.au
Thank you, Helen

After School Care OSHC

The OSHC team are excited to have the St Mary's students attend their new Afterschool Care
program operating from Hamilton (Gray St) Primary. You will need to log into the following link to
complete the online enrolment. Each family will then be contacted by the OSHC service to
complete the final steps of their enrolment.
https://prodadmin.myxplor.com/enrollment_v2/centre/KVIF243568IARcrJD24356FpR8Tijg
Each day at 2pm the service will email St Mary's school a list of children who are booked to
attend that day. It will be the responsibility of each family to notify the service and school if their
child/ren is going to be absent. An OSHC educator will meet the bus when it arrives at Hamilton
(Gray St) Primary, who will sign the children into the OSHC service.

Mother’s Day raffle

Thank you to all who purchased raffle tickets for our Mother’s Day Raffle and to
those who generously gave their time to ask our local businesses for donations, we are very
fortunate to have such amazing families at our school.
We are delighted to announce that we raised….

Drum roll please..

$1482.90

which will go towards our playground.

