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OUR VISION
As a Parish Catholic Primary School, we at St Mary’s are committed to
creating a vibrant educational community which is safe and nurturing
for all children, allowing each child to achieve their full potential,
imbued with the Good News of Jesus: one in which each person in our
community is enabled to grow in dignity, developing a living, loving
relationship with Christ and others.

Treat others the way you would like
to be treated.
Respect Our School
Do Your Best
Help Others to Succeed

IMPORTANT DATES
TERM 2
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

9th May - Mother’s Day
10th - 14th May - Prep Swimming Program
10th May - all students in winter uniform
21st May - Confirmation Workshop
21st May - Assembly
22nd May - Working Bee
23rd May - Sacrament of Confirmation
24th - 28th May - Catholic Education Week
24th May - Open Morning 9.30-11am
26th May - Catholic Education Week Liturgy @ Monivae
27th May - School Photos
4th June - Assembly - Peg Collery Awards announced
3rd or 10th June - Step Into Prep (choice of day)
14th June - Queen’s Birthday Long Weekend
18th June - Assembly
25th June - last day of Term 2

ADVANCE NOTICE

● 12th July - School Closure Day - RE PD for staff
● 13th July - First day of Term 2

Dear Parents and Carers,
We wish all our precious mothers, grandmothers and special friends a very happy
Mother’s Day on Sunday! We also remember our mums who are no longer with us, but
whose love we continue to experience every day. A big thank you to all those who
joined us for a cuppa today. It was lovely to contribute to your celebrations in some
small way.
It was wonderful to have former students Libby Fox and Molly O’Brien back to St Mary’s
this week for Work Experience. We thank them for all their hard work and hope they
have enjoyed the week as much as we have.
Thanks for a great week!
Have a wonderful weekend with the people you love,

Terrielynn

CATHOLIC SCHOOL CULTURE

Parish News

MASS TIMES – 2021
Hamilton:
Saturday 6pm
Sunday 10.30am
Dunkeld:
Sunday 8.30am
Glenthompson:
Sunday 8.30am
Penshurst:
Sunday 8.30am

Prayers

Please keep members of our school community in your prayers who have family and friends in
India. As you would well know, India is suffering terribly from the impact of Covid-19. We send our
love and best wishes to all those affected by the pandemic.

Catholic Education Week

Catholic Education Week begins on Sunday 23rd May until Friday 28th May. This year’s
celebration is extra special as we acknowledge 200 years of Catholic Education in Australia.
During Catholic Education Week we will hold our Open Morning and join with Monivae for a
liturgy.

Confirmation

This weekend our Confirmation preparation sessions will continue at our Parish Masses - Saturday
at 6pm or Sunday at 10.30am.

LEARNING AND TEACHING
NAPLAN

Next week our Gr 3 and 5 students will complete the National Assessment Program – Literacy
and Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests. This is just one aspect of our assessment and reporting process
and provides parents and our school with an understanding of how a student is performing at
the time of the test. Our children are always very well prepared and supported for this.

Sports Catch Up

Cross Country – Friday 30th April
We were incredibly blessed to have such a beautiful day last Friday for the running of our school
cross country. It was fantastic to see all of our students participate and give it their best go.
Congratulations to all of our placegetters! Well done also to Loreto for finishing on top for the
day.
Thank you to those parents and helpers who offered to complete a job on the day. Your work
ensures that we can run days like this effectively. Also, a big thank you to parents who came out
to school on the day to encourage all of our kids during the event. It is amazing to have you
back at school events!
Well done to everyone involved, it was a fantastic day!
District Cross Country – Thursday 13th May
The lake will host the District Cross Country next Thursday afternoon at 2:00pm. A note was sent
home on Thursday for children in Grades Three – Six if they have qualified. We will be taking a
bus to and from the lake. If you are planning to take your child home from the lake following the
Cross Country, please let me know. In the case of inclement weather, the back-up date is Friday
14th May.
Junior Swimming Program – Term 2
Our Grade Ones and Twos have been thoroughly enjoying their swimming program this week.
Next week, it is the Preps turn! If you have put your name down to be a volunteer at the pool,
can you please ensure that you have given a copy of your Working with Children Check to
Shannon or Helen in the office before you head to the pool. This is in line with our Child Safety
policies. Thank you.
Division Athletics – Friday 7th May
A small group of students have made the trek to Warrnambool today for the Division Athletics
carnival. The results will be posted next week.
Dates for your Diary
District Cross Country – May 13th @ Lake
Division Cross Country – May 24th @ Warrnambool
Regional Cross Country – May 31st @ Warrnambool
Latham Wishart
lwishart@smhamilton.catholic.edu.au

