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OUR VISION
As a Parish Catholic Primary School, we at St Mary’s are committed to
creating a vibrant educational community which is safe and nurturing
for all children, allowing each child to achieve their full potential,
imbued with the Good News of Jesus: one in which each person in our
community is enabled to grow in dignity, developing a living, loving
relationship with Christ and others.

Treat others the way you would like
to be treated.
Respect Our School
Do Your Best
Help Others to Succeed

IMPORTANT DATES
TERM 2
●
●
●
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●
●
●
●
●
●
●

3rd - 7th May - 1/2 Swimming Program
7th May - Mother’s Day Celebration
9th May - Mother’s Day
10th - 14th May - Prep Swimming Program
23rd May - Sacrament of Confirmation
24th - 28th May - Catholic Education Week
24th May - Open Morning 9.30-11am
26th May - Catholic Education Week Liturgy @ Monivae
27th May - School Photos
3rd or 10th June - Step Into Prep (choice of day)
14th June - Queen’s Birthday Long Weekend
25th June - last day of Term 2

Dear Parents and Carers,
We had the pleasure of attending two ANZAC Day services last week. On both
occasions our students were respectful and reverent, representing our school proudly.
The same can also be said of our School Captains, Austin Sobey and Ruby Fitzpatrick.
These two young people are outstanding in the way they enthusiastically take on any
challenges that come their way, always willing to step out of their comfort zones to
showcase our school.
We also had a wonderful celebration for our 10th Anniversary at our Hiller Lane site. It
was fantastic to have Fr Paddy, Sr Marg, Noreen McLeish and Ted Oliver join us to share
their stories with us. It is so important that we all know the history of St Mary’s and that our
shared story is over a hundred years in the making. We are truly blessed to be a part of
this amazing community.
Thanks for a great week!
Have a wonderful weekend with the people you love,

Terrielynn

CATHOLIC SCHOOL CULTURE

Parish News

MASS TIMES – 2021
Hamilton:
Saturday 6pm
Sunday 10.30am
Dunkeld:
Sunday 8.30am
Glenthompson:
Sunday 8.30am
Penshurst:
Sunday 8.30am

Prayers

Please keep members of our school community in your prayers who have family and friends in
India. As you would well know, India is suffering terribly from the impact of Covid-19. We send our
love and best wishes to all those affected by the pandemic.

Confirmation

This weekend our Confirmation preparation sessions will continue at our Parish Masses - Saturday
at 6pm or Sunday at 10.30am.

LEARNING AND TEACHING
Sports Catch Up

Cross Country – Friday 30th April
What a beautiful day it was for our cross country today! A massive thank you to all of the staff,
parents and volunteers who came today to cheer on our kids. It is wonderful to share days like
these with the St. Mary’s community. The results from today’s cross country will be posted in next
week’s newsletter.
Junior Swimming Program – Term 2
Last week, notes were sent home in relation to the Prep – Grade Two Swimming Program. If you
have not returned the blue note, it needs to be filled in completely and returned to school on
Monday. Please note also that if you are a HILAC member, the form asking for your HILAC
Membership Number needs to be returned first thing Monday morning, if you haven’t done so
already. Our Grade 1/2's are swimming next week, while our Prep’s are the week after. Thank
you to everyone who is willing to help at the pool, it is a big job! Many hands make light work!
Division Athletics – Friday 7th May
A huge congratulations to the following students who have qualified for the Division Athletics
Carnival in Warrnambool next Friday:
Sydney Smith (800m)
Shannon Mhasho (Discus)
Jobe Dunn (100m, 200m, Long Jump)

Ruby Cleaver (200m, High Jump) – Ruby has already qualified for Hurdles later in the year.
Ruby Fitzpatrick (1500m)
Emily Beattie (800m)
Once I receive the program for the day, I will send this home as soon as possible.
We all wish you the very best of luck!
Dates for your Diary
District Cross Country – May 13th @ Lake Hamilton
Division Cross Country – May 24th @ Warrnambool
Regional Cross Country – May 31st @ Warrnambool

