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OUR VISION
As a Parish Catholic Primary School, we at St Mary’s are committed to
creating a vibrant educational community which is safe and nurturing
for all children, allowing each child to achieve their full potential,
imbued with the Good News of Jesus: one in which each person in our
community is enabled to grow in dignity, developing a living, loving
relationship with Christ and others.

Treat others the way you would like
to be treated.
Respect Our School
Do Your Best
Help Others to Succeed

IMPORTANT DATES
TERM 2
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

25th April - ANZAC Day Ceremony - 9.45 at Gray St Primary School
27th April - 10th Anniversary of being at Hiller Lane site
30th April - School Cross Country at 12.30pm
3rd - 7th May - Prep Swimming Program
7th May - Mother’s Day Celebration
9th May - Mother’s Day
10th - 14th May - 1/2 Swimming Program
23rd May - Sacrament of Confirmation
24th - 28th May - Catholic Education Week
3rd or 10th June - Step Into Prep (choice of day)
14th June - Queen’s Birthday Long Weekend
25th June - last day of Term 2

Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome back to school for Term 2! I hope you enjoyed a lovely holiday. Darren and I
were lucky enough to take a last minute quick trip to Darwin to see two of our
daughters. It was very hot and humid - the opposite of here - but well worth it!
This year we are celebrating 200 Years of Catholic Education in Australia - quite the
achievement! We have much to be grateful for as a system of schools and in particular,
as our school here in Hamilton. It is perfect timing that we are also celebrating our 10th
year at this beautiful Hiller Lane site.
This Sunday is ANZAC Day and I am very proud to share with you that our school
captains have been asked to deliver the speech at the service at Melville Oval. Austin
and Ruby have been working hard to prepare and I thank them for their enthusiasm
and commitment.
Thanks for a great week!
Have a wonderful weekend with the people you love,

Terrielynn

CATHOLIC SCHOOL CULTURE

Parish News

MASS TIMES – 2021
Hamilton:
Saturday 6pm
Sunday 10.30am
Dunkeld:
Sunday 8.30am
Glenthompson:
Sunday 8.30am
Penshurst:
Sunday 8.30am

Staff PD Day

Our whole staff enjoyed a most thought provoking day at Dunkeld, led by Fr Paddy and Sr Marg.
The focus of the day was ‘Who is God?’ It was wonderful to share our stories, questions and
wonderings about who God is for each of us.

Confirmation

Preparations are underway for our children to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation, following
last night’s meeting.

LEARNING AND TEACHING
Teaching Position

This week we have been delighted to welcome Mrs Hannah Black to our team. Hannah will be
teaching Art and already the students are enjoying working with her.

Sports Catch Up

Cross Country – Friday 30th April
We will be hosting our school cross country next Friday, beginning at 12:30. All students from Prep
– 6 will be involved. Parents and families are welcome to attend but must check in with our QR
code in line with COVID requirements. These will be on external homeroom doors. We also ask
that visitors do not come into the building. Thanks for your support with this!
I am also requiring the assistance of some parent helpers to volunteer their time on the finish line.
If you intend on coming to the cross country, and are willing to assist, could you please email me
on my email address below. Once again, without your support, events such as these cannot go
ahead.
Junior Swimming Program – Term 2
Earlier this week, notes were sent home in relation to the Prep – Grade Two Swimming Program.
The blue form needs to be completed and returned to the office as soon as possible, as well as

providing us with your HILAC membership number (if you have one). If you have volunteered to
be a parent helper, you would have also received a timetable. If your time is incorrect or you
have become unavailable, could you please let me know as soon as possible.
Division Athletics – Friday 7th May
I am currently awaiting the list of students who have qualified for the Division Athletics Sports in
Warrnambool this term. Once this has been confirmed, I will be in contact with students who
have qualified with more information.
There is plenty of sport to look forward to this term! Have a great weekend!
Latham Wishart

lwishart@smhamilton.catholic.edu.au

WELLBEING
Child Safety
Take the time to have a look at this video about child safety in Catholic schools.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RXoo5amgJ-k