WELLBEING
Child Safety ~ eSafety's Guide to Parental Controls
The Term 2 webinar, presented by eSafety, will look at how parents and carers can set up
devices and apps to help kids and young people stay safe online. It is designed for parents and
carers of children aged 4-13 and will include practical tips, demonstrations and advice.
It will cover:
- the benefits and limitations of parental controls

- how to set up iOS and Android devices for safety
- how to set up popular games and apps like YouTube and Roblox for safety
- using family tech agreements and other parenting strategies to manage online risks
This webinar will be presented on a number of dates over the next month. Click on this link to
register. https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/webinars

Child Safety Tips From the Students
When we go to swimming we can’t dive in or go under the water without being told.
You have to listen to the Swimming Instructor.
Our family has to fill out a blue note so they know we are going to the pool.
Rhys Jackson, Johannah Winnell and Charlie Moyle, Gr 2

Pastoral Care

Hello I hope you have had a good
week. For the next couple of weeks we
will look at a brief introduction to
growth and fixed mindsets.
This week: Growth Mindset: Definition
by Dr. Carol Dweck
A growth mindset is an approach to life
in which an individual believes that
their talents, intelligence, and abilities
can be developed further. People with
a growth mindset seek opportunities to
learn, gain new skills, and enhance
their existing skills.
When presented with a challenge, an
individual with a growth mindset
doesn’t see it as a chance to fail, but
rather, as an opportunity to grow. They
believe that hard work, and not luck or
chance, can take them far in life.
However, believing is not enough - it’s
the gestalt of your beliefs and actions
that make a growth mindset work.
As doctor Dweck nicely put it:
The growth mindset is based on the
belief that your basic qualities are
things you can cultivate through your
efforts. Although people may differ in
every which way in their initial talents
and aptitudes, interests, or
temperaments, everyone can change
and grow through application and
experience.
Just a reminder that my contact details are 0400 994 032.
Please note that I am available to parents and
family 8.30 – 4.30.
Kind regards and have a wonderful week
Lisa Gonnet, School Pastoral Care Worker

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Assembly

Our next assembly will be on Friday 21st May at 2.40pm. We will continue to live stream these
events so everyone can view them.

Carpark Safety!

Several parents have brought to our attention that some families are driving much faster than is
safe in our carpark. Please ensure that you are traveling at an appropriate speed to ensure the
safety of everyone.

Working Bee

There are quite a few jobs that need doing around the school so we are going to have a
Working Bee on Saturday 22th May from 8 - 10am. Stay tuned for a note further explaining what
needs doing and what you might need to bring. Thanks!

Christmas Parade

Due to the strict Covid-19 protocols around holding a safe public event, it has been decided to
postpone our Christmas Parade for 2021. While this is disappointing, it allows us to fundraise in
other ways and may bring us some much needed spark and energy to the 2022 event!

Environmental Sustainability

Are you committed to NUDE FOOD? Well, that’s great. Good on you for taking the next step in
saving our planet!
If you are wondering what to do with any leftover zip lock bags that you no longer need, please
find other uses for them such as storing things like coins, elastic bands, hair ties, dice etc.
If you really want to get rid of them, we will happily use the bags at school to store things. Just
send them along with your child and we’ll put them to good use!
Remember that plastic bags have a BIG carbon footprint and cause much devastation to our
planet. Please think twice about using disposable plastic!
Catherine Egan

LEADERSHIP & STEWARDSHIP
COVID Update

While restrictions are easing all the time, in schools we are still very aware of congestion in the
building. However, we will work with this, running as many outdoor events as possible.

Child Information Sharing and Family Violence Reforms
Sharing information to support child wellbeing and safety

From 19 April 2021 (Term 2) all Victorian government and non-government schools and
centre-based education and care services (eg. long day care, kindergarten and outside school
hours care), will be prescribed as Information Sharing Entities under the Victorian Government’s
Child Information Sharing Scheme (CISS) and the Family Violence Information Sharing Scheme
(FVISS).
These Information Sharing Schemes have expanded the ability of schools and services to
collaborate and share relevant confidential information with other authorised Information
Sharing Entities to promote the wellbeing and safety of children, and to assess and manage
family violence risk. Information can only be shared under the Schemes by organisations
prescribed as Information Sharing Entities. The Information Sharing Schemes were introduced in
response to Royal Commissions, coronial inquests and independent inquiries over the past
decade that identified poor information sharing as a barrier to service collaboration with
detrimental outcomes for children and families.
Phase One of implementation of the schemes commenced in September 2018 and included
key services, such as Child Protection, Maternal and Child Health Services and Victoria Police.