Latham Wishart
lwishart@smhamilton.catholic.edu.au

WELLBEING
Child Safety ~ eSafety's Guide to Parental Controls
The Term 2 webinar, presented by eSafety, will look at how parents and carers can set up
devices and apps to help kids and young people stay safe online. It is designed for parents and
carers of children aged 4-13 and will include practical tips, demonstrations and advice.
It will cover:
- the benefits and limitations of parental controls
- how to set up iOS and Android devices for safety
- how to set up popular games and apps like YouTube and Roblox for safety
- using family tech agreements and other parenting strategies to manage online risks
This webinar will be presented on a number of dates over the next month. Click on this link to
register. https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/webinars

Child Safety Tips From the Students
We have rules at school to keep kids safe, like don’t jump off the playground.
Aliera Murphy Gr 4
Don’t go on any websites that haven’t been looked at by someone at school.
Chase Williams Gr 3

Pastoral Care

Hello again, it’s beginning to feel like winter, I awoke
this morning to lots of frost, very pretty but too cold
too soon!! Lovely with the sun shining though.
This week I am sharing another set of questions you
might like to ask your child/ren when they get home
from school. Positive questions can get a truer
picture of your child’s day.
As usual, I do hope these are of interest.
Just a reminder that my contact details
are 0400 994 032.
Please note that I am available to parents and
family 8.30 – 4.30.
Kind regards and have a wonderful week
Lisa Gonnet, School Pastoral Care Worker

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Farewell!

Today we farewell Sam and Sophie Sharrock, as they move to Portland.
We thank them, their grandparents John and Judy and their father Andrew for their contribution
to our school and wish them every blessing in their new school.

Mother’s Day

Our usual Mother’s Day afternoon tea is still unable to be enjoyed this year
so we have come up with an alternative! From 12.45 on Friday 7th May, the
Roxburgh Coffee Van will be at school for mums to enjoy a coffee on us.
We hope that mums will bring along their lunch to enjoy with their children
before heading home. Younger siblings are welcome too. We hope to see
you at school!

Assembly

Our next assembly will be on Friday 7th May at 2.40pm. We will continue to live stream these
events so everyone can view them.

Environmental Sustainability

We would like to encourage all families to make a real
effort to reduce plastic waste this term. From Week 2,
Sustainability Officers will be checking in with all
homerooms each Wednesday to see how many lunch
boxes are waste free, with the winning homeroom to
receive an award at assembly.
We encourage named, reusable containers. Families
could empty packets of snacks at home so that the
school isn’t disposing of waste.
Here we have Alan with a reusable lunch bag, Stella
with a thermos of food - and no plastic utensils. Well
done Stella! Conor has a number of small containers
with his lunch snacks and Xander has vegetable sticks
with a container of dip.
We will share snippets of ‘NUDE FOOD’ ideas and
pictures throughout the term.
Catherine Egan

LEADERSHIP & STEWARDSHIP
COVID Update

While restrictions are easing all the time, in schools we are still very aware of congestion in the
building. However, we will work with this, running as many outdoor events as possible.

Child Information Sharing and Family Violence Reforms
Sharing information to support child wellbeing and safety

From 19 April 2021 (Term 2) all Victorian government and non-government schools and
centre-based education and care services (eg. long day care, kindergarten and outside school
hours care), will be prescribed as Information Sharing Entities under the Victorian Government’s
Child Information Sharing Scheme (CISS) and the Family Violence Information Sharing Scheme
(FVISS).
These Information Sharing Schemes have expanded the ability of schools and services to
collaborate and share relevant confidential information with other authorised Information
Sharing Entities to promote the wellbeing and safety of children, and to assess and manage
family violence risk. Information can only be shared under the Schemes by organisations

prescribed as Information Sharing Entities.
The Information Sharing Schemes were introduced in response to Royal Commissions, coronial
inquests and independent inquiries over the past decade that identified poor information
sharing as a barrier to service collaboration with detrimental outcomes for children and families.
Phase One of implementation of the schemes commenced in September 2018 and included
key services, such as Child Protection, Maternal and Child Health Services and Victoria Police.
From 19 April 2021, as part of Phase Two, universal services such as education and health will be
authorised to share information using the Schemes.
The Information Sharing Schemes complement and expand upon existing information sharing
and child protection laws and do not replace already existing authorisation to share information
such as the Child Safe Standards, reporting to Child Protection or Victoria Police, the Reportable
Conduct Scheme and other privacy and information sharing laws.
Further information regarding these Whole of Government Reforms can be found on the
Victorian Government website:
https://www.vic.gov.au/information-sharing-schemes-and-the-maram-framework

Uniform

As we move into Term 2, we are happy for the children to still wear their summer uniforms. We will
change over to full winter uniform by MONDAY 10th MAY.