Child Safety Tips From the Students
During Digi Tech we often have cyber safety lessons.
Ella Pevitt Gr 6
Whenever something is wrong, teachers and staff are always here to help us.
Jay Casey Gr 6

Pastoral Care

Welcome back to school and term 2, I hope you managed to have some
family fun time.
Better questions to ask when your child comes home from school.
Instead of “How was your day?”, try:
What made you smile today?
Can you teach me one thing you learned today?
Did you talk to anyone new?
What are you looking forward to tomorrow?
Just a reminder that my contact details are 0400 994 032 or email
lisa.gonnet@centacarewarrnambool.org.au
Lisa Gonnet, School Pastoral Care Worker

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Congratulations!

We have had two weddings over the school holidays! Leah Brebner
and Jarrod Dawson as well as Leroy Perez and Ingrid Nagorcka, were
married last weekend and we send them our very best wishes for a
lifetime of happiness.

10th Anniversary Celebrations

Next Tuesday we celebrate 10 years at our Hiller Lane site! The time has
certainly flown by! We will spend the day doing activities with the children that highlight our
history and give thanks for the beautiful school that we have.

Mother’s Day

Our usual Mother’s Day afternoon tea is still unable to be enjoyed this
year so we have come up with an alternative! From 12.45 on
Friday 7th May, the Roxburgh Coffee Van will be at school for mums
to enjoy a coffee on us. We hope that mums will bring along their
lunch to enjoy with their children before heading home. We hope to
see you at school!

After School Care

Gray St Primary School are beginning their After School Care Program again with students from
their school. It is hoped that in the future, other schools will be able to use this service too. We
have sent an email of support to the organisers, stating that we will be keen to use this form of
care.

Assembly

Our next assembly will be on Friday 7th May at 2.40pm. We will continue to live stream these
events so everyone can view them.

ANZAC Day

We have been invited by the Hamilton RSL to join with them in the ANZAC Day ceremony on
Sunday 25th April. This event has now been confirmed so if your family would like to join us in the
ANZAC Day march, please meet on the corner of Gray and Kennedy Streets on Sunday the 25th
April at 9.45am. Children are not to attend on
their own and must have an adult with them.

Environmental Sustainability

We would like to encourage all families to make
a real effort to reduce plastic waste this term.
From Week 2, Sustainability Officers will be
checking in with all homerooms each
Wednesday to see how many lunch boxes are
waste free, with the winning homeroom to
receive an award at assembly.
We encourage named, reusable containers.
Families could empty packets of snacks at
home so that the school isn’t disposing of
waste.
Here we have Alan with a reusable lunch bag,
Stella with a thermos of food - and no plastic
utensils. Well done Stella!
Conor has a number of small containers with his
lunch snacks and Xander has vegetable sticks
with a container of dip.
We will share snippets of ‘NUDE FOOD’ ideas and pictures throughout the term.
Catherine Egan

LEADERSHIP & STEWARDSHIP
COVID Update

While restrictions are easing all the time, in schools we are still very aware of congestion in the
building. However, we will work with this, running as many outdoor events as possible.

Uniform

As we move into Term 2, we are happy for the children to still wear their summer uniforms. We will
change over to full winter uniform in the coming weeks.

SAC AGM

Our School Advisory Council Annual General Meeting will be held on Wednesday 5th May at
5.30pm here at school. Parents and carers are welcome to attend.
Last year when nominations were called for two new parent representatives, we were delighted
to receive four nominations. Together with Fr Paddy it was decided that two would join the
SAC last year and the other two this year when positions became available. It is with great
pleasure that we are able to announce that Elise Rhook and Jace Hollard will be joining the
team. We thank David Knight and John Houlihan for their hard work and commitment to our
school.