From 19 April 2021, as part of Phase Two, universal services such as education and health will be
authorised to share information using the Schemes.
The Information Sharing Schemes complement and expand upon existing information sharing
and child protection laws and do not replace already existing authorisation to share information
such as the Child Safe Standards, reporting to Child Protection or Victoria Police, the Reportable
Conduct Scheme and other privacy and information sharing laws.
Further information regarding these Whole of Government Reforms can be found on the
Victorian Government website:
https://www.vic.gov.au/information-sharing-schemes-and-the-maram-framework

Peg Collery Awards

Each year, the Peg Collery Awards are presented to three students, one each from the Junior,
Middle and Senior areas of the school. These scholarships are in memory of Peg Collery, a
former student and Parish member, established by her husband Joe. These very special awards
will be announced at our assembly on Friday 4th June.

Uniform

We will change over to full winter uniform by MONDAY 10th MAY.

School Photos

The date has been set for our school photos - THURSDAY 27th MAY. Children will be required
to wear their winter uniform on this day. Forms will be sent home as soon as we receive them.

SAC AGM

At our SAC AGM on Wednesday evening, we farewelled David Knight and John Houlihan
from their roles and welcomed Elise Rhook and Jace Hollard. We thanked David and John for
their outstanding support of our school over the past four years.
Positions were filled and they are as follows Chairperson - Jace Hollard
Vice-Chair - Paul Kuilboer
Secretary - Helen O’Brien
We thank the SAC members for filling these positions and look forward to working with them all.

Enrolments 2022

Believe it or not, we are starting to plan for 2022! If you have a child who will be ready to start
school next year, could you please contact us for an enrolment form. It is very important that we
get the enrolments of our siblings in so we know how many other students we will be able to
accommodate. We can easily send a form home with one of your children. Thanks!

School Fees

Fee statements for 2021 have been sent home. Direct Debit forms are available from the
office or if you would prefer to set up your own Direct Debit, the account details are located on
the top right hand side of your fee statement. All accounts are due by 31st August, 2021 unless
you are on a regular payment plan.
Swimming for the Prep – Grade 2’s has been added to your account.
Credits for
non-attendance and swimming memberships will be credited to your account once we receive
the invoice for swimming. If you have a swimming membership, please ensure that the office
has your membership number, as we need to provide this to HILAC before the swimming
program commences. Unfortunately, late memberships will be unable to be credited. There
has been a slight change to the swimming charge for the 1/2‘s – a small decrease. Original
charge was $63.00, it is now $51.00 – due to changes on the bus invoice.
If you have any queries concerning your account, please contact me at the office or via email
helen@smhamilton.catholic.edu.au
Thank you, Helen

After School Care OSHC

The OSHC team are excited to have the St Mary's students attend their new Afterschool Care
program operating from Hamilton (Gray St) Primary. You will need to log into the following link to
complete the online enrolment. Each family will then be contacted by the OSHC service to
complete the final steps of their enrolment.
https://prodadmin.myxplor.com/enrollment_v2/centre/KVIF243568IARcrJD24356FpR8Tijg

Each day at 2pm the service will email St Mary's school a list of children who are booked to
attend that day. It will be the responsibility of each family to notify the service and school if their
child/ren is going to be absent. An OSHC educator will meet the bus when it arrives at Hamilton
(Gray St) Primary, who will sign the children into the OSHC service.

Mother’s Day raffle

Thank you to all who purchased raffle tickets for our Mother’s Day Raffle. Please see below the
businesses and prizes.

⏺
Brown Bird Haus - $250 value hamper⏺A.K Quality Plastering - Roxburgh
coffee vouchers ⏺Bellcourt Court Books - $25 voucher⏺Lemon Myrtle - $15
voucher⏺Bunnings - $50 voucher, a pot & hanging planter⏺Gray St flowers –
bag with flower food & clippers inside⏺Blue Malt - $50 voucher⏺Woolies - $50
voucher⏺Victoria’s Sights & Delights – Pair of slippers and fig & Ginger Lilly
candle⏺Central Hotel - 2 x bottles of wine⏺Alexandra House - 2 x bottles of
wine⏺Dela–vee - Hair goods⏺Zenith Tiles – lamp⏺KHub - $40 voucher⏺Jack n
Jude coffee voucher⏺The Cally $50 voucher⏺Tahlia’s beauty works $50
voucher⏺Scott’s – hair wrap⏺Ladybug nursery – plant⏺Harvey Norman – hair
dryer⏺Video network 2 x DVD’s⏺Shepherds jewelers – clock⏺Ronnie’s rocks –
candle⏺Accurate clothing – socks and beauty bag⏺Hip pocket- stubby holder
and pen⏺Sports power – basketball⏺James dean pharmacy – photo frame,
soap and scarf⏺Robson’s pharmacy – hand cream and candle⏺Post office –
coffee travel mug⏺Tracy Caruna – scarves and jewellery⏺Katrina Turnbull –
coffee cups and pot⏺MITRE ten – bird statue