School Photos

The date has been set for our school photos - THURSDAY 27th MAY. Children will be required
to wear their winter uniform on this day. Forms will be sent home as soon as we receive them.

SAC AGM

Our School Advisory Council Annual General Meeting will be held on Wednesday 5th May at
5.30pm here at school. Parents and carers are welcome to attend.
Last year when nominations were called for two new parent representatives, we were delighted
to receive four nominations. Together with Fr Paddy it was decided that two would join the
SAC last year and the other two this year when positions became available. It is with great
pleasure that we are able to announce that Elise Rhook and Jace Hollard will be joining the
team. We thank David Knight and John Houlihan for their hard work and commitment to our
school.

Enrolments 2022

Believe it or not, we are starting to plan for 2022! If you have a child who will be ready to start
school next year, could you please contact us for an enrolment form. It is very important that we
get the enrolments of our siblings in so we know how many other students we will be able to
accommodate. We can easily send a form home with one of your children.Thanks!

School Fees

Fee statements for 2021 have been sent home today. Direct Debit forms are available from the
office or if you would prefer to set up your own Direct Debit, the account details are located on
the top right hand side of your fee statement. All accounts are due by 31st August, 2021 unless
you are on a regular payment plan.
Swimming for the Prep – Grade 2’s has been added to your account.
Credits for
non-attendance and swimming memberships will be credited to your account once we receive
the invoice for swimming. If you have a swimming membership, please ensure that the office
has your membership number, as we need to provide this to HILAC before the swimming
program commences. Unfortunately, ate memberships will be unable to be credited. There has
been a slight change to the swimming charge for the 1/2‘s – a small decrease. Original charge
was $63.00, it is now $51.00 – due to changes on the bus invoice.
If you have any queries concerning your account, please contact me at the office or via email
helen@smhamilton.catholic.edu.au
Thank you, Helen

Mother’s Day raffle

Thank you to all who have been returning your Mothers Day raffle tickets. We have some
fantastic prizes and AMAZING businesses who have donated these. Many thanks to our parents
who have organised all the tickets and prizes. Please see below the business and prizes in the
draw.

⏺
Brown Bird Haus - $250 value hamper⏺A.K Quality Plastering - Roxburgh
coffee vouchers ⏺Bellcourt Court Books - $25 voucher⏺Lemon Myrtle - $15
voucher⏺Bunnings - $50 voucher, a pot & hanging planter⏺Gray St flowers –
bag with flower food & clippers inside⏺Blue Malt - $50 voucher⏺Woolies - $50
voucher⏺Victoria’s Sights & Delights – Pair of slippers and fig & Ginger Lilly
candle⏺Central Hotel - 2 x bottles of wine⏺Alexandra House - 2 x bottles of
wine⏺Dela–vee - Hair goods⏺Zenith Tiles – lamp⏺KHub - $40 voucher⏺Jack n
Jude coffee voucher⏺The Cally $50 voucher⏺Tahlia’s beauty works $50
voucher⏺Scott’s – hair wrap⏺Ladybug nursery – plant⏺Harvey Norman – hair
dryer⏺Video network 2 x DVD’s⏺Shepherds jewelers – clock⏺Ronnie’s rocks –
candle⏺Accurate clothing – socks and beauty bag⏺Hip pocket- stubby holder
and pen⏺Sports power – basketball⏺James dean pharmacy – photo frame,
soap and scarf⏺Robson’s pharmacy – hand cream and candle⏺Post office –
coffee travel mug⏺Tracy Caruna – scarves and jewellery⏺Katrina Turnbull –
coffee cups and pot⏺MITRE ten – bird statue

