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OUR VISION
As a Parish Catholic Primary School, we at St Mary’s are committed to
creating a vibrant educational community which is safe and nurturing
for all children, allowing each child to achieve their full potential,
imbued with the Good News of Jesus: one in which each person in our
community is enabled to grow in dignity, developing a living, loving
relationship with Christ and others.

Treat others the way you would like
to be treated.
Respect Our School
Do Your Best
Help Others to Succeed

IMPORTANT DATES
TERM 2

● 19th April - Pupil Free Day - Staff RE PD
● 20th April - Start of Term 2
● 22nd April - Parent/Child Information Evening for the Sacrament of
Confirmation - 7pm at MacKillop Centre
● 23rd April - ANZAC Day Ceremony at Monivae
● 25th April - ANZAC Day Ceremony - TBC
● 27th April - 10th Anniversary of being at Hiller Lane site
● 7th May - Mother’s Day Celebration - format to be confirmed
● 23rd May - Sacrament of Confirmation
● 25th June - last day of Term 2

Dear Parents and Carers,
Today we say farewell to Shelley Waters for 12 months! We are so going to miss her
beautiful presence in our school, not to mention her incredible artistic talent. We wish
Shelley and Matt all our best wishes as they embark on this wonderful adventure. We
bless them both with good health and much happiness.
We have had a fantastic Term 1 here at St Mary’s! We have so much to be grateful for,
from the outstanding learning and teaching to the sporting events and liturgical
celebrations we have shared. The term has certainly been busy and we look forward to
the opportunities that Term 2 will bring. A huge thank you to our outstanding staff for the
way they work with each other and our students.
The coming holidays provide us with the opportunity to take time to reflect on our Easter
story and the gift of the risen Jesus. There are many Church services during the holidays
to mark the events of Holy Week and the wonderful mystery of the resurrection. No
matter where you are for Easter, please take the time to investigate the service times in
your location.
Thanks for a great week and term!
Have a wonderful Easter and holiday with the people you love,

Terrielynn

CATHOLIC SCHOOL CULTURE

Parish News

MASS TIMES – 2021
Hamilton:
Saturday 6pm
Sunday 10.30am
Dunkeld:
Sunday 8.30am
Glenthompson:
Sunday 8.30am
Penshurst:
Sunday 8.30am

LEARNING AND TEACHING
Teaching Position

We have been delighted by the interest in our Art Teacher position. We will complete the
interviewing process in the coming days and let you know who our new teacher is then. Keep an
eye on Seesaw!

Sports Catch Up

Saturday Morning Netball
What a season our girls have had! A COVID interruption, and gusty and chilly weather haven’t
dampened the dedication of all players. Congratulations to all of our girls who participated
throughout the competition. You represented our school in such a positive way, by always
demonstrating our three school values.
A massive thank you to our two coaches: Sue Wilson and Tamara Milne for your time, dedication
and patience with the girls. These things cannot go ahead without wonderful volunteers like
yourselves. A big thank you also to all of our parents who braved the cold and early mornings to
bring your children to netball. It is a big commitment for you as well, and we truly appreciate
your support.
We can’t wait to have you all back in Term 4 for the next season!
Hockey
On Wednesday, approximately 50 students went to the Monivae cricket centre for a hockey
clinic. I would like to thank Steph Farquharson for offering her time and knowledge for our kids.
They all had a great time. A note went home with information regarding how to join hockey if
your child is interested.
Junior Swimming Program – Term 2
A massive thank you to those who have already returned the note about parent helpers for our
junior swimming program next term. We still require a few more helpers. If you are able to
volunteer your time, please return the slip as soon as possible or email me. I will endeavour to put
your child in a timeslot that you are volunteering for.

Division Athletics – Friday 7th May
I am currently awaiting the list of students who have qualified for the Division Athletics Sports in
Warrnambool next term. Once this has been confirmed, I will be in contact with students who
have qualified with more information.
Have a great Easter, and I look forward to another sport filled calendar next term!

Latham Wishart

lwishart@smhamilton.catholic.edu.au

Monivae Hockey

Seeking players for the 2021 season - from ages 7 and up!
Contact Steph (President) at hockeymonivae@gmail.com or find us at
www.facebook.com/hockeymonivae
Trainings is held Wednesdays, junior games are usually Saturdays.
All trainings are run or supervised by Stephanie Farquharson, a physiotherapist.

WELLBEING

Pastoral Care
Hello again, this is the last newsletter for the term and the final week of the article on healthy
eating for children taken from:
https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/healthy-eating-for-children
Tips to encourage healthy eating habits
Here are some tips to help you limit foods for children:
● Instead of using a lot of butter, cooking margarine, cream or coconut or palm oil, choose
vegetable oils, spreads, nut butters/pastes and avocado.
● Read labels and always choose low-salt options.
● Don't add salt to foods during cooking or at the table.
● Offer water rather than sugary soft drinks, cordial, energy drinks or sports drinks.
What if my child is intolerant or allergic to certain foods?
It may be more difficult to eat a wide variety of healthy foods if your child is allergic or intolerant
to certain foods, such as lactose in dairy products. Your doctor or dietitian can advise you about
how to manage food allergies or intolerances while maintaining a
healthy diet. Just a reminder that my contact details are 0400 994 032 or email
lisa.gonnet@centacarewarrnambool.org.au
Lisa Gonnet, School Pastoral Care Worker

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Farewell!

Today we farewell the Jose family, as they move to the Sunshine Coast. We thank them for their
contribution to our school and Parish and wish them every blessing in their new home.

Assembly

Our next assembly will be on Friday 23rd April at 2.40pm. We will continue to live stream these
events so everyone can view them.

ANZAC Day

We have been invited by the Hamilton RSL to join with them in the ANZAC Day ceremony on
Sunday 25th April. This event has now been confirmed so if your family would like to join us in the
ANZAC Day march, please meet on the corner of Gray and Kennedy Streets on Sunday the 25th
April at 9.45am. Children are not to attend on their own and must have an adult with them.

Environmental Sustainability

We’d really like to focus on NUDE FOOD lunch
boxes next term. The less waste we produce
here at school each day the better our waste
systems will work.
Remember that food that is purchased in
larger packets rather than individual packets
is often cheaper and produces less waste - as
long as you have reusable containers, it’s a
great way to do your bit for the environment.
Here are some excellent examples of NUDE
FOOD lunch boxes to give you inspiration.
Have a great Term One break everyone!

New Website

Catherine Egan

This term we have been working on setting up a new website for our school. This website is now
live, and we would love to hear what you think! The address is the same as our old web
address ~ www.smhamilton.catholic.edu.au
One of the added features is the ability to send an absentee note from the website. The form is
located under the ‘Contact Us’ tab and sends an email directly to the office if your child will be
away from school for any reason.
We also have a direct link to Facebook on the website, which will take you to the St Mary’s page
- a helpful addition when you are tuning into our assemblies!
At the top of the website is a link to the ‘School Calendar’. This will be updated regularly with all
of the upcoming events. This is a very helpful addition to our website. We hope that our new
website is more functional and user friendly for you. Thanks!
Tania Stevens

Good Friday Appeal Bake Sale

Well, after much deliberation we are going ahead with the GOOD FRIDAY APPEAL BAKE SALE.
The bake sale will be held on GOOD FRIDAY THE 2ND OF APRIL @ The Roxburgh .
It's a good excuse to jump out of bed on the public holiday, get a cuppa and stock up on some
yummy treats for Easter. Please share this information and get the word out and support this
awesome event and raise some funds for the amazing Royal Children's hospital.
If we have any parent’s, grandparents and guardians who would like to bake for this day please
contact Erika on 0408721991.
Erika Murphy

School Bus Travel

School Bus Management has informed us that there are still a significant number of country bus
travellers who are currently not registered to use our network buses for Term 2.
Could parents of country bus travellers please check SBMS to make sure registrations are current
(and renewed if necessary) to ensure bus travel is authorised for Term 2.
Queries should be directed to Shannon.

LEADERSHIP & STEWARDSHIP
SAC AGM

Our School Advisory Council Annual General Meeting will be held on Wednesday 5th May.
During Week 1 of Term 2, we will be asking for nominations for two parent representatives to
join the council. Stay tuned for more information.

